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Sktcljcs j)f % Citij flf Bftroit. 

Tie/otl-minp britf sl^ikhes of Ihe liistnty, jxainiaTi/ condition, resources. anJ proxpnUifthe oily of 
Detroit compiled from authentic data, will in part supply infffrmation fngaentlg toug/il after. 



THE CITY — ITS HISTORY. 



The cily of Detroit is eitaafed on the north Sihore of the Detroit river or strait connecting 
Lakes Erie and St. Clair. T!ie river is the boundary line between Michigan aad Canada 
"Vest. The citj is 18 miles east of Lalce Erie, and 7 milos west of LaliC St. Olair, 300 miles 
west of Buffalo, and S45 from Washington, in Latitude 42 degrees 19 minutes 53 seconds 
nortli, and Longitade West 82 deg. 58 sec. or from Washington west 5 deg 56 lain. 12 sec. 
Uiference in tinre from Washington 33 miu. 44 sec New York city 34 min, 48 sec. 
/'The history of Detroit is moat intimately connected witli the history of the whole nortli- 
west, as its settienient dates among the first on the American eontinwit. Founded in the 
strife for sovereignity between the Knglistt and French governments, it became at an early 
day, a point of centra! inflnence, importance and action. No place in tiie United States, it 
hasbeemobserred, presents ench a series of events, interesting in theniHelvog, and permanently 
affecting as they occurred, its progress and prosperity. Five times its flag has been changed. 
First the lily of France floated over its fortress, then the red cross of England, and nest the 
stripes and stare of the Uiiited Stales, and then again the red cross, and lastly ihe stripes and 
aad stars. 

Three different sovereigns hate claimed its allegiance, and since it has been held by the 
United States its government has been thrice transferred ; twice it has been besciged by the 
Indians ; once captured in war, and once bumt to the ground. Fire has scathed it — the 
tomahawk, scalping knife, and war dub have been let loose upon it in the hands of an 
nnrelenting savage foe. It has been tJie scene of one surrender, of more than fifty pitched 
battles, and twelve horrid massacres. 

The present ate of the city was occnpiei] by Indian villages at the'perioil of the discovery 
of the countryjj In IGIO it was first visited by the French. The whole lake region from its 
discovery nntiTl'iGS was under the dominion of France. The iegifimat* settlement of the city 
wfis in 1501, at which time a fort called " Fonchartrain" was erected. Its Jocatioo was south 
of Jefferson Avenue and east of Shelby street, occupying a space ofabont 200 feet square, 
and recently while some workmen were excavating for the fonndation to the improvements 
now being made to, and in rear of the Michigan Eiciiange, they came across some of the cedar 
pickets of the palisades which enoireled the fort. In 1749 emigrants were sent here fj-om France 
at the expense of the government Here in lv63 thatdaring warrior Fontiac thegreathoad 
of tie Indian race at that period, entered upon a bold plan of driving every white man over 
tlie Alieghanies and destroying all the Enghsh posts in the north west, simultaneously on a 
flsed day. These consisted of thirteen well garrisoned forls, stretching from Ni^^ra and 
Pittaburgh all along the lakes to the Mis-iasippi, and on the Wabash river. So secret were 
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bis plans, and go prompt was he in their esecution, that teo of these forts fell in a single day, 
and their inmates were massacred — bnt he himself met with asignaldefeat at Detroit. During 
that year it was ceded to the British crown. In 1778 Fort Shelby was erected by the British 
commandant Major Le Noult, and calledFort LeNoult uiitilafter the war of 1812, when it 
■waa named in honor of Governor Shelby of Kentucky. It was located at the intersection of 
Fort and Shelby streets, aod was removed in 1827. In 1T96, Captain Porter with a detach- 
ment of the Americwi Army, nnder Gen. Wayne, entered the city and took possession of the 
fort, which had been previously evacuated by the British, and hoisted the first flag bearing the 
stripes and stars tliatever floated in the "Wolverine State. 

Tke ordinance of 1787 was then extended over this part of the north west territory which 
was governed by its first magistrate Geo. Arthur St. Cliur. 

Tlie first Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons in Detroit was organized at the house of 
James Donaldson, under sanction of the Or^id Lodge of Canada, Dec 19th, 1794, which waa 
stvjed " Zion Lodge No. 10." James Donaldson was the first W. M. 

The Territory of Michigan was formed in 1805, and William Hull was appointed the first 
Governor, with a judiciary, composed of Augustus B, Woodward, James Qrilfin and Francis 
Bates, Judges, who organized a government at Detroit in July of that year. On the 11th of 
June previous, the town was almost entirely destroyed by fire, one hoase only remaining. 
Shortly after the catastrophe, an act of Congress waa pa-ssed directing the governor and 
judges to lay out a new town including the ate of the one destroyed and ten thousand acres of 
adjaoent land. ' 

In 1307 Judge Bates ri^gned and James Witherall was appointed in hia place. 

In 1809 Bev. Gabrial Richard, published the first newspaper printed in the city, styled the 
•' Michigan Piisay or Imperial Observer:" James M. Miller, printer. 

January 19, 1811. At a meet fthG m dJdgs,A ustus B. Woodward 
ons of the Judges, himself clothed, pi t 1 Am m f t moved the following 

"Whereas, theencouragement of Am f cs d y mposed on the good 

citizeasof tho United States, by the d t t f b 1 as w 11 as by the injunctions 
of patriotism, and whereas the co mpl f d t f t ps is at the same time 

the most simple and most efficacion a^ m t f h d h reas it is at all times 

beeora:;]g that those who receive bthh drolmtsfmth eseculjon of pub- 

lic trasts, should esliibit themselves h t t mp! f It therefore. Resolved, 

that Iz be respectfully and earnestly i-ecommcnded by the Legislative authority of the Territory 
of ll;>:^igan, to ^l officers of this government, to appear clothed in articles the manufacture 
of the continent of North America at aJ! times whea engaged in the esecution of any pablio 
duty, -ower or trust from and after the fourth day of July, 1813." 

WkLoh was passed unanimously, and a copy thereof signed by the members and attested by 
the S;cretary in order that it be deposited in the office of the Secretary of the Territory : 
And hi Secretary to take such measures for the farther publication and commanicatioa of 
the Gai^ as he may judge expedient." 

JcQ'i2ry 1812. At a meeting of the Governor and Judges, a committee to whom was 
rcfeiT^'i a commnnication from the commissioners of internal navigation in the State of New 
York reported as follows : 

"Yfhereas, the commissioners of interna] navigation in the State of New York, have 
addresEod to the Governor and Judges of the Territory of Michigan, a communication, relative 
to a canal in the State of New York which being considered, Eesoived unanimonsly, that 
in the opinion of the undersigned the canal contemplated by the commissioners of internal 
navieation in the State of New York from Black Eock to Rome, would no ; be so desirable 
as a canal around the cataract of Nit^ra, another by the falls of the Oawego." The report 
was adopted and at a subsequent meeting the Governor and Judges agned a letter addressed 
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to Oov. Morris, Dewitt Clinton, William Nortii, Thomas Eddy, Eobert R. Livingetoa and 
Eobert Falton Esquires, commissioners of iuternaJ navigation of the Stato of New York, 
enclosing a copy of the above resolution. 

Benben Atwater, acting Governor, A. B. Woodward and James WithercU, Judges, com- 
posed the meeting. 

Here that brave and itiagnanimoua chief Tecumseh, the nobleBt of his race, "rose, 
reigned andfell." Tecumseh participated against us in all the conflicts, from the defeat 
of Harmar in 1790, to the battle of the Thames in 1813, whore ho lost his life, and left no 
spot or blemish on his hoDOr or humanity. 

On the 16th of Augnst, 1812, Detroit fell into the hands of the British. It was retaken 
by the Americoui army in 1813, and the territorial government re-organized in the fall of thai 
year, by the appointment of Gen, Lewis Cass, as Governor,who immediately took up his resi- 
dence at Detroit, which has ever since been his home. 

The President of the United Stsfes, James Monroe, visited Detroit in the month of August, 
1817, His arrival was celebrated by the firing of cannon, a pnblic dinner and a grand illumi- 
nation of the city at night He vjas on an excursion for persona! observation, of the eountrj-, 
having passed through the New England states and visited various important points along 
the at Lawrence, Lake Ontario, and Niagara river, to Bufialo, where he embarkedfor this city 
in a sail vessel, and viaited various points upon Lake Erie, The citizens of Detroit presented 
him with a span of horsea and carriage, with which he returned t* Washington by land, visiting 
all important points in Ohio, Pennsylvania and Maryland. Mr. Monroe was the only Presi- 
dent of the United States who ever visited Detroit, during his ofScial term. 

In 1817 John P, Sheldon pnblished a newspaper styled the ''Detroit Gazette," which waa the 
fiiBt successful newspaper printed in Michigan. 

With every natural facility of becoming a place of importance, the condition of Detroit for 
many years depended oa the precarious support afforded by the fur trade, the disbursment of 
pubhc moneys while a militaiy post, and the Uberal appropriations by goYcrmnent for public 
objects. 

The impulse and effect produced by the settlement and cultivation of the snrroanding conntTj 
was wiuiting until about the year 1830, when emigration, which bad previously been small, 
rapidly increased, and famis and anall villages began to thicken along the lines of the turnpike 
roads which had been constructed by the general government. These were the Chicago, 
leadingtollliiioie: the Saginaw, to the head of Saginaw Bay, the Fort Gratiot to the foot of 
Laie Huron, and the Grand Eiverto Lake Michigan at the mouth of Grand Biver. 

DETBOIT IN lTT8-~IiilerCKtlHg Narrative. 

The compiler is indebted to Hon. Alexander D. Fraser, for the following very interesting 
sketch ; 

The following narrative was taken down from (he lips of James May, Esq., my father-in- 
law, who died in January, lfi29. He was an Englishman who came to this place when a 
young man, in 1778. He was Chief Justice of Common Pleas, estabhshed here immediately 
after General Wayne took possession of the country, under Jay's treaty ; was Colonel of Mi- 
litia, &c. When the American Flag was hauled down by order of Geni. Hull, in 1812, at the 
time of the surrender, he got possession of it, and teptit until Genl. Harrison arrived, when 
it was again hoisted. ^, j) ji'_ 

Jfy NoU BtPoi, 1SS8. 

In the year 1778, after a passage of four days from Foi-t Erie, I arrived by the brig-of-war 
Genl. Gage, at the settlement of Detroit. No vessels at that time navigated upon the lakes, 
npon account of the revoluUonary war which then raged, excepting those of His Majesty— 
not even the smallest craft had this permisaon. Previous to that time, but few vessels ever 
visited the lakes, and those very few and of an inferior class— indeed, no merchant vessel had 
as yet ploughed the waves of the lakes. | 
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The old town of Detroit comprised withio its limits tiiat space between Mr. Palmer's store 
(Gonant Block) and Oapt. Perkins' house, (near the Arsenal bnilding,) and extended back aa 
far a.1 the pnblic barn, and in front was bordered by tlie Detroit rirer. It was an oblong 
sqaare; and cov^ercd about two acres in lenfjth, and an acre and a half in breadth. Itwassur- 
Tonnded with oak and cedar pickets abont fifteen feet long. The t«wn had four gates, east, 
west, north and aonth. Orer the first three of these gates were block houses. Each of these 
bad four guns, (six-pounders, each.) The first of these was in that apace intervening between 
Palmer's shop, and Judge Door's ho use, ( opposite ives' bank.) The west block^^oiise was before 
the ground on which Capt, Terkins' house now stands. The third block-house was at the 
north gate, which was inside of a small bridsje that is on the road to the fort, and near the 
public magazme, fiUr. Austin's house, Congress street,) There wore besides two six gun bat- 
teries fronting the river, and in a pai'allel direction with the block-houses. There were 
four streets that run east and west ; the main street was twenty feet wide and the rest fifteen 
feet wide. There were three cross streets, running north and south, from ten to fifteen feet 
wide. At that time there was no fort, but there was a citadel on tho ground on which Per- 
kins' house now stands, (N. W. corner of JeSferaon avenue and Wayne street,) tke pump of 
which still remains there. The citadel was picketed in, aiti within it were erected barracks of 
wood, two stories high, sufficient to contain ten offices ; and there were barraclis sufficient to 
cont^Q from three to four hundred men ; a provision store built of brick. There was also 
within the citadel an hospital and guard house. 

lu the town of Detroit, in the year 1778, there were about sixty houses, most of them 
of one story high, and a few of them a story and a halt ; but none of them were two stories. 
They were all of logs, some hewn and some round. There was also a building of a splendid 
appearance, called the King's Paiace. It was two stories high. It was situated near the east 
gate, and stood where Conaot's new building (Beecher's store) now stands. The pump which 
now stands behind that budding stood in the rear of the aovemment House. Attached to 
this house was a large garden extending towards the river, which contained many fruit trees. 
When I came here it was occupied by Governor Hamilton, for whom it was built. He was 
the first Governor commisaoned here by the British Government, and was here about three 
years before I came. There were four companies of the Eighth Eegiment, two companiss of 
Butler's Kangera, and one company of the Fourth Eegiment. The latter were under the 
command of Capt. Anbey, the former under Capt. Caldwell, and Eighth Regiment command- 
ed by Major Leverault, who was also commanding officer of tke post and its dependencies. 
All these constituted about 500 troops. There was a guard-house near the west gate, and 
another near the Government House. Each of these guards conaistod of twenty-fonr, and a 
subaltern officer, who mpunted regularly every morning betweeu nine and ten o'clock. Each 
of these guards furnished four sentinels who relieved everj- two hours. There was also an 
officer of the day who did strict duty. All these gates were shot regularly at ann-set, and even 
wicket gates were sliat at 9 o'clock regularly, and the keys were deUvarei! into the hands of tho 
eommandmg officer. They were opened in the morning at sunrise. No Indian whatever, or 
squaw was permitted to enter the town with any instrument, such as a tomahawk, or even knife. 
It was a standing order that the Indians should deUver these before they were pei-mitted 
to pass, into the hand.a of the sentinel, and they were restored when he returned. No more 
than twenty-five Indians ware allowed to come into town at the same time— they were per- 
mitted to come in only at the east and west gates. At sun-set the drum heat, and all the 
Indians were compelled to leave town inatanUy. It was always the signal; strict search was 
made by the soldiers that none might be concealed ; and if it was discovered that even a aquaw 
was secreted but for a night, severe reprehension was sure to follow. 

There was a Council House, for the purpose of holding council with the Indians. It waa 
near the waterside, rear of the Government House, There was ft Roman Catholic Ohureh 
Ktuated where Payne's brick house now stands, (near the Masonie Hall.) The Priest was 
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tlien Feter Simple, an aged aud iLfirm man, and adjoining it waa the Priest's house and bury- 
ijg-ground. T!ie church was 60 by 40 feet, one story higli, with two steeples and two bells. 

The population of the town was sixty lorailles, in all about two hundred males and one 
hunderd females. They — the men — were chiefly bachelors. There was not a marriage in 
the place for a number of years, until I broke the ice. Twenty of these persons were ti-a'ders 
and kept retdl stores. Of the population there were 30 Scotchmen, 4 Englishmen and 15 
Irishmen. 

The extent of the settlement up the Detroit Biver reached about Hudson's House (now 
Fisher's) not a house above that place in this country, until you rooched Michilimackinac, 
where there was a small settlement. Below Detroit it was settled on the banks of the River 
as far as Springwells, but not beyond that. These settlemeuta were entirely confined to the 
bank of the Eiver, and there was no settlement or improvement in any other part of this 
Territory than that in the immediate vicinity of Detroit. These settlers were all French Ca^ 
nadians, and the whole population of the settlomenl, exclusive of the Military, might be about 
"700 souls. It was at that time conadered a journey to go from Springivells into the other ex- 
tremity of the settlement 

The Indian trade was then eseellent. There was much public money then in circulation here, 
for the troops and the Navy Department, were then strong here. This post was established 
by the British to keep the Indiana in check, of whom they were afraid; and this was the rea- 
son why tie old town waabuilt so compact, that it might iu case of urgency be more able to de- 
fend it against the assaaita of the Indians. The diferent tribes were Hurons, Wjandotts, Chip- 
pewas and Pottawattamies, Taways and the Moravians. Frequently between 3 and BOO of 
these could be seen at a time during the revolutionary war. The civil department consisted 
of two Justices of the Peace, one of these was the late Thomas Williams Esq, (father of the 
late Maj. Gen. John E. Williams) and the other was the Governor or Commanding officer, 
for the time. The Orderly Sergeant was the Constable, The justice kept the peace, and the 
commanding officer took cognizance of iJi cases under £10 York. For all sums above this, 
writs came from Montreal, addressed to Williams, who got his Bailiff to execute them.. — 
In case of small debts, on a complaint to the Commanding officer, he sent his oiderlj to'tha 
debtor, requesting his immediate attendance before that officer. lie would then hear the 
parties and make bis determination accordingly. If against the defendant^ he would order 
him instantly to pay the money, or send him to the Guard House until he complied, and 
some times would ^ve a little time to pay; there was no process or costs in these cases. If 
the debtor, however, had no property, ilie pai-ty was set at liberty. One Grancliin owed 
me a debt. I complained to Gov. Hamilton, who sent for him. He came, and being asked 
if he had any thing to say against the debt, he said no. He then ordered him to give me 
an old negro wench in payment, and she served me twenty-five years. 

1779. — The Governor, getting fired of administering Justice, proposed to the merchants to 
establish a Court of Trustees with jurisdiction extending to ten pounds Halifax. Eighteen of 
these Trustees entered into a Bond that three of them should he a weekly Court in rotation, 
and that they should defend any appeal which might be taken to the Courts of Montreal. 
Tills court lasted for about eighteen months, and none ever appealed from it. It was consid- 
ered as a conrt of conscience. They had certain forms of process, — they rendered judgment, 
aud issued executions. They had a constable and a Clerk, and imprisoned their prisoners io 
the Guard House, 

Onr goods were imported from Montreal The cnly mode of conveyance was by the King's 
ship^ who dehvered them here free of freight 

When an Indian committed a depredation on the Canadians they generally rose in a body, 
and hung the Indian without any ceremony The citizens depended principally for eatables on 
the Indians who supplied them with the quadrupeds of the forest. A milch cow was then 
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generally sold for one hundred dollars, and a pair of steers would sell for two hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

The circulating medium in the coanti7 consisted chiefly of paper money issned by the meir- 
chants, from asispence to twenty shillingg, and purported to be payableto the bearer, Femiia- 
sion was given by the Governor to strike off so much money in shin plasters as a person !i 
property to redeem in that month. The property was valued by appraisers, or s. bond m 
given with security to redeem. Oq the day of payment, each trader eschangod with him who 
had his bilia, and this was found to answer every purpose of trade, and seldom or erer any 1 
accraed from this mode of dealing. At_thi$ time the Indians used to spear the fish, and scH 
them here for rum aud whiskey. 

The citizens al! lived then like one family, — had Detroit assemblies wheiB ladies never went 
without being in their silks. The people dressed very richly. Assemblies were once a week, 
and sometimes once a fortnight. Dining parties were freijuent, and they drank their w 

UETROIT IN 1E05 -BetoretheFirc. 

The old town previous to the fire, occupied a site embraced within the following limits : 
Griswold St. on the east, and Oass street ou the wist, and citendiog from the river to Larned 
street, secured by a stockade on the west and east running from the river to Fort Shelby, 
( present north liue of Congress street.) Id rear of the fort was the Eoyal Miiitaiy garden, on 
the east the Commanding Officers' Field, and east of the stockade en tie bank of the river was 
the Navy Garden, Where Woodward avenne now is, aud betweea Woodbiidge and 
Atwater streets was the Navy Yard. The names of the streets in the old town were 
Louis, St. Ann, St. Joseph, St. James, St. Honore and L'Emeaa. The width of the widest 
(St Ann) was but 20 feet, at eitlier end of which were gates forming the c«ly enljances into 
the city. A carriage way which was called Chemin dv, Ronde, eocircled the town just inside 
the palisades. A large creek called "River Savoyard" bordered by low marshy grounds 
separated the high ridge upon which the old town was built, from the high grounds along tl 
summit of which runs at present Fort street. This creek extended from the river near tl 
lower line of the Oaea farm, along a line between Congress and Larned streets to Woodward 
avenue, and across Congress street and Michigan avenue, into Fort street; thence east along 
the line of Fort street That part of the town not required for public use was subdiviited 
into 59 lots. The names of freeholders in the old town were : Askin, Abbott, McDonald, 
McDougall, Meldrum, Parke, Grant, Chagrin, McGregor, Campau, McKea, Oadney, Macomb, 
Roe, Howard, Tremble, Sparkio, Leith, Williams, Ridley, Fra^r, Haines, DoIsod, Jayer, 
I^efoy, Thebauld, Duhamcl, St. Cosmo, Belauger, LaFleur, Cote, Scott, LaFootalne, Bird, 
StarUng, Andrews, Harfoy and Ford. 

The destruction of the old town was so fi»r fortunate that it led to the adoption of a plan 
better adapted to a city, such as Detroit has become. 

THE NEW TOWN. 

The site of the city is an elevation of about 30 feet, along the river front, rising farther 
backto about 60 feet, afl'ordingmost perfect drainage, covering an area within its corporate 
limits of 33G8 acres, about one-third of which is closely covered by buildings. These limits 
will probably he enlarged on the river front in each direction at the meeting of the next 
Legislature. 

The Governor and Judges who laid out the new town, seemed to anticipate the future 
importance of the city, and to then- foresight, good taste and judgment, are we indebted for the 
reserves of the Grand Circus, Campus Martius, East, West, Centre and Capitol Parks, and 
the numerous wide avenues, from 120 to 200 feet in width. 

It is in contemplation now to soon embellish tho parks and circusses with public fonntaios. 

Detroit was incorporated a city by an act of the Governor and Judges in 1815, seven years 
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before Boston bore the name and privileges of a, city, nod the government was vested in five 
trustees. This act wag suspended in 1824, by a new charter passed by the Legislative council, 
when the late Gen John K. Williams, was ehosen Major. 
Sec. 1, of the act of 1815 reads as follows : 

'■Be it enacted, by the Governor and Judges of Michigan that so much of an -'Act to repeal 
all Acts of the parliament of England and of the parliament of Great Brittain within the Terri- 
tOTy of Michigan in the United States of America, and for other purposes" as repeals " An 
Actto incorporate the Town of Detroit " euacted by the Legislative Ooancil and House of 
Eepresentatives of the North Western Territory, in Genei-al Assembly, approved at Chiliiootne 
on the eighteenth day of Janaary in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
two, he and the same are hereby repealed." lion. Solomon Sil>Iey, was chairman of the 
first Board of Trustees, and Thomas Rowland, Secretary. In 181() the Boai-d consisted of 
George McDougall, Abrani Edwards, Oliver W. Miller, Peter J. Desiioyers and Stephen Mack. 
Geoi^ Mcltougall chmrman, and Tiios. Eowland, Secretary. 

Tlie first public maritet house was erected in 1816 by Capt. Benj. Woodworth, undar a 
contract with the Trustees, at a cost of fifteen hundred dollars. It was built in the centre 
of "Woodward avenue, a little south of Jefferson avenue, and covered a space of about 30 by 
70 feet, one story high, composed merely of a roof supported by posts, and enclose 1 with 
slats three inches apart, and served as a public wliippiiig place until the law was repealed. The 
culprits were placed outside with tlioir hands thrust through the slats and tied on the inside, 
when the officer wonld apply the lash onthe bareback of the victim. 

When Detroit was first incorporated as a city, the only road leading out of it was theone np 
and down the river. The mail was brought around the lake, through Ohio, on horseback, and 
when the road was very had a man cairied it on his shoulders through the Black Swamp, 
Tlie Sret line of cariiages between Detroit and Ohio was established m 1827. 

Detroit is a port of entry, tie commercial metropolis of the State of Michigan, and occupies 
a central position on the great ch^n of rivers and lakes two thousand miles in extent, and 
forming together the greatest body of inland navigable waters in the world. 

The following will show in a condensed form, estimates of the mean, length, breadth, depth, 
area and elevation of the several bodies of water which compose the great chain. 
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The location of the city is pleasant, commanding a fine view of tho surrounding country, 
with Canada in the foreground, and of the river for miles above and below until intercepted 
by beautiful islands. It was originally selected by the natives of the forest with their usual 
SHgacity, as a site for their villages, and was thas occupied before the Lake Country was 
dUcovered by Europeans two hundred and forty-five years ago, and for about ninety years after- 
wards, orcntil the year of our Lord 1701, when it was taken possession of by the Prenoh who 
erected "FortPoauhartrain" for the purpose of establishing a fur trading post, and protect- 
ing the traders. 

The compiler of these sketches first visited this city in the spring of 1827, without any 
inteution of permauently locating here, buta short residence sufficed to render his attachment 
enduring, and it has ever since been his home. Having never been from it more than a few 
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week! . I. time, viiittagcleinoitiei and. I ei«l>Bucce.!i.-. return he ha. b.ilod with 
delight his approach to the good old City of the Straits, up its beautiful mer of tlie 
purest of water. There is no other de-troii like it, with its elevated shores, lined with 
villages, viUas, stately mansions, French farm-houses, windmills, and pear trees of more 
than'a ceotur^s gro\.th; its hroad stream deep and clear with no veto "sandbara" or " snaee- 
heads"to w.irrraji(, and no fleet of "Steam Tugs" and "Lighteis" to aid navigation. 

Detroit in 1S27 was the only municipal corporation in the tenitory of Michigan. It 
contained a population at that time of ahout two thousand souLs, which was about one- 
tenth the population of the whole torftoiy, who »eni selllod along the Lakes mid rivers, 
from Monroe to St Clair, Mackinaw and Green Bay; and hut little was knoan of the 
Interior of the territory, which was for the mo.t part a wilderness of forest and praiiio, 
though a few scattered settlements had hccn made in Washtenaw and Oalthind counties, 
with here and there alog house. A water flour mill hail boencrcctcd a year or two piwions 
atPontiacby Col. StepheoMack and Hon. Solomon Sihley, which was tiro flrsl in Miohipn. 

The city at that time was bat litUo else than a mflitary and foi-trading post The 
inhabitants were principally native French, though there wore a number of families hero 
from the eastern States, but not more than a dosen from any foreign country. 

The buildmga were mostly conatrncted of wood, one or two stories high, with steep roofs 
and dormer windows The banks of the ri.or within view of the cit, wore studded with 
wind grist mills, and flour was brought to the city aod sold only in sacks. Smce that time 
great ohauges Lave taken place, and scarcely a vestago of tlie old city rommn.. A groat 
portion of the then limits nftho city, have been swept over by iiro and re-bmlt with snhsUn- 
tial business buildings. 

Then the steam boat anivals wore three or lour a week, now there ai-o ogbt or ten a 

"■rhen there were but three or four whaiwes at wliich vessels could unlade; now its docks 
eiteno for more than two miles. Then there wire but two or throe turnpike roads tending 
from the city now there are plank roads and railroads io every direction. 

Then a mail frem the east arrived once or twice a week, now we have three or four from 
the east daily, and the telegraph wires extending hi various directions, peimilting mstant 
communication with far distant points. 

(The tolegraph line was completed to Detroit and dispatches were received from the city 
of New York for the first time, March 1st 1848.) 

Then the fronts of the residences of James Abbott Col. Anderson, Gen Lamed, the 
brothers Cote, Mrs. Deverauj and Dr. Hard, situalod on tlie west side of Woodward avenno, 
between the river and Congress street worn shaded by an almost continuous row of sMely 
trees There was the old meat market in Woodward avenue, below Jeffenon, mid the old 
wooden Preshytorimi church, corner of Lamed street and Woodward avenue. The 
residence of Eobert Smart Esq., south of iho Church, and at the comer of Woodward 
avenue and Woodbridge sti-eet was tlie Godfrey House, nearly opposite was Smith 3 Tavern. 
Where the " Sational" now stands, there was a smafl yellow house iu the centre of a 
large potato lot and beyond was a vast common, the Jail, where Centre Park now is, 
the Methodist Chmch a httlo to the east OlIfTs Tavemnoar the grand oircus, Gon. Williams 
barn, and an occasional ihantee. Those were afl that mtcrcepted a view of the forest 

"in Jadge Sibley's field, west of Woodward avenue and north of the rosidenee of Dr. DuBold, 
w«i a small Fort called Fort Croghao, which had boon thrown up by the oitiseus and mounted 
with a few pieea of rniaicry for the pnrpose of protecting the mhabitmita against the incur- 
sions of the Indimis, who came from ' the woods and drove ol cattte that were feeding on the 

commons and murdered the inhabitants. 
On Jefferson avenue, west of Woodward, there were in the first two blocks a number of 
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Email stores — interspersed with dwellings, and thoso extended to the liiie of the Cass furm 
just below Cass street. 

The " Cass Farm" was then a farm with but the farm-house, barns, &a, and an Indian 
store-house and disljilery on the lower line, and an ox mill on the river front. 

The first block in Jefferson Ave. oast of Woodward was occupied on either Bide by small 
stores, and on the N. W. eornei- of Bates sti-oet was tie store and dwelling of Peter J- 
Desnoyer, Esq. On the south-east comer the store and dwelling of Gen. J E. Williams, 
east of which was Pat. Palmer's tavern, and the residences of John Whipple, Judge Chipman 
and Bai-nabas Campau, Esq., and on the comer the Masonic Hall and Council House. 
Crossing Randolph street on the site now occupied by the "Biddle House" was the 
brick i-esidence of Maj. John Biddle — constmcted by Govemor Hull, in 1807, and it was the 
first brick house built in the city, and next the residence of Hon. B. A, Brush ; opposite 
was the brick residence and estensive fruit garden of Judge Sibley. Oa the north-wast 
corner of Randolph street was the Bank of Michigan, formerly occupied by the Detroit 
Bank, chartered in 1806 and broke in 1810, and west wore the residences of Major Koaraley, 
Dr. Brown and Thos. F. Knapp. All thtse are now gone, and with the exception of the 
old arsenal and the residence of the late T. S Wendell, Jos. Campau's dwelling, and 
Smart and Desnoyer's stores, not a building remains along the wholeestent of Jefferson ave- 
euue, which was existing iu 1627. 

Jeffei-son avenue until about this time terminated at tho line of the Brush fai-m, whenit 
was opened up as far as Russell street, but with stem opposition from tho owners of the farms. 
There were then no buildiags to obstruct tho view of the fields and woods beyond, 
from the avenue in the vicinity of Brush street. The only road at the time to Haratramck 
and Gross Point was on the ri^cr beach, to gain which from the avenue down Randolph 
street, you^passed the Steamboat Hotel, the principal taTern in the city, kept by Capt. 
Beuj. Woodworth, brother of the author of the " Old Oaken Bucket." Capt. W. emi- 
grated to this city in 18ofi; and now resides at St. Clair. Nearly opposite the hotel was the 
residonceof Dr. McOoskrey, uncle of the presentworthy Episcopal Bishop of the diocese 
of Michigan. Doct. McC. came to Detroit with Wayne's army in 1793, of which he 
was the surgeon. Turning from Randolph into Atwater st, on the south, was the Carding 
and Full Cloth Factory of Messrs. French & Eldred; and just beyond, at the foot of 
Bmsh street was the Smith Shop of Harvey Williams, in front of wfdch Ohe-minck, son of 
that notorious Indian Chief, Kish-ka-go killed an Indian. Kish-ka^go and son were 
arrested and lodged in Jail. Kish-ka-go supposed that he was detained for the murder of 
some white man, he having killed several, and he could not bo pei-suaded to the contrary, 
though informed of the fact by Col. Beaufait. His reply to the Col. was, "bo the hats never 
forget." Kish-ka-go called himself the " son of thunder." He sent a messenger to Saginaw 
with instructions to summons his band together and hold a wa-bi-no to importune thunder, 
(his father,) to come and throw down the jail and liberate him, on a particular day he 
named. The Chief waited patiently and sullenly for the day when he was to be liberated. 
Tho day came, but thunder did not, and he cjmmittod suicide by taking poison furnished 
by his squaw. Ohe-minck, escaped from the Jail and was not retaken. 

East of Bandolph street, extending along the front of the Brush, Beaubien, Moran, 
Eivard, Mullet, Gouin and Dequindre Farms were estonsive old Pear Orchards of centurial 
trees— they having been transplanted there fi-om that enchanted garden of Europe—" La 
belle France" — by the early French imigrants who brought the young trees with them. 
In front of these was a green lawa with a gentle slope to the beach of the river. 

Annually, in the month of June, thousands of Indians came from the Upper Lakes on 
their way to Maiden to receive presents from tho British Government, who stopped and 
lined tho beach with their birchen canoes, and pitched their tents beneath the shade of 
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On rpcallins to memory those old Pear ti-ees, and the green lawn beneath and in front 
of them, the many pleusawt hourg spent rambUng there, eating of their delicious fruit, 
we contemplate with regret the changes; scarce half a dozen of the old trees remaining; 
tho ii-on rails are stretched, and the filing and rumbling of the iron horse ia heard 
where they were. On turning down the river to the other line of the city, and recalling 
the dcli-'littul promenade along the high banks of the river, which at this point formed a 
beautiful bay, across the fronts of the Cass, Jones, Forsytb, LaBrosae, Baiter and Wood- 
bridge farms, and sweeping down past the residences of Robert Abbott, and Judge May, 
and reflecting that this, too, haa been aacriflced and leveled low, to accommodate commei-- 
cial and railway facilities, stil! more doesit cause one to regret that the Star of Empirein its 
westward flight visited the City of the Strwts. It makes one almost sigh with the ancient 
kabifana, at the remembrance of those times when tho city was visited by an occasional 
steamer to bear away the furs, fish and sugar broughthitherinthe birch canoe, from the 
lake country above, and wish for the return of the good old days when the Indian canoe, 
French callash, caiTjall and charrette,were the only vehicles of conveyance. Butff^w of tho 
buildings of that day now remain. The most compact part of the city was between Jefferson 
avenue and the river, and the only buildings of that day now standing there, are Jos. Cam- 
pau's dwellingon Jefferson avenue, and the Hanks house on Bat«s street ; all the rest are 
gone, and the most of them were swept off by fire. 

On Woodward areiiuo the dwelling of John Owen Esq. now occupied by John Webster as a 
hardware store, is the only one remaining. Besides these, there is the old fai-m house of 
Gen. Cass, which is now on tho north side of Larned street. The brick dwellings of 
Messrs. Jackson and Cooper, on Michigan avenue, the Academy near the water works 
office on Bates street, the Browning House farther up, the Cathedral of St. Ann, and part 
of the Bishops palace, since encircled by brick, the Abbott house opposite, (which was 
on that spot when the town was destroyed by fire in 1805, and it is the only one of that 
day, except the Morau farm house on Woodbridge street, now remiunitig in the limits of 
tho city.) The Andre house on Randolph street, and the one opposite occupied by the 
Catholic Sistera' School, and the dwelling of Mra. McDonald, comer of Fort and Shelby sts., 
formerly the quarters of the commandiag ofRcers of Fort Shelby. 

The above, it is believed, ai-e the only buildings of 1827 that now remain, oicopt some 
that may have been re-built or ro-modeled so as not to be identified at this time. 

Fort Shelby was removed in 1827—8, and the earth was used in iillmg up tho embank- 
ment then bomg constructed along the whole water froot of the city, by order oE the 
authorities, the expense of which was assessed on the adjoining property. This was done 
as a sanitary measure, and the health of the city, which a year or two previous had been 
bad, was very much improved. 

MAYORS. 

The foUoiving gentlemen have held the oflice of Chief Magistrate of the city, and were 
elected as follows; 

John R. Williams, elected in 1824 ; John R. Williams, 1826 ;Henry I. Hunt,1826; John 
Biddle, 1827; John Biddle, 1828; Jonathan Keavsley, 1829; John B. Williams, 1830; 
MarahaU Chapin, 1831 ; Levi Cook, 1832; Marshall Ohapin, 183^ ; Charles C. Trowbridge, 
1834, resigned in August, and Andrew Mack elected to fill vacancy ; Levi Cook, 1835 ; 
Levi Cook, 1836 ; Henry Howard, 1837 ; Augustus S. Porter, 1838; resigned in the 
fall, and Asher B. Bates, Recorder, acted; De Garmo Jones, 1839; Zina Pitcher, 1840; 
Zina Pitcher, 1841; Douglass Houghton, 1842; Zina Pitcher, 1843; John R. WiUianis, 1844; 
John R. Williams, 1846 ; John R. Williams, 1846 ; James A. Van Dyke, 1847 ; Frederick 
Bubl, 1848 ; Charles Howard, 1849 ; John Ladue, 1850; Zachariah Chandler, 1851 ; John 
H. Harmon, 1852 ; John H. Harmon, 1853; Oliver M, Hyde, ISH and Henry Ledyard, '55- 
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Thoir business or profession and term of servico wove as follows: 
John R. Williams, Merchant, -.--., g terras 

Henry I. Hunt, do - - - . . - - 1 do 

John Biddle, Officer IT. S. A.. 2 do 

Jonathan Keorsley. Officer U. S. A. - - - - - - 1 do 

Marshall Ohapin, Physician, - . . - . . . 2 do 

Levi Cook, Merchant, - - - - - - . - Z do 

C. C. Ti-owbridge, Rinkcr, } 

Andrew Mack, seaman, ^ ------Ido 

Hemy Howard, Merchant - - - - . - -Ido 

Augustus S. Porter, Lawyer, } 

Asher B. Bates, Lawyer, J ^ «» 

De Garmo Jones, Merchant, - - - - . . -I do 

Zina Pitcher, Physician, - - . . . . , 3,10 

Douglass Houghton, PhysiHan, • - - . - . . I do 

James A. Van Dyke, Lawj-er, - - - - . . . 1 do 

Frederick Buhl, Merehaot, - - . . . _ -Ido 

Charles Howard do - - . . . , . 1 ,ju 

John Ladue, Tanner, - - - - , . . -Ido 

Zaciiariah Chandler, Mei-chant, - . . . _ 1 ,]„ 

John H. Harmon, Printer, - - .... 2 do 

Olivei- M. Hyde. Merchant, 1 do 

Henry Ledyard, Lawyer, ~ . . . . . , -Ido 

Heniy I. Hnnt died during his oflicial terra in '25, Marshall Chapin died in 1833, Douglass 
Houghton died in 1845, De Oarmo Jones died in 1846, John Ladue died in 1854, John R. 
Wiiliams died in 185i, Andrew Mack died in 1854, and James A, Van Dyke died in 18S5. 
John Biddle is now sojonrning in Fi-ance, Augustus 8. Porter now resideaat Black Rock, 
N. Y., Henry Howard in Buffalo N. Y., and Ashor B. Bates in Sandwich Islands. Jonathan 
Kearsley, Levi Cook, Charles C. Trowbridge, Zina Pitcher, Frederick Buhl, Charles Howard, 
Za^hariali Chandler, John E Harmon, Oliver M. Hyde and Henry Ledyard, the present in- 
cumbent, all reside here. 

POPULATION. 

The population of the city pmpsr retuniedin the spring of 1S54, as taken by authority of 
the State, was 40,373. A population of 3,000 reside in contiguous city suburbs, which for 
all business estimates should properly be taken into account. 

Aportion of the population are foreigners, many of whom are uneducated, and do not speak 
English at all. They regard the operation of the census as a preparatory process to tax 
them according to their nuraeration, and it is now known that the census taken was quite 
below the true number. A fall census of the city and suburb population, which are substan- 
tially one, would have shown a population of from 47,000 to 50,000 souls. 

The population at the following periods, from 1820, was aa follows: 



... 2,232-1 nciieE.g 



It will be seen that the population has doubled iu the four years preceediug 1854, and 
the water assessment just made shows that the ratio of increase has not diminished daring 
the past yoai-. The assessor found five hundred and seventy-five families residing in the 
city more than there were one year ago. 
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paid 
b/ Bpecul Bss^arocnt. tlABII-ITTES. 

The cifyliftbaitieB are: Bonds due in 1855, $53,609; in 1867. ®20,00O! in 1858, «50,- 
000 ! in 1859, §60,000 ; in 1865, t60,(;00 ; in i860, $10,919 ; in 1870, 827,926; in 1871, 
®19,32<^ in 1872, f400; in 1873, §22,000 ; optJoual, SS^aO ^-Totol, f3l 7,633. Those wero 
issued for consO'uctioa of the original Water Works, Public Sewei-s, City Hall, Markets, 
Sic. &c., the payment whereof is provided for by the Common ComicU, and the interest 
on which is paid by du-ect annual tax. 

By a law of the Legislature of the State, no further bonds for pui-poscs of city improTe- 
ments can issue from tlie Common Council, but all improvements thereafter to be mado 
must be provided for and paid for by dii-ect fax at the time of conatruction. 
: The law also i-equires a stated sum to be annually raised by tax, to go into a sinking 
fund pledged to the extinguishment of the public debt. Since the passage of the law, 
the sum of $36,199 38 has been placed to the credit of the public debt. This fund is com- 
puted to extinguish the above debt in seventeen yeaj-a. 

The Water Works liabilities are ; Bonds due in 1873, 650,000 ; in 18T8, $100,000 ; in 
1880, $50,000; in 1883, 100,000; in 1885, 8100,000 ;m 1890, $100,000;— Total, $500,000; 
$250^000 of which is non- on hand to complete the ce -construction of the works. 

Total liabilities of city and water works $817,622, 
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In 1836, tbe total liabilities of the city wore only f 8,495. 

The present debt of the city hns sioce been created for the construction of wator works, 
sewers, paying, public markets, &c., Sec, besides some tbings less UBofuI which, it is not 
necessary now to i^ecall — let by-gones be by-gonea. 

The largest portion of the debt contracted, has been applied to public improvements, 
imperiously demanded by the public weaJ. The public sowei-s —which improved property 
checked disease, and so materially advanced the convenience of the public — need no 
defense. 

The watei-- works — the noblest improvements of our city— upon which its protection 
from Are, its health, its convenience, its comfort, so much depends — are not too dear at 
any price, and which now will take care of the liabilities properly belonging to them. 

The annual city tax has increased in ten yeai-s —from 1845 to 18S5 — from $l9,O0O to 
$163,0CN). The pui-poses for which the tax of the present year was levied, were as fol- 
lows: Payment of interest $23,367; sinking fund $5,000; common schools fl9,9C6; 
road tax ©8,000 ; contingent fund $19,661 ; general fund $23,757 ; iire department $4,- 
925; street lamps $1,000; genei-al road fund $11,066; improvement of parks 81,200; 
sewers §38,960; site for Alms House $5,000 ; extension of market $2,1C0; payment on 
lot forcityHall$700; total 9163,702. Tliis sum, though large, was imperiously demanded 
in consequence of the rapid growth of the city and expansion of its improved hmlfs, and 
was cheerfully voted and paid by our citizens, witJi commendable firmnesa and patriotism, 
rather than add to the public debt of the city, and they will contieue to do so hereafter 
so long as it is necessary, for tho improvement, health and prosperity of the city, and they 
nresatisfiedit is judiciously and honestly applied to the objects for which it is voted. The 
character and reputation of their city they prize above all other considerations, and will 
never suffer them to be tarnished. 

The cniTent expenses of tlio city_in 1844-5 exclusive of interest paid, was $6,922 35, 
in the year 1854-5 they amounted, exclusive of interest and amount to sinking fund, to 
8105,6ia 94. 

IIOTI!f.«. 

The Hotels of Doti'oit are renowned tor comfort, neatness and excellence of their fare. 
There are forty-nine hotels in the city, of various grades, several of which, usually denomi- 
nated first class hotels, were designed arid erected expressly for that purpose, and are 
large and extensive edifices, constructed in the most modem style with evei^ modern 
improvement attached, affording to the sojourner every comfort, convenience and luxury. 
There are also a number of largo taverns with extensive brick stables attached, designed 
and built expressly for the accommodation of farmera who come from a distance, bringing 
their produce to market with their own teams. 

AR CHI TECTVOE. 

In the erection of buildings, our citizens have generally been more solicitous of utility 
than ornament. Still wo can point the stranger to some of the handsomest and most 
classic structures of modem times. The three Presbyterian Curches, one of stone, the 
Othera of brick, covei-ed with mastic, and the Congregational Church, of brick and mastic, 
recently erected, are highly ornate, both exterior and interior, and almost stupenduously 
magnificent. 

Besides these there are the Odd Fellows Hall, Firemens' Hall, Young Mens' Hall, 
Masonic Hall, IT. S. Court House, Peninsular Bank, Savings Bank, St. Pauls Church, 
Mariners Church, Cathedral of St Feter and St. Pauls, and lat Methodist and Unitarian 
Churches and whole blocks of stores, which arc fine specimens of architecture. There 
are also a number of private dwellings which are as fine specimens of the subhme art as 
any western city can boast of. 

The Marine Hospital and Custom House and Post Office buildings soon to be erected 
by the General Government, and the Alms House and City Hall to be erected by the 
city, will be material acquisitions to our public buildings, and display of architecture. 
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PUBLIC GHOONDS. 

The wido avenues and public parka and squares of Detroit, ai-e eridonces and enduring 
monumenta of the wisdom, good taste and judgement of the Governor and Judges who 
devised and adopted the plan of the city, and elicit the entliusiastic commendation of 
strangers who visit us, which besides being adornments of an attractive charactei', are of 
vast utility in ventilating the city, and rendering it more salubrious, and in arresting the 
spread of fires. Tho Governor and Judges who adopted tho plan, were as follows: 

William Hull, Governor, Augustus B. Woodward, James Witherell and James Griffon, 

The original plana were drawn m sections— 12 in number, and each section signed 
bj William Hull, Governor, and Peter Audrian, Secretary. The plan was designed and 
proposed by Judge Woodward and is commonh called " Woodwai-d's plan" and it is fit 
andduo to his memory that Iho most pionunont publie ground should bear his name, it 
is therefore proposed that Gi-and Cirtus nhich is now divided into two parks, be by tho 
Common Council hei-eafter designated by the n^me of "Woodward Parl;s." 

Campus Maitius, which is crossed by Woodward avenno, is COO feet long and 250 feet 
wide, ill the centre of which a fountdin is to be j laced at some future day. 

The city has recently purchased from the State a large lot, on the west side of 
the square, with a front of 2S0 feet on Griswold sti-cet, for a site for the proposed City 
Hall, and on the east of the square is the Public Marliet extending down the centre of 
Michigan avenue, which avenno is 2(J0 feet v 

The Grand Circus which is also crossed in the centre by Woodward avenue, is a half 
circle, 500 feet across on Woodward avenue and 1000 feet on Adams avenue, on either 
side of Woodward avenue the grounds are enclosed, and set with trees, forming two 
parks. The water has been lately introduced into the centre of each of these, preparatory 
to the erection of fountains, which ai-e to be immediately added, and the walks made 
agreeably to tho beautiful plan which has been adopted, when the gi-ounds will be thrown 
open to the public. 

Centre Fart is situated on the north side of State street, between Fan-ar and Fai-mer 
streets, and has a front on State street of 312 feet. It is enclosed and trees set, and is 
soon to be embellished with a fountain. 

Capitol Park is situated on the north side of State street, between Griswold and 
Rowland sts, and has a front on State street of 168 feet. This park is enclosed; in tho 
centre of which is the old State Capitol building, oocupied by one of tho Public Union 
Schools. 

Besides the foregoing there is the oast Park, surrounded by Farmer, Randolph and 
Bates sts., forming a triangle, with a front of IGG feet on either stroci, which is enclosed 
and trees set, and a fountain is now being placed in the centre. 

The west Park is triangular, surroucded by State, Park and Palmer streets, with 
a front on State street of 1G8 feet. This Park has for many years been occupied by one 
of the PuWic School Houses, which is now to be removed, the ground enclosed and em- 
bellished with trees and a fountain. 

North Park is triangular, surrounded by Randolph, Grand Eiver and Centre streets 
with a fronton Centre street of 80 feet; Crawford Fark,at crossing of Fifth and Orchard 
street, is oblong, 140 by 144; Elton Pai-k at crossing of Fifth and Oak street is oblong, 140 
by 2 J4 feet- 

Besides the Parks, Washington avenue extending from Michigan avenue to the Grand 
Circus 1400 feet, is 200 feet in width, which is wide enough to admit of being parked 
100 feet in the centre, and still leave ample carriage way on wther side and also Madison 
avenue of the same width, extending from Eandolph street to the Grand Circus TOO feet. 
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Should tlieso two avenues be parked in tiie centre as proposed, they wiH, in connection 
wJtii the Grand Circus, form a, continuous grand promenade, of ffioro than half u niilo 
in eitcnt, iVom Michigan avenue lo Randolph street. 

A move has recently been made by our Common Council, lo purchase a beautiful 
groye,embradngmajiy aci-es of landoQ the Woodbridgo iatm, adjoining the west line of 
the city, north of Michigan avenue. 

IVIUTH or AVENUE^. 
Weshingfon Avenue, ------- 200 feet. 

Jefferson Avenue, 120 feet. 

Adams Avenue, - ^'^ f<^et. 

Madison Atenuo, 200 feet 

Jloiiroe Avenue, 130 feet. 

\l'oodwai-d Avenue, 1^** ftiet. 

Miami Avenue, ,.---.-- ISO foet. 

J lacorab Avenue, .---.--. 120 foiit. 

East Michigan Avenue, ..------ 200 feet. 

West Michigan Avenue, ------- 100 feot. 

Cass Avenue, -------- 100 feet. 

Five of which bear the names of the fire Presidents of the United Sfntes, who had occupied 
the cbdr, previous to the adoption of the plan, and their statues placed at the head of each 
of the avenues bearing their names rfspectively, would be an appropriate embellishment, and 
it is also su^ested that the name of Campus Martius be changed to " Cass Square," and 
that a Statue of Gen. Cass be placed tbore. The streets ore generally from SO to 80 feet 

raEncsNTii:.T7. 

Detroit, from its first settlement in 1701, has rani; ed first as a commercial point on the 
western hakes. A company styled tlic " Company of the Colony of Canada," was incorpo- 
rated bytheColony ofCanadaat a Conventionlicld at Quebec, Oct. 31, 1701, which conferred 
upon them the right "to trada at Detroit in bearer a«d other peltides to the entire escluaion 
of all private individuals." 

M. de La Motte Cadillac, the first commandant at Detroit who was commissioned by Louis 
SIV., ia a letter to Count Fonchartrian in 1T03. says, that his design in projeetisg the 
establishment of a trading post here in ITOl, was to afford protection to commerce, since from 
this place we can go by canoe to all the nations that are around the lakes ; it is a door- 
by which one can go in and out to trade with all onv allies. And we find that Charlavois,, 
a Fi-ench Jesuit Missionary who visited this city as early aa 1720, speaks of a complaint 
that the English merchants sell merchandize to the savages cheaper than the Frcaeh do, 
thereby drawing all the trade to New York. 

In 1787, that patriarch native citizen among u.', who was born jnst after the efose of the 
Ponliac war, Joseph Campaa, Esq., actively engaged in the moi-eantilo bnsinegs here, and 
continued in it for about forty years. In early times ho annually visited the efty of Montreal, 
conveying in birch bark canoes cargoes of furs, &e., and returning with tbem freighted with 

Mr. Campau for many years had two stores, one where his present residence is, then the 
south side of St, Ann street, and the other on the river, a few rods above Ladno & Eldreda 
tannery. The old building was torn down a few weeks since. 

The late Barnabas Campau, Esq,, bis brother, and tho late Gen. J. B. Williams, hia 
nephew, were for many years employed by him as clerks, both of whom subsequently were 
engaged for many years in the raereaBtile business on their own account, and as well as 
Mr. J. Campau, accumulaled large fortunes. It was not until about tho year ],7H9 that any 
American merchants established themselves here. 
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In 18la thsre were fire or ais merelianta here, who imported their goods from tlie east, 
among whom irero our estimable and enterprising citizen, Shubael Conanf, Esq, and the 
venerable Joseph C.impau, Esq., who ai e the only ones of that time now resJiJcnts among us. 
The books of Mossra. Maek fc Conant, in possession of David Cooper, Esq., show that this 
firm imported their drj goods f om England in 1818. The following prico eurr.int for 
1808 is made up from tiie account books of Thomas Eniei-son & Co., Mei-ehants, hei'e at 
that time, which are a'so in f oascssion of Mr. Cooper, who at that time was in the com- 
pany's employ as book keeper. 

Tea per lb. 10b. ; Loaf Sugar per lb. Ss. 6d, ; Brown Sugar pa- lb. 2a. 6d ; Yellow Soap 
per lb. 3s. 6d.i Tallow Candles per lb- ^B.; Coffee per lb. 4s.; Pepper per lb. 5g.; Cheese 
pcrlb. 2s.; Butter per lb. 2s.; Whiskey per galL Ss.; Boots per pair 810.; Paper per qu!re 
4s.; British Shirting per yai-d 6s. Furs — Raccoon 2s. 6d.; Pox 2s. fid.; Otter 20a.; Mink 
3s.; Cat 2s. 6.; Muikrat 2s. 6.; Beaver 243. Oats per bushel 4 ; Corn 6s. Plour per bbl 
44a. ITiis firm shipped that year a Jarga lot of flour to Fort Wayne, and paid 28s. per 
barrel, transportation on the same. 

There ai-s at this time throe hundred and thirty- five stores of various kinds m the city. 
The atocta of merchandize formerly kcpl, were verj' much mixed, consisting of staple and 
fjucy dry goods, groceries, iron and nails, cr.ickery, hardware, leather, boots aud shoes, hats 
aud caps, clothing, Sec, Sec, " couDtry stock." 

But within a few years past business has become thoroughly divided, and we now have onr 
esclusive dry goods stores. Carpet stores, gi-ocery stores, drugs and medioiue stores, iron 
stores, hai-dwarostoi-es, crockery stores, leather stores, boot andshoe stores, hat, cap and 
fur stores, book stores, agricultural implements and seed stores, tea stores, wine and h'quor 
stores, furniture stores, &c., &c.,severa! of which confine themselves exclusively to the 
wholesale jobbing business. 

Some of the dry goods stores are not equalled in the west, and excelled only bj few in 
the east, in the beauty and magnificence of their buildings, in their internal arrangements; in 
the extent of atocks or amount of sales. 

With the hope that it will not be considered invidious whore there are so many extensive 
and well arranged dry goods, carp'' d furnishing houaos, the following description of one 
is ventured : 

The store has a fi'ee stone fi'ont, is four stories high, occupies a front of fifty feet, and 
extnading in depth one hundred feet, comprising ten rooms, each twenty-five feet in width 
and one hundred feet in depth, giving an area of 3.^,000 square feet, all of which are filled 
to their utmost capacity with foreign and domestic dry goods, carpets, cloths, millinery and 
clothing, — in addition to which the firm occupy a store-bouse in the rear. The retail 
rooms are four in number, finished in the most gorgeous style. About thi-ee hundred gas 
lights are required to lightthe several apartments. From sixty to seventy-five salesmen and 
from one hundred to one hundred and fifty persons altogether are employed in the several 
departments, and including those outside, seamsters and seamstresses, the firm g^ve employ- 
ment to about six hundred persons. Their invoices of merchandiei imported durirg tho 
year 1854 amounted to more than seven hundred thousand dollars. 

This store waa recently refitted and opened for the fall trade, with an inioieo of goods 
amounting to over four hundred thousand dollars. 

This is beleived to be tho most extensive and best arrangeddrygoodsstore in the United 
States, outside of New York. 

Besides the numerous extensive dry goods and carpet and furnishing stores, there are 
several grocery, hard ware, crockery, furniture, hat, cap and fur, boot and shoe and clothing 
stores, some of which comprise five rooms, twenty-five feet in width and two hundred feet 
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Tho alijpmrais from this port, by the Lakes and Canada Eailway alone, during the 
yeai- 1S54, were ia round numbei-s as follows : 337,000 ban-ela of Hour, 897,000 bustela 
wheat, 687,090 bushels corn, flOOO bushels rye, 2,500 bueliels barley, 228,000 bushels oals, 
1,800 ban-els. and 1000 bags corn meal, 2,200 bags feed, J,300 bags sfiorts, 40 bags buck- 
wheat flour, '300 malt, 3000 bags and 4S0 bbls elorer a grass seed, 3S0 bbls& 230 bags beans, 
20 barrels peas, 194,500 bushels potatoes, 17,000 bushels turnips, 1,200 bushels onions^ 
24.e00 barrels pork, 18,G00 barrels fish, 4,700 barrels beefi 460 barrels fallow, 6,000 barrels, 
and 226 kegs lard, 70 barrels and 2,300 kegs and firkins butter, 550 barrels eggs, 780 boxes 
and 38 casks chccso, 2,200 barrels and IB 7 sacks driedfruit, 340 banelscranberries, 2,400 
baiTcla and 73 sacks green apples, 27 barrels pickles, 230 barrels saur kraut, 300 barrels 
vinegar, 3,800 barrels beer, 7,680 casks highwines, 136 hogsheads and 1,193 barrels sugar, 
460 barrels molasses, 2,350 pactages tobaico, 870 toga nafls, 2,300 roils leather, 17,000 
hides, 1,600 bundles skins, 520 packs furs, COO barrels oil, 1,900 casks ashes, 4,000 baiTeU 
water lime, 300 barrels plaster, SO barrels cement, 9,500 ban-elf, and 1,900 bags saJt^ 62 bai- 
rels eraeters, 117 barrels salts, fis barrels salceratus, 1,000 barrels and 8 casks bees-wax, 
50 packages and 30 tons game, 150 packs hoi-ns, 200 bales h^r, 460 bales hemp, 39 bales 
ginseng, SSO bales broom corn, 570 fruit and ornamental trees, 100 horse rakes, SOO 
stoves, 300 wheelbarrows, 70 carrii^ea and wagons, 37 steam engines, 1000 empty half- 
biirrels, 8,500 dressed hogs, 80 dressed sheep, 9000 hams and shoulders, 480 tons iron, 240 
tons Tiay, 1,500 live hogs, 7,000 head cattle, 3,000 head sheep, 22 horse?, 559,000 lbs rags, 
2,000,000 lbs wool, 119,000 lbs coal, 569 M staves, 4,600 M shingles, 9,000,000 pieces lath. 
20,000,000 feet lumber, 940 tens ingot copper, and 14,000 tons unspecified merchandize. 
This, exclusire of the amount distributed by other modes of transportation, such as the 
Michigan Central, and Detroit and Milwaukee Eaili-oade, and other land carriage. In 
the single article of stOTes, stated above at the number of 300, the real total was actually 
OTof 5000. 

The receipts of general merchandiio for the use of the dty during the year, was 36,233 
tons. In addition, there was also received, 90,000 barrels and 86,000 bags salt, 16,000 
barreU-ivater lime, 60 ban-els stucco lime, 300 barrels cement, 15,500 bai-rels plaster, 336 
tons crude plaster, 1000 tons pig imn, 740 fens raili-oad iron, 2,500 tons coaJ. C,lo'o M 
shingles, 2,400,000 pieces lath, 10,000,000 feet lumber, 80 tons hemp and 25 tons iia^ (man- 
niactured here into rope,) a contignmcnt of furs direct from Russia, (invoiced at $2,200,) 
1,400 tons copper ore, which, after being smelted hero, yielded 946 tons pure ingot copper, 
equal to 66 per cent ; and pine logs manufactured at the mills here into 36,000,000 feet 
ef lumber, and 14,000,000 lath. 
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The weight of mercbamlize of allkindsreceired at tliis poi-t during the yeiir, was ono 
hundred and twenty-sis thousand, eevcn hundred and eighty-ono tons. 

The number of passengers carried through the city by Mich igun Central Emlroad during 
the year 1854 was 4S1,6S9. 

MANCFACTOKIE«, 

It m not intended under this head to exdibit a complete riew of Detroit Miinufantories, 
giving facts and figures in detail, they not being at han J. But some of the departments of 
trade and industry are ennmei-atod and sufficient to establish the fact that Detroit is a mann- 
fiicturing, as well as a commercial city. 

There are, within the city limits, 46 stationary steam- engines-, most of which are Ksed 
ia manufacturing establishments of yarioua kinds ; among them are ten iron machine 
shops, two locomotive manufactories, sereral brass foundries ; sash, door and blind faotorios, 
tobacco and morocco manufactories and tanneries; others are used in saw-mills, flouring mills, 
pkstennills, printing offices, breweries, &c ITiere are in the dtySS mechanic shops, among 
wliicti are sevei"al iron foundries, boiler m^ikers, blachamith shops, carri[ige making, railroad 
car manufactories, furniture and chaiF, extensive boot and shoo and clothing establishmenti' 
(several ot which employ from onohuudrcdto three hundred liaads.) hat and cap manufacto- 
ries and furrioi'S, jewelers, church oi^an, piano forte makers, saddle and hiiroesa makers, 
copper and tin ware manufactories, stone and marble wosks, bakeries, lard oil, soap and 
candSe manufactories, &c., fce. 

Among the most important manufactures ia the city is thit of iron, whieh is now 
carried on the moat extensively, cmplcjing aa they do between one and two thousand 
men: and doing -an aggregate business of over a million dollars anuually. 

The extensive mining and lumber regions of the north do now require all the steam 
ong'nes, and other machinery that can be supplied from this point, while our increasing 
lake marine offei-s to oar engineers a field for competition with tho skill and capital of other 
cities. And here Detroit need have no apprehensions, na the works of pnst ycara sufTicientlj- 
evince the supereior skill of her mechanics, sending forth numbers of elegant low pressure 
engines, without a single failure. 

The demand for engines will further inereaae with the development ©f the iron and 
copper mineral region of Lake Superior, now just rendered accsssible, by tht opening of 
the Sault St. Mary ship canal. 

A rolling mill, prepared forevery kind of work, up to the heaviest railroad iron, ia vei'^ 
much required, and would without doubt prove a profitable investmeBt. 

The rich iron deposits of Lake Superior should be manufactured here at home into every 
form requii'ed. Now the large quantities of ore, or rather pure nalice iron, already pro- 
duced, pass by us for want of works for its manufacturo hero, and near 1000 tons of which 
are returned ui bars and sold and consumed here aunnally. 

The copper smelting works here are altogether too small to smelt all the copper sent 
down to them, and large quantities are sent to works in other cities. Tho catabiiBhmont 
here should bo enlarged or a new one built without delay. 

Lumber is one of our gi'eat staples and must continue to be such for a long time to 
come, surrounded as we are with forests of pine, cherry, black walnut, oak, whito wood 
and other timber. 

The extensive forests of pine, covering a large part of our Peninsula, afford lumber of 
a superior quality, whieh is noted in all the pi-incipai markets. 

The manufacture and shipments areraostly earned on along the St. Clair River, Lake 
Huron, and Saginaw Bay. There are, however, in the city and suburbs ten mills which 
manufactured duiing the year ppst 30,000,000 feet of lumber and 14,000,000 lath. Besides 



Cy<<jOOglC 



21 



this the«j was reMired here fiMn mills elsewhere 10,000,000 feet of lumber, 24,000,000 
lath, and S,100Msbingle3,ma,];inga total for 1854 of 40,000.000 feet of lumber, 38,000,000 
lath, and 5,100 M. shingles. This does not include aay of that which omved hero over 
the plaok-roads from the pine forests of Lapeer county, nor tlio large shipments made 
by our citizens duootlj from the pineries, where many of them own and manage milJs. 
And one of our most oiteiwivo dealera estimates that themills in this city will manufacture 
£0,000,000 feet of pine lumber the present season, (■' Wights mill" alone, will make OTor 
8,000,000 feet.) 

The aboTO represents only the trade in pine lumber, and does not include oali, Idaofc 
walnut, cherry and ivhito wood, of which there are lurgo quantities bought to this market 
and sold frani the stconi miils located at various points in the adjacent surrounding 
country. 

WIANBOTTE. 

This young <aiy, bearing the name of the old Indian Chief, Walk-in-the-Watcr, after 
whom also the first steamboat which ever crossed Lake Erie was named, is situated on 
one of his favwilo hunting grounde, on the bank of the Dclroit river, ten miles below 
the city, and promises soon to become a large manufacturing place, ani a yaluablo tribu- 
tary to the business of this city. 

A Stock Compnuy recently purchiised the " Biddle Fann," containing twenty-two hun- 
dred acioa, from Major Eiddio, the front of wliieh embracing' two miles on tlie river, and 
extcndiug a half a mile back, has been dedicated as the site of the city of Wyandotte. 
Many lots have already hocil sold, and some thirty tenements erected. 

The " Tureka Iron CoEipany" who own extensive iron ore-bods on Lake Superior, 
design to bring down tho ore and manufacture it into pigs at this place for which purpose 
they are ereetiag a blant furnace. Extonsive coalpits are already set up, and a large 
amount of ore is to be brought down from the Lake this fiilL The " Wyandotte Rolling 
Mills Companj'" are ereeting very extensive works. Their main building is now in pro- 
cess of construction,the tin roof being nearly on. Tiie building is one hundred and 
twenty feet equare, tweiity-nino feet between joints, and sijcty-ftvo feet to the top of the 
cupola, The rolling works ai'e propelledby a large engine, taking its steam supply from 
five for(^ foot flew boilers, and the trip-hammer is worked by a separate engine, 

Tho cempany have their machinery on the ground complete, for the manufacture of bar, 
roll, band and other iron. They have a heavy contract for the re-manufacture of railroad 
iron for tho Michigan Central Railroad Company, upon which they will commence as soon 
as their works are in operation. 

^311); FESH TBADE OF THIE LAKKS. 

The eai'ly Trench explorora of the upper lakes,,in ISIO make mention of the white fish 
Mid trout as being very luxurious asid much used for sustenance of life by tho sons of 
the forest. Froto the tiiae civilization dawned upon tlie shores of tho lakes, tho French 
settlers supplied themselves with tliem, and during tho war of 1S12, they were found of 
sthstanti&l benc!^ to cuv soldiers in appeasing their hunger, for the wont of other snp- 

pllM. 

PreviGus to the completion of tlie Erie Canal, salt was mostly transported by the St 
Lawrence and thence up the Lakes, and obtained euly at enormous prices. After the 
eana! was completed it became comparatively cheap, and Mr, Bai'uabas Cnmpau, an 
enterprising merchant of the " oldea time" was induced to pack a few baiTcls of white 
gsh to eMp to Buffalo for sale as an experiment The experiment proved unprofitable, 
but Mi. Conipau continued to pack annually until his death, which wasin 1845, Formany 
years tke consumption was wnflned to Detroit a«d vicinity. 

But in 1330 -emigrtttioa to Michigan rapidly commenced, and increased to such a 
degree in 1834 that the new comers found it diiBcult to purchast produce, on accuunt of 
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the scarcity, as neariy everything consumed was imported from sister States. This 
couaed a great coDsumpHon of M\ and gave birth to the extension of lake fisheries, and 
Bevoral other grounds besides Mr. Compau^s, which was on Belle Isle, (formerly 
Hog Island) owned by himself, and is Still owned by his children,— it is situated a few 
miles above the city. 

From this time the business increased and several grounds were cleared on the St Clair 
Biver, and as the market increased they were estonded to the shores of Lake Huron. 
Several houses in Detroit became eifensirelj eijgaged in the buafticss, employing several 
cessels osclusively in the trade. The American Fur Company also engaged in it; and 
in 1841 two schooners were taken over the foils at the Saut St Marys into Lake Superior, 
for the purpose of fishing on that Lake. 

Lake Sup»ior abounds with the siscotedt, a fish weighing from '3 to 10 pounds. They 
are eseeedingly fat, and when tried will yield 25 per cent of oil. 

There are a great variety offish in the lakes, besides the white fish, siscoweit and trout 
Sturgeon weiging 120 pounds have been taken : trout 60 lbs, musfcolungo 40 Hts; picltorel, 
IB Ibsj mullett, 10 lbs; bill fish 6, cat 25. In the vicinity of the Sanlt St. Mary and all the 
sti-cams emptying into Lake Superior, large .quantities of small speckled or brook trout 
are taken, 

la 1S40 there wore 35,000 bareels of fish of various kinds packed, and it is esfimatod 
tliat the quantity now annually taken cannot be less than 100,000 barrels. The most of 
which is brought to Detroit, where quantities ace sold for home consumption ; and market 
is found for them ia Ohio, Illinois, and Indiana, and it is no uncommon thing to see 
them advertised in St. Louis, Cincinnati, Louisville and Natchez; and on the other hand in 
New York and Boston, while they also show themselves at Sjlem, and Marhlehead, the 
very head quarters of the mackerel flslieries. 

The wliito iish is regai-ded as the prince of fresh water lisi, Hon, H. K. Sehoelci-aft in 
his poen^ « the white fish" says : 



ana IhBt miglitj Imane-bDudie, of the land 1 
Thli fl^h Is n subject eo daln-j ana white,. 



ihiilisstiiMdeofdcaaliigii^dsuiIag Hup. 

mns? might mpenl fa the strenea of books, 

Mctuto H* lebannlog'eid loipfc? 

w nliftt is i ■ fiunilv UhhPtvF, fir odd', 

ip ndirhh|iBi!iu^iia,1bij Hiln-nnsandcid', 



>nd bring up thsrajm 

lo prove itatreitioufrf 

ra-rUg, the Indian us™ 
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LAKE Sl^PJtllCloa 1KADE. 

The existence of Lake Supei'ior was fii-st knonn fo tiie wliitt* in 1041, when Cliarles 
Raymbrmlt and baac Jogues, Jesuit missionaries, who fu'st visited the Ste Marie rircr, 
were inforroed by the Indians that beyond the foaming rapids, was a lake cidled by them 
"Kitchi Gumaii,(BigLake)andinl6€0 Rene Mesn^d, a JcsuifMiesionary, visited the 
Jake and reached Point Keweenaw, who while crOBBing the Portage, wandered inte the 
woods from his companions and was never heard of afterwards, 

_ The impoi-tance of the mines of Late Superior to the mercantile and manufacturing 
:iit(a-eslB of Detroit, has long beea appreciated by its business men, who encouraged and 
assisted the hardy adventurers in successfully developing the country, and who advocated 
and procured the construction of the Sault Canal— a gigantic aad ftlraost imperishable 
work that must be ranted with the mighty structures of Greece aad Rome. This gi-eat 
acqueduct was completed last spring, and Lake Superior, the largest body of fresh water 
in the worid, which has hitherto been navigated by only three or four inferior steamboats 
or propellers, that were taken over hmd around the falls, is open to our lake commerce. 
A length of four hnndi-ed miles is thereby added to oar inland navigation, which now 
extends uninterrupted from the Atl^.ntic Ocean to Ihe St. Uuis river, at the head of Lake 
Supraior, m the territery of Minesota and Wisconsin. At which point a. short line of 
railroad is sson to be construcled, extending to the Mississippi river. 

In the sprmg of 1845, the entire fleet on Lake Superior, consisted of the schooners 
White Fish, belonging tfl the Hudson Bay Fnr Company, the "Siscoweif," belonging to 
the A. M. F, Co., and the " Algonquin," owned by Mr. Mendenhall. During that year the 
schooners Napoleon, Swallow, Uncle Tom, Merchant, Chippewa, Ocean, and Fur Trader, 
were added, and m 184fi, the steamboat "Detroit" waa the first and only steamboat which 
phed regakrly between Deti-oit nnd the Sault. Now there are four tirst-class passenger 
Eteajnboats, besides several propellera, running regulariy between Detroit and poits on 
Lake Superior, passing through the Sault Canal. 

The importations of provisions and supplies for the mines alone, are more than a million 
dollars per annum, now, which will annually increase with the mpid settlement and duvcl- 
opemout of the country. 

LAKE SCPJERIOR COPPER. 

The existence of copper upon its shores appoai-s to have been known to the oaW lest 

travelers and traders. As early as 1666, Father Ciaudo Ailouze visited the L^ke, and 

mforms us that pieces of copper were frequently found thoi-e, weighing from ten to twenty I 

pounds. 

In 1669, Baron La Hontan visited the Laio, and described tho copper mines in Hs ' 
" Voiages to Canada." In 1721, P. de Ohariovoix passed tlu-o' the lake on his way to the 
Guif of Meiico, and mentions the copper mines in his " Jom-nal of a, Voyage to North 
America." Captain Carver visited tho lake in 1766, and in his book of travels, published 
an account of the copper found on its shores. The mines were worked at as early a 
period as 1771, by a company composed of His Eoyal Highness, the Duke of Gloucester, 
Mr. Secretary Townsend.Sir Samuel Tucket, Bart, Mr. Baiter, Consul of the Em|ieror 
of Russia, and Mr. Cruikshank, in England; and Sir William Johnson, Barf., Mr. Bost- 
wick, Mr. Bajiter and Mr. Henry in America. An air funiaco was erected by this company 
at Pomt Aux Pin. Their mimng operations were confined on the south shore of the 
lake, to the Ontonagon River. The object in forming this company was not for the 
purpose of obtaining copper, but for tlie aUver the ore might contain. During the winter of 
1771-2, they penefa-ated into the hill forty feet, on a vein of native copper, which held 
out that distauca In the spring, when tho thaw came, the clay, on which they rolled 
ior Its stiffnes, and neglected to prop up, caved in. The enterprizo was then abandoned. 
Traces of tho caiiy operations are distinctly visible at this late day, in the vicinity where 
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the great copper rock weigbing nearly two tons was fotind, which was removed by Mr. 
Julius Eldred of this dty, in 1845, a,iid now lies in tho Navy Yard at WaBhington. 

Dr. Franklin was familiar with the existence of these mi»ea, who remarked that when 
drawing the treaty of peace with England, in the city of Paris he had access to the Jour- 
nals and charts of a corps of French Engineers that were exploring Lake Superior when 
Quebec fell to the French j tvoia which charts, he drew the line through Lake Superior, 
to include the most and best of the copper mines to the United States ; that the time would 
come when drawing tliat line would be considered the greatest seiTJee he ever rendered 
his country, and the copper ore to be a greater sonrce of wealth than any other nation 
possessed ; that the facilities of transportatien would be well improved, so as to osport 
copper ore to Europe oheiiper than they raised itfi-om their onn mines." 

The firat trace of any a<:tiou of the United States Goveniment, about the mines on Lake 
Saperior, was during the administration of President John Adams. In 1800, Congress 
passed a resolution " respecting the copper mines, on the south shore of Lake Superior, 
providing that the President be authorised to employ an agent to collect information rel- 
ative to the copper mines, whether the Indian titles to tho lands suteistod, if so, on what 
terms it could be extinguished, &c. 

In 1810 an espedition was fitted out by the General Government, under tho command 
of General Cass, then Governor of the Territory of Michigan, for the purpose of settling 
existing difflealtiea among the various Indian tril>es, living on tho borders of Lake Supe- 
rior and extending beyond the Missiasippi River. Hon. Henry R. Schoolcraft accom- 
panied Genera! Cass, who collected a valuable ma9S of historical facts, all tending to show 
the existence of Copper at many points, both on the main land and tho islands. 

In 1840 the State Geological Corps, under Dr. Houghton, State Geologist, carried their 
researches into the wild, but interesting re^on of Lake Superior. The annual reports 
of Dr. Houghton contained a lucid statement of fects, giving extended and accurate in- 
formation with regard to this interesting region, tho knowledge of which had hitherto 
been confined to the imperfect and unlimited observation of voyaging travelers. 

nilNING. 

Public attention had not been attracted to the mineral region of the Upper Peninsu- 
la of our State, and no attempt at mining there had been made since the suspension of 
operations by the English Company in 1772 until after Dr. Houghton commenced his 
Geological surveys of tho region. 

In 1842 a treaty was made with the Ch ppewa I d ans, by Mr. Robert Stewart, of this 
city. By this treaty, ali of the country east of Fondulac, including the islands in Lake 
Supeiior, not previously acquired, \ as ced d to tl United States. Immediately after 
the ratification of the treaty in 1843 rpl at ns o made to explore and dig for Cop- 
per ore on the south shore of Lake Sup Th Secretary of war in the spring of 
that year, issued three permits to Ansley t W I on & Turner, and to Turner fc Snyder. 
These were the first permits that wei'o granted. 

Shortly after Mr. Waiter Cunningham was appointed Special Agent by the Government 
for the mines on Lake Superior, who established his agency at Copper Harbor. About this 
time Col. Chaa. H. Gratiot, with a company of miners from tho lead mines in Wisconsin, 
arrived at Copper Harbor, and commenced mining operations. 

In 1844, C. C. Douglass formerly assistant State Geologist of Michigan, was employed by 
the Lake Superior Mining Company to exploro their locations. 

Dr. Houghton continued the Geological surveys of the region, until he lost his life, 
being wrecked in a storm on Lake Superior, on tho 13th, of October 1845. Up to July 
1846, about 900 permits were granted to different individuals, to work these mines, about 
600 of which were located, and about 50 companies were organized under leases obtained 
fi'om Goveniment, and ma"y commenced operations; several of which arc in successful 
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operation at th's time. Amongthese are the Pittsburgh & Boston, (Cliff) Mitiusola, Nortli 
Aracincan, Albion, North Wcstora, Korth 'West, and Copper Fulls. 

In 1846, the committee on Public Lunds mude a report to Congress quoetioning tho 
a.utlinrity to grant pennlts taid Jonses ef those lands, and no further leaseB wero issued. 
In 1843 Coiigresa passed a law providing for the sale of these lands, and granting 
pre-emption rights. Several of tho old Companies purchased the lands they had located 
under their leases, but most of thrai abandoned them, and but some five or six of tho old 
Companies are now in eiistence. Other Companies were formed, who purchaao3 minei'al 
liuids. and there are now about 60 Copper Mining Companies orgiinizod, most of which are 
working their mines, others arc esploring thcl^tracts of land, and othci-s again having 
minera! tracts of known value, which at present are inaccnssable, are waiting tho oj.ening 
of i-oads to them, before commencmg operations. Most of tho CompanieB have hitherto 
pruilently pursued the policy of woi king a small force on their locations, merely sufflclent 
to explore, and gradually open and develope their mines, waiting the opening of the Sault 
Canal for tlio more vigorous and econotfiKil proBecution of operations. The opening of 
the Ciuia! has given an impetus to minflg •pupations this aummoT, and many of tho young 
mines have increased forces working, and niSlung but tho most stnngent condition in tho 
finaueia! affairs of the countiy prevents a'hujd) greater increase. The Lake Superior 
reaion already has a population estimated at*20,000, about ot[ual to what thei'e was 
in tho n-liolo Territory thirty years ago. Sovcral thriving vUlagcs have S|;rung- up, r^- 
ruads are constructing, end a Locomotive of a largo size b actually on its fihorea. 
PE03JUCE CW COPS^BU. 

Tfio first shipment of copper of any account, was made in 1848, amounting to about 
200 tons. In 1353 thsre were 2535 tons of copper, of the value of ®l,0l4,COO exported. 
In IS54 it is cstiraatsd that there wei'e esportod 3500 tons of copper valued at more thaii^a 
millionandahalf of dollars, and it is eatimated that the exports the present year will 
reach 5000 tons of copper valued at over two million dollara. 

The Miiicsota mineia now producing aboutonchuudred and thirty tons of Copporpcr 
month, and the Cliff mine about the samo, maiin^ from tlieso two mines alono, ai' aggi^e- 
gatonf 3,120 tens of copper per year, which at $400 per ton— tho estimated value at 
the mines, will produce @1,24S,100. 

Besides these, there are foi-ty others of tho younger minca, that wiil send forward 
from twenty to five hundred tons each, during the prcaent year. The annual product of 
the mines will doubtless inorease and double every two or three years for some time to 

The shipments of copper from tho Ontonagon district alono the present season up to 
Auiust 1H, amounted to 2 754 SCO pounds, as follows : 

Mines Ota and Rockland mines, - _ . , '],CC.'i.?,r21hF. 

National, --_-... n';,n(;9 " 
Foi-cst, --.--.. 212,703 '■ 

Norwich, -----... ;;i5,4Gl '' 

Eidgo, ---.--. K0,5-!3 " 

Nebraska, - - - - - - - .^TCOO '■' 

Ohio Trap Ropk, .---.. 427.33" 

Adventure, .-.--.- 91,470 " 
Douf-l ass Houghton, ...... eo,Mj ■■ 

Bohemian, -....-. 4^502 '■ 

Toltec, - ...... 117,510 " 

Windsor, -.--... C7,C79 '■ 
Evergreen Bluff, ...... 14^000 " 

The Minesota m:;ie iu the mnn:h of July produced IS^tJ ton?!, and will ship during the 
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present season about ISliO tons of copper. Themines in the Portaee Lake, and Kevvo- 
naw districts are equally productive, but not having thorn at hiind, particulars arc not 
here giren. 

The tot*l amount paid in by the share holders in the Cliff mine, (Kowenaw dJsirJct) is 
©18,50 per share (on 6000 shares) and the company have realized from the product of the 
mine and divided $77 per share. The total amount paid in by the sharo-holdcrain the 
Miuesota mine, (Ontonagon) is $22 par share ; (on 3000 shares,) and the company have 
i-eali?ed fl'om the product of the mine and divided ffiSO per share. It will bo borno in 
mind that all operations in Lake Superior, have hitherto been carried on at an enormous 
cost, and erery inconceivable inconTenieiIco, and if such results were attained with all 
the embaiTassments experienced, what may wo not expect now that these embairass- 
ments are removed ; and mines hereafter will be developed for one-fourth the eipense 
heretofore necessarily incurred. 

All the copper of Lake Superior contains more or loss native silver, and it is sometimes 
found in pieces weighing several pounds. 

All of the Mines produce pm-e native ci>t^ef,^i.nd masses ivoighing three and four 
hundred thousand pou^ds have been foiihdf 

Smelting works for the purpose of smoj^ng Lake Siiperior Copper have been erected at 
Detroit, Cleveland and Pittaburgh, all d^hioh are kept well supplied. Tho works at De- 
troit are the largest in the United States. 

i^akle: scpi^Bioa irox. 

Tlio foUoiving description of the iron ore of Lake Superior, was furni-hcdby Charlea 
A. Trowbridge, Esq., of Detroit, and first published in the traniiai,tions of the Agricul- 
tural Society. 

" There is pi'obably no part of tho American Continent which can boast of as pure iron 
ore, in as great quantities, entirely above the surfaes of tlie eai tk, (the amount below the 
surface never having been ascertained) as the State of Michigan. 

With regard to ita purity, we quote a letter addressed to Edward K. Collins, Esq., by 
James E. Chilton, M D. of New York City, in which Dr. Chilton says : " I give below 
the analysia of four samples of iron oi-e, which I took fi-ora boxes opened in my pres- 
ence, at your office in Wall Street^ each box being marked in accordance with the sam- 
ple. The result was as followa r 

Jackson Iron Co. , Iron Hill on sec. Xo. 1. 
Pcroxvdoof iron, 03 CO-lOO 
iqual to 6GU2-iO0 matullc 



Collins Iron Co.. Iron Hill, on sec. No. 2. 
Per oxyde of iron 92 26-10( 

equal to 6458-100 metalic iron. 

Silica - . . 5 15-10( 
Alumina- - - 1 7l-10( 

Water & loss - - 38-101 



Making - - - 100 00 p'l'fa 
Messrs. Trowbridge & Graverafcs Iroa Hill, 

sec. No- 10. 

Perosydeofiron, 94 37-100 

equal to 6606-11,0 metalic iron. 

Silica - - - 3 11-100 
Aluniiua - - 1 44-100 

Manganise - - 16-100 

Water and loss - 92-100 



Silica . . - - 1 71-100 

Alumina - . . 1 54-100 

Lime and Matif^aniso - 43-1110 

Wat-er and bass - - '12-100 

Making 
Christidiuo or 
[and Graverata iron Hill on si 

Per oiyde of iron, 
equal to SSlS-lOO metalic i 

1 Alumina 

Water and loss 



Making - - 100 OO p 

Each of the above samples was tested for PlcospHor 
ing any; therefore I know of no rea:Son why these 
very best quality, by the simplest mode of roductjon. 
Respectfully submitted. 



Making 
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We will here remark, that the boies of ore meDtioned by Dr. Chilton, were taken from 
the top of the iron hill mentioned by Mr. Collins, in the summer of 1S53 ; and the Torbal 
opinion expressed by the Doctor, at the time he made the analysis, was that the oro must 
iocrease in richness as you descend towards the base of the hilL As these "iron hills" 
ai-e from 150 to 300 feet in height, and one solid mass of " iron" there can he but little 
doubt, but that at a depth of 100 foot from the sm-face, the ore must yield nearly 80 per cent- 
um, mctaiio iron. 

Some of the hills above mentioned, ai-e 80 rods in length by 40 roJs in width, cont;iin- 
ing millions upon millions of tons of thb yery rich ore. 

As regards the quality and strength of the iron made from this oro, wo quote from the 
report of Majoi" Wade of the United States Ordnance Department, made to the Secretary 
of War, Senate Documents, Special Session, March, l85l, page 80. 

Strength of pounds per square inch. 
Iron from Salesbury, Conn., by means of 

40 trials --...., flg^oOS 



fi-om Sweden, 4 trials, 



55,184 



from Centre County, Pa„ 15 trials, - . . . gg 400 



from Lancaster " 



58,66], 



'• fromMcIntyre, Essex County, N. J,, 4 tiials - - . 58 912 

" fi-om England, Cable Bolt, E. V., 5 trials, - . - 59105 

" fromEusjia, 5ti-ia!a, - - , . , 75 0e9 

" from Carp river, Lake Superior, - - - - 69 582 

By the above data it will bo seen that the Lake Superior h-on sustained a pressure of 
13,513 lbs. mare to the square inch tlian Russia iron, wliioh was found to sustwn 16,694 
more per square incli than English cable bolt, which is known to be the strongest iron Eng- 
land makes; thereby showmg the LaJie Superior u-on to be about 54 per cent, stronger 
than the best English cable bolt. This iron has been so thoroughly proven in New York, 
Boston, Pitfsburgh, Cincinnati, and at the United States Navy Yard, within tbe past five 
years, by manufacturing it into car axles, boiler plate, steam engines, wii-e, tacks, nails, (the 
cat ndlbemg found to clinch as well as the ordinary wrought nails) and the manufac- 
ture of steel, that a volume could, if necessary, be written to show its great strength and 
tenacity. All that is now wanted, is asuffieieacy of capital to transport the ore to mar- 
ket,ormanufactui-etheiro[twithcharcoal,intheimmediafevicinityof the "hills" where 
there is a superabundance of the beat water power in the State ; and we can see no rea- 
son why Michigan cannoi; supply her sister states with this superior iron at a lower price 
than any other iron can he produced in this country. Bloom iron can bo made with char- 
coal in Marquette county, by water power, and placed on board vessels at tbo low price 
of§2G,fiO per ton of 2,240 pounds; and the same iron can be sold in New York, for 8100 
per ton for the vawous purposes we have enumerated— tho ore being above the surface, 
its value can be as easily ascertained as the value of a pine tree in the forest ; and invest- 
ments of capital in this business, do not run that hazard they necessarily must ran in 
seeking for copper and other materials below the surface. 

We consider that a trip to the Ii'on Hills of Lako Superior will more tlian pay any 
one, if he does nothing more than take a hasty survey of that immense mineral deposito, 
without investing a farthing in the various adventures to make them productjve." 

Works for the manufacture of Iron are now in operation at Marquette, and others are 
being ei-ected, Railroads from Marquette to the Iron manufactoi-ies have been constructed, 
and the whistle of the Locomotive is already heard there, while large quantities of the 
Ore are transpoi-fed to Erie, Cleveland &nd Wyandotte, a few miles below Detroit, to be 
manufactured. 
Tlve "Collins Iron Company'' have erected very estenaive works at Marquette, and have 
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recently cotnmBiicetl thu manufatture of bar irou, and their first sliipmeiit of 62 tons was 
received here a few days since. They now hare four forges, and will in a short time have 
eiaht in opeiation, when they will manufacture 60 tons per week. This iron, oa account 
of its superior qusility, sells readily for one hundred dollai-s per ton. 

Since the above was written, another shipmentof 200 t<ms of bar iron has been received. 
I.AKC sirpJSRioa garble. 

In the yiclnity, and beyond tho 'Iron Hills,' estenslre beds of suporiov Marble have been 
found, but for the want of roads they are at present inaccessible. But this will in a Short 
time be remedied, when tbese quarries will bo worked, and tho time is not distant when 
itwdl be used in Detroit for building purposes, and Marble Palaces will be erected by 
tho "Mining and Manufacturing Princes" of tho Upper Peninsula. 

No estimate could easily OTervaluo the richne^ and importance of tho traffic of the Lake 
Superior region, even now, and Riches that make the almost fabulous wealth of Australia and 
Caiifomia hut insignificant, lie hurried beyond the hon and copper bound shores of the 

COAX.. 

About 100,000 tons of Mineral Coal is annually coosumed in Detroit by manufactories, 
Furnaces, Gas Works and Steamboats, and for domestic purposes. All of which is at pre- 
sent brought here from Ohio and Peunsylvaiiia, while within a distance of less than 100 
miles from tho city, extensive fields of superior quality of coal have boon known to oj- 
ist for many yeure past, but which could not bo made aviulahle to us for want of a cheap 
mode of convoyanco to tliis poinL This is now soon to he affoi-dod by the construction 
of tho Detroit and Milwaukee Railroad, which passes directly through f ho coal district; 
when it is expected that our own coal fields will not only supply coal for the consumption 
of tho city, but also the mineral i-egion of the Upper Penuisula, at cheaper rates than 
it ca,n be obtained from any other source. 

Tho late Dr. Houghton, State Geolo^st, made thorough explorations of the coal dis- 
tricts, and in his repoi-ts to the Legislature in 1839, 1840 and 1841, he says that the miun 
bed of coal which ti-avei-ses the central counties of the State, has been traced norther- 
ly to within a few miles of the south lino of Shiawassee county, and that the bed hiia been 
found of sufficient thickness to admit of being profitably worked." Also "south-westeriy 
into Jackson county, where the bed is of sufficient thickness to admit of being worked, 
and the coal is of a quality well fitted for all the purposes to which that substance is 
applied." 

'■The most extensive beds of coal wero noticed in township 4 north, mnge 1 and 2 east, 
in Ingham county, and range 3 and 4 west in Eaton county "A bod of bituminous 
coal more than 2 feet thick of a superior quaUty in town 4 north, range 2 cast occui-s in 
tho bed and banks of Oedar Kiver, Ingham county. It is compact, has a glossy lustre, 
ignites easily, burns with a light flame, and leaves only a small quantity of earthy resi- 
due." After commenting on tho "mnge and extent of the coal bearing rocks" iio saj-s : On 
the east group of rocka appears in the towns of Lconi and West portage, in Jackson 
county, in the north oast coi-ner town of Ingliam county, in the bed of the Rod Ccdxir 
Eiver. 

Its boundary is known to stretch northerly across tho Shiawassee and Flint Eivers, 
thus bringing within the limits of the coal rocks, parts of GcDcaee, Shiawassee, Ingham, 
Jackson, Calhoun, Ban'y and Kent Counties, and probably the whole of Eaton, Ionia and 
Clinton Counties." "The coal at this point (Red Cedar River, Ingham county) is very ac- 
cessable, and must ere long prove of great impoitanoe." 

"The coal has here (Shiawassee County) a thickness of fi-om three and a half to four feet." 
From these extmcts it appeai-s that the coal bearing i-ocksextend through nine coun- 
ties of the 8tate,(and they probably do more,) a distunco of neariy one hundred miles and 
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tlmt tlicsamestratum of coal, belonging to the lower cnal basin, is exhibited to Tiew at 
throe dlffHrent points of out crop, viz : at Barry, in Jackson county, at Red Rivei', in 
Ingham eouuty, 35 miles from Barry, and at Shiawasaee River, 25 miles from Red Ce- 
dar Rlrer, occupying a line at least 60 miles in extent 

Col. Richard R. Lansing, President ef the Michigan Coal Company, who has spent the 
past teu years in investigating and exploring the coal fields, says tliat in 1844 he sank a shaft 
at KcdCcdarriver, through the coal bed which at that poiat was about Sfsven fept be- 
low the surface, and tliat he found it to be two feet nine inches thick, overlaid by a stra- 
tum of fire clay, aud resting on a bed of stono. That in 1950 ho caused another shaft to 
hesunl;, and theaetualmeasurementofthethickness of the coal bed at that point, as re- 
ported to him, was found to be 2 70-100 feet. 

In 1853, Col. Lansing laid bare the coal bed at Red Cedar River, to the extent of up- 
ward of a thousand superficial square feet, and removed to the surface about 00 tons of 
coaL ITie structure varied in thickness from three feet to twenty-eight inche?, 14 tons of 
the coal w:!S transported to Detroit, to bo subjected to all the tests for the various pui-poses 
for which bituminous coal is generally used, which was tested by Mr. S. H. Newball, Su- 
perinteniiant of motive power M. 0. R. R., who certified to its adaptation for forges. Mr. 
Eber E. Ward who had its power to raise steam, tj;sted on one of his Boats, testifies 
that "the coal burned freely, emitting a gl-eat deal of flameand raiwng steam j-apidly, was 
reduced to ashes without exhibiting any evidences of Sulphur, or clinker, or making any 
impression on the gratia of the furnaces, which after the experiment, were left as free from 
any adhesive matter as if wood had been burned." 

Col. Orville B. Dibble of tho "Biddle House," after testing it in making Gas, certified 
that his "decided opinion is, your coal yields as much gas as any other domestic coal used 
for that purpose, and its lumioUB qualities certainly esceed any othe J gas manufactured 
by us." 

Mr. Francis Smith an Engineer of great experience, in the making coko in the north of 
England, certifies tliat ho made some experiments with the "Michigan Coal and came to 
the conclusion, which was entirely favorable to the coal, as being good for tho making of 
coke, that he "had seen a gas retort dialled with this coal throe several timeJ", and the 
coke yielded in these instances, was, throughout, of that uniform silvery appearance 
which is an invariable feature in good coke," and, that his impression is, 'that this coal 
with proper ovens, would make as good coke as that now uaod in England, iu firing Loco- 
moii'.'cs and blast furnaces." 

For domestic use Adrian E. Ton-y M. D., certifies that ho "never in tho Western 
country, burnt a coal which gave so clear and brilliant a fljimo and of which tho coke, 
(after the bitumen was burned out,) made SO permanent aud hot a tiro. It leaves but 
an insignificant amount of ashes or earthy residue, in comparison with any coal I have 
ever burned in this region." 

The foregoing certificates are published in the "Ti-ansactions of the Michigan Agricul- 
tural Society." 

The Coal fields belongingto tho "Michigan Coal Company" which is nowfuily orginiie !, 
arothreo in number. One upon the Michigan Central Rai! Road, one upon the Di-troit 
and Milwaukee Rail Road and one upon the Detroit and Lansing Plank Roid Each 
of which have recently been explored by Mr. A. G. Bradford, of Pennsylvami, -i scientific 
gentleman of high attainments, and each is spoken of in a report made by him to tho 
Board of Directors, in the most favorable terras. Mr. B. states at the conclusion of his 
report, that "The Coal found at each place is of extraordinary purity, approaching in qual- 
ity 'Cannel Coal' blend ing in its componant parts, all tho necessaiy elements for every va- 
riety of use. From my Coal explorations in several States of tho Union, to which I 
have devoted tho most of my attention for the past fifteen years of my life, I can safely 
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saj, that I never saw Coal at the out crop of snch oxti-oordinarj qtiaJity aud jiurity, and so 
freo genci-iHv f-cm Sulphui and other impuratEvcs/' 
ITiia Company 13 about comnienomg active mining operations. 

8AE.T. 

It is cstimato 1, fb'it there iB anni illj !,roHght to this State $400,000 worth of salt 
from the>ow\oik&alt Springs This showld, and the time is not distant when itwUl 
be manufactured ind Bupphed fiom the Bait springs of this State, which are known to 
produce brine of Sufficient strength and purity for profitaMo manufacture. 

Bela Hubbai-d, Esq., late assistant State Geologist, in a communication to J. C. Holmes, 
Esq., Secretary of the State Agricultural Society says; " The State Geologist early point^ 
edout the feet of the existence of large salt deposits, and indicated the points at which bor- 
ings might be most profitably conducted. Thesewerecommencodinl839 atGrand Rap- 
ids and Tittabawassa river. Owing to the great esirense and difficulty at that time of obtain- 
ing the necessary materials for the undertaking, no sufficient appropriations weremado, 
and the works were abandoned when the borings had proceeded to not more than half 
the depth indicated, as that which would be found neceasaiT, the tattor being estimated at 
from 600 to 700 feet. Even at the depth i-eached on Grand Kiver, (about 300 ieot) 
the quantity and strength of the brine discharged, eiceeded that obtained at any of the 
Salt Springs in the country, except those of New York, being not less thart 130 gallons per 
minute, of which about lOO gallons contained a bushel of salt. At the same time, a pri- 
vate enterprise, undertaken at Grand Rapids,by the Hon. Lucius Lyon, had conducted 
borings to a depth of 40O feet, yielding a brine, when the upperfresh waters could be 
shut off, of which, about 28 gallons contamed a bushel of salt. None of these boi-ings, how- 
ever, had extended into the lower salt rock a sufficient depth to reach the strongest brine, 
and the great difficulties attending the work in connection with the small feciiities for 
securing a market, and for competition with the rich salt springs of wostom Xew York, 
induced a temporarj- abandonment." 

FaciUties for procuring proper materials for working and for conreymg the salt when 
manufactured to market, wiU now soon be afforded by the completion of the Detroit and 
Mlwaukee Railroad ; and these salt wells will again bo opened, and to the proper depth 
indicated by Dr. Houghton, when it is confidently expected that the brine produced, will 
be second in character to none in the United States. 

CIXY STATBSnCS, 1855. 

The following is a recapitulation of the statistics of the city, prepared and reported 
to the Board of Water Commissioners by thoir Secretary, Jdne 30th, ISSu, at which time 
the city contained ! 



Families,*. G,3' 

Offices, 11 

Bailer ManufaotorieBS, 

Saw MttDnfactoiy, 

TanaeriesA Morocco act's, 

PotlerieE, 

Soda 4 Small Beer Faetoriea, ■ - 



ail,-- 



Flre Engine Houaee, 9 

PmateMefttMarketa, 2i 

Stone and Marbia Works, 10 

Blafionary Steam Engines, 46 

Rectifying DistileriCB, 2 

Stores, 3S5 

Mechanic Shopa 343 

H, B. Cor PactorjeB, 2 

Saw Mills, 6 

Plaslsr Mill, 1 

*Tli 



Eateries,. ii 

Dye Houaep, 5 

Chorches. 28 

Hospital, 1 

Private Schooie, E4 

Rail Road Depole, 2 

Breweries, i7 

Malt Honses, 2 

Boarding Honses, 131 

Taverns, 49 

Iron Machine Shop?, 10 

Locomotive Manfiiotcrleg, 2 

Plonr Mills, 3 

Steam Tobacco Paetorfes, 6 

Gas Works, 1 

Printing Offices, 11 

Bants, 4 

Orplians' Homes, 2 



PnbHc Markets, 2 

Soap and Candle factories, 9 

PuUicSt Sprinklers, 2 

Groceries, ■ ■ • 2G0 

Iron Pounderies, 7 

Steam planing, donr.sa,ih, blind 

and furniture factories, 12 

Bnrr Mill Stone factory, I 

Water Works, 1 

Public Halls, 9 

Theatres, 2 

Pnblic Scbools, as 

WarehODses, 21 

Lard Oil Factory 1 

Wbeal Elevators, 2 

Public bathing establishments,- i 



'im°i!i^l^LT" P™I«'-l7«Pi'«'sents the nnmber of House keepers than tlie number of families, 
umber is made up from those assessed for water, and where families are boarding with otSiers 
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The above includes those oiiiy within the city limits, while within a mile above and be- 
low there are, say 700 iarailies, fieveral saw mills, tinnarica, breweries, a copper smdtinn' 
works, di-y dock, 4e.,&o., ail of which are to bo taken into account, when estimating tho 
business &c. of the city. 



Fir-tWard 
berond Ward, 
Third Ward 
Fnnrth Wiird 
Fiflti Ward 
'Mxtli W ard 
'eienth W&rd 
Eighth Ward 

Total 



le CiCj July 1st 1S55, v 



(,"2S 



In the lower or western district, eomprmnir 1 t 

2d fith and 8th Wards, as follows — 
First Ward u Families 

Boc-ond Wnrd, 5 

Fifth Ward 87 ' 

ElghUi ^ard, 17 

Total ~m •' 



ech Wards, at _ 
Third Ward 
Fourth Ward, 
Si^h Ward 
Seventh Ward, 



The Dumber of femiliee residing la the 
lonii or wesiera district of the citv 
conipnainK the Ist. 2d, 5th and 8th 
Wards, nas, 2,o97 

The nnniber of Families re&idini; in the 
npi^er or eastern diHtriot, comi.rHinEtho 
3d 41h 6tli and 7tli Ward, iras 3 731 



scaiooLs — TEtnia EAtttr histokt. 

The compiler of these sketches is indebted for the following sketch of the early history of 
schools in Detroit, to Don. B. F. H Witherell, to whom the public are froquently indebted 
for interesting sketches of the early history of Michigan, pnblished in tho city papers. 

Dbae Sie :— At your suggestion, I send you a sketch of the early history of Schools in 
our TeiTitory, so far as I have been able to learn it : 

It is difficult to trace in detail, the efforts miide more than a half a century since for the 
education of our people— shut out as they were, from lie rest of tho civilized world, by 
hundreds of miles of pathless forests, and scattered along tho margins of our rivei's and 
lakes, of whom some few hunth-eds only were gathered about the hamlet of Detroil^thcn 
only a trading post, with a garrison to protect it. 

On onquiiy of some of the " Old Settlers," I learn, that some time during the latter 
part of the last century, Monsieur Reooura, and afterwards Mr. Ballpour taught ' the school.' 
and after them, about 1799 to 1803, a Mr. Burrol wielded the ensign of authority ; ho kept 
on St. James street in the rear of the present Freemason's Hall. 

After Burrell, came Mr. Donovan. He taught at the Park-house, between St. Louis st., 
and the river, in rear of Palmer fcWhipples' Stationer's stora 

On the nth of June, 1805, in the morning when the fire burst out, (which con- 
sumed everj- housein tho town, but one,) one of the schoki-a tells me that he was in school- 
hearing the alarm, the boys all rushed forth to see the fun ; but while in full career, they 
were suddenly arrested, by a cask of tamarinds, thrown into the street from a burning 
store, on which they feasted til! the flames drove them off". Teacher and scholars in 
a few minutes found themselves, hatless and bookless— all were consumed— and the whole 
town being in ashes, none could be got. But the old French fashion of making a tui-ban of 
a handkerchief, answered the purpose. 

Old John Goif. the old sage, with his drab breeches and long blue stockings, followed 
Donov an. Be kept " the schoof for several years after the fire. The boys say that ho 






F, they are not ae 



snaTlylarge 

but 23 in the whola city at 1he"ilme he wentthrongh it," 
S3verai »f these were vacantlo repair This nnmber of families he 
single persons, (of which there is a much greater proportion than 
boarding, at eight each, which nonld give apopnlationat that time i 



The number of families boarding is nnu- 
eity of dwellings toren^the assessor found 
id he passed through every street. And 
I""" •■" estimates wonld average, inolnding 
ineaHterncitie3,)andthe families 
in l&e eltj of 50,6!4. 
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had not the feni- ot the Maine Law before hia eyes, but daily got a, little corned in the 
foi-enoon, and licked tho boya ; and in the afternoon, kissed the girls. At last the old m&a 
passed awaj from mortal ken — having taught as long aa he could stand on hla logs. — 
Ho firet opened his school on the west side of the raoutb of the "Riter Sarojard," near 
tho old residence of the late Col. D. G. Jones ; and hia last school was kept opposite B, 
Thompson's LiTei7 Stiible. 

"The Kiver Sayoyai-d" somewhat noted in the annalsof our city, was nothing more than 
a large creek, draining the common back of the town,and afewfai-ms lying above it. It 
was sometimes a large Btrcam; and I hare known it necessai-y t« take people living along 
its margin, out of their windows into a canoe and carry them ashore. This was after 
long-eon tinued raius ; but our modern subterranean rivers have done the work for " tho 
Savoyard" — its glory is departed — it is "among tho things that were" but ai-e not. 

It obtained its name from oid Fetor Berthlett; (tho grand-fatber of those yet among us,) 
he kept a pottery on the west side of its mouth, near tho outlet of the present grand sew- 
er. Ho bore the nick-name of ■' Savoyard" probably because himself or his ancestors were 
from Savoy ; bo ahvays went by that name, Mi-s. Sheldon has in some way transformed 
it to " Xavier,'' which it never bore. 

Old Father Berthlett went to Montreal, and in days when stoves were a scarce article, 
bi-ought up a large number, and let them out for from throe to ten dollars ouch, per win- 
ter; and by thia and other operations, became the wealthiest man in Canada. lie died 
about thirty yoars ago. 

"Mais revenona nos Mouton." 

Daniel Curtia kept "the school" a while in 1810 and '11. IIo was then appointed 
an officer in the ai-my, and a right brave and gallant soldier ho was. He, and a brother 
Lieutenant, in spite of the ordcra of a drunken Captain , held out for many days against 

a large body of Indians who besieged Fort ■ , until relieved by a body of General 

Han-ison's light-horse. 

Old Sir. Rowe nest entered the field after the war wnsovor, and taught "the school" 
in a little wooden building, which stood in tho roar of Ives' Broker's office, in Gvlawold 
street, belonging to Joseph Compau. Here tho sciences flourished imder tho influence 
of the old man's birchen rod. There was a little cupola on the edifice— the only one of the 
kind west of Lake Erie. Tho young ideis rapidly expanded under its shadow. Rowe 
slept with his fathers, and as all things must have an end, so did the cupola. Gi-iswold 
street was to be widened. Mr. Compau refused his assent, and deeming the offered 
compensation insuffinent, he refused to remove the building, and the agents of the city 
eaiceiirfoirnthroughitandsold that part that was in the Street to John Farmer (I think) 
who yet owns it. 

Tha good old Father Richard, tho only Catholic clergyman in tho country — whom none 
knew but to respect — wasanxioustoeducateh'speople, andabout the year 1811, sent to 
France and procured M. Le Salliero to come over as a teacher. He taught a short ^me, but 
the war came on and his aohool ceased. There aro yet several men among us, who owe 
much of their scholastic knowledge to Father Richard's personal attention as tlieir teach- 
er, but his clerical duties, occupied too much of his timo to leave as much as he desu-ed 
for educational purposes. 

Among tho well educated men— natives of the country in olden timo, wag that sterling 
old patriot. Captain Charles Morau, the father of the Judge. 

When quite a young man he waa employed in tiie office of Captain Phillip de Jean, so 
well known, and who figured lai-gely in the hiBtoi7 of Michigan, some eighty years since. 
De Jean waa an emigrant from France, and was appointed a magistrate by the British 
Lieutenant-GovemorHamilton, underwhosoordera, he, on the 18th of March, 1776, tried 
John Contcnuinan for stealing some bearer, otter, and raccoon skins, from Abbot & Fuichly, 
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and Ann Wyiie. foi-merlj a slavo of Abbott & FhiThTey on a charge of stealing or hc- 
ins'.iccuserf of stealing a purse containing six guineas, Sco. The sentence of Justice de 
Jean was that they be "hanged, hanged, hanged, and strangled till they be dead on tho 
king's domain " (the common) ; and they viere hanged- Governor Hamilton and de Jean 
Boon after loft on a military expedition to " tho IHinois,' whore they were made prisoners 
by Gen. Gcorgo Eogers Clark, whom the State of Virginia had sent over tho AUegha- 
nies with a small force to protect the infant settlements of the west. 

Hamilton and De Jean never returned ; had they done so, they would have been tried 

for murder— as the Govern or- General and Chief Justice had caused waiTants tfl be issued 

fi-om Quebec for their arrest. "H^mtbamch. 

connioiv scHOOiiS. 

The Common Schools of Detroit, whore every child in the city can obtain the elements 

of a good English Education /ree of charge are the pride and boast of our city. 

Common Schools were fiist est^blishod in 1842. Previous to this time but little interest 
had been manifested in the cause of general education, and the first to take the ini- 
tiatory steps towards the establishment of a system of general education was Dr. Zi,.a 
Pitcher, who, while Mavor in 1841, called the attention of the Common Council to the 
great need of Common' Schools in the city. A ivport was subsequently made to the 
Council which showed there were 27 English Schools, 1 French and 1 German School 
in the city, and the whole number of pupUs about seven hundred, while there wei-e up- 
wards of two thousand children of the proper si'hool age in the city. 

Measures wei-e then immediately taken to estiblish an additional number of Schools, 
and seven others were soon opened, and urgent efforts used to persuade pai-ents whose 
children were then roaming the streets, to send them to these Schools. In 1842 an act 
was passed by the LegisUture iucoi-porating the various Schools of the city into one 
District, under the style of the " Board of Education of the City of Detroit." The Board 
is composed of two School Inspectors from each ward, one of whom is annually elected 
for the term of two years. . . ,- . 

Dr Pitcher distinguished and beloved for his untiring efforts iti behalf of every 
interest connected with the cause of Education in this city and state, both as a member 
of the Board of Education and Board of Regents of the State Unlveraity (of which until 
recently ho was a member fi-om its first establfehment,) continued his efforts in behalf of 
the Common Schools without abatement and while Mayor, presided over the deliberations 
of tho Board, and zealously devoted himself to dovolope and perfect the Fi-ee Schoo 

Dr. Pitcher had in the late Hon. Samuel Barstow an able and devoted coadjutor. Who 
from"thm- establishment up to the time of his death, (which took place July 12th, 1864,) 
was unwearied in his efforts, devoting much of his timo and talents to perfect the sys- 
tem, and establish the Schools on a permanent basis. 

To the persistent, unwearied and united exertions of Dr. Pitcher and Mr. Barstow, the 
systemin a great degree owes its present perfection. Other members of the Board de- 
serve honorable mention for their early efforts in behalf of the cause of Education, among 
whom are George Robb, D. Bethune Duffield, Eben N. Wilcox, James V. Campbell, and 
Charles Byram, Esqs. . , , , . 

Mr. Barstow was President of tho Board for many years, and was succeeded by Levi 
Bishop, Esq., the present ablo and efficient incumbent, iii whom the cause of Education 
has a worthy successor of the lamented Barstow. 

The Schools under the charge of tho Board, are three Union Schools; two Middle 
Schools ; eleven Primary Schools and one Colored School. The thi-ee Union Sehool8|con- 
tain eleven departments, and have an aggregate attendance of 2,000 Scholars. 

The number of teachers employed in all the Schools, is thurty seven, of whom nine 
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are males, aiid twenty eight aro females. The number of Scholars in all the Schools, 
during the past year was 5000. The eipenditures for the year amounted to 15,623,04. 
The value of the property omied by (ho Board is estimated at thii'ty-fiTo thousand dollara. 
The Schools are sustained by moneys annually di'awn from the State School Fund, and 
by a tax on the real and personal property in tho city. 

It is in contemplation to establish at an early day, a High School, wbera pupils may 
be prepared for the University Course. When this is done, this system will be complete in 
form, and if carried out with the same feithfulness that has hitherto characterised tha acts 
of the Board, the pupils in the Detroit Common Schools will rank favorably witli those of 
any other similar institution in the country. 

Besides the Common Schools, there are twenty-four private Schools and Seminaries in 
the city, where those who wish can educate their children ; and two excellent Commercial 
CoDeges. 

Since tho foregoing was prepared, the proceedings of the Boai-d of Education contain 
the following : 

On motion of Levi Bishop, the following preambleand reeolutions were unanimously 
adopted : 

Whereas, Tho late Samuel Barstow, E=q., once President of this Board, was, from tJie 
beginning, one of the most efficient and active promotcra of the free school system of De- 
troit, and its present state of prosperity and increasing usefulness is in a large measure 
due to his untfringzsal and self-denying labors; therefore, 

Resolved, That the newly enlarged school building in the Seventh Ward be named in his 
honor the "Baretow Union School," and that the Building Committee cause a marble talj- 
let to be inserted in the vaeant panel in the front of said building, inscribed with the 
words "Barstow Union School." 

OMrRCHCSAKDRRLIGIOTIX SOCIETIES. 

The first house for public worship erected in the city, was built by the Roman Cath- 
olics,in the year 1723, on a site now occupied by Jetfuraon Avenue, and directly in front 
of the Masonic Hall, and was burned with tho city in 1805. The Cathedral of St. Ann, 
erected on the triangle, between Lamed and Congress, and Bates and Randolph streets, 
wascommeDcedinlSlIbythe Rev. Gabriel Richard; but was not completed until after 
his death, in 1832, though it was occupied by the Socioty for many years before. 

The fti-st Protestant Socioty in Detroit, was organ-z:id by the Methodists, in 1812. 

The fii-st Episcopal Society was organized in 1824. 

The first Presbyterian Church was organized in 1835— which society erected a houpo 
of worship on the corner of Woodward Avenue and Larned street, where the brick church, 
afterwards ei-ected by them was burned in January 1854. The church was construct, d 
of wood, and was removed to give place for the brick one, and is now owned and oceupifd 
by the Irish CathoUc Society, and is located on tbo corner of Porter and Siith streets, and 
is shortly to be removed to give place for a more commodious brick edifice. 

There are at this thne 28 churoh edifices in the City, as follows : 
ROmAN C'lTHOI.IC. 

Cathedi-al of St. Ann; (Freacti) cor Bates and Larned streets — stone. 

Cathedra] of St. Potor and St. I'uul (Irish) corner Jeffoi-son Avonueand St. Antoine streets 

St. Mary's Church, (German) comer Ci-oghan and St. Antoine streets— brick. 
Trinity Chm-ch, (Irish) corner Porter and Sixth street— wood. 

PBOTESTANT. 

Presbyterian Church, comer State and Fai-rar streets — brick. 
Presbyterian Church, comer Fort and Fourth streets— stone. 
Presbyterian Church, corner Jefferson Avenue, near Eivard sti-eet— brick. 
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Presbytoriiin Ohureh, coraer Laiayette and Cass streets — brick. 

Proslirterian Church, (Scotch) East Park— wood. 

Con^egiitional Church, corner Fort and Wayne BtJ-eets— brick. 

St. Paul's Church,COTnerCongreea and Shelby streets — stone. 

Chi'ist'B Church, Jijfferson Avenue, between Hastings and Rivarrt— wood. 

Mariner's Church, coiner Woodward Ayenue and Woodbridge street— stono. 

St. MathewsGhurch, (colored) corner Congress and St. Antoine street— wood. 

Baptist Church, corner Fort and Griswold sta. — wood. 

Tabernacle, Baptist, Howard, between Second and Third streets— wood. 

Methodist church, comer Woodwai-d Arenue and State street — bricit. 

Methodist church, corner Congress aud Randolph sti-octs — brick. 

Methodist church ,cornBi- La Fayette and Fourth streets— wood. 

MetbodJBt church, corner of Walnut and Seventh streets — brick. 

MethodUtchureli,<Fi-onch) comer Rivardand Croghau streets— brick. 

Methodist church, (German) comer Croghan near St. Antoine— brick. ^ 

Methodist chui-eh, (colored) La Fayette street, near Boaubien— brick. 

Now church, corner Jefferson Avenue and Beaubien street — brick. 

UnitM-ian church, corner La Fayette and Shelby sti-eot — brick. 

Dutch Reformed chui-ch, corner Congress near Rivard streei^brick. 

Dutcli Reformed churcii, corner Croghwi and St. Antoine streets— brick. 

German Lutheran chureh, corner Monroe Avenue and Randolph streets— brick. 

Four Btone, eighteen brick and six wood. 

Several religious societies destitute of houses of worship hold sorvloe in public halls, &«. 

Jlaay of the Chni-ehea are elegant and costly cdificos. The Church of St. Ann (French 
Catholic) is tho oldest church in Detroit. It is 1.51 feet long and 30 foot wide. The Car 
th< dral of Saints Peter and Paul (Catholic) is the largest, b«ng 100 feet in length, 81 feet 
wide and 72 feet high. Tlie steeple, which is not jot erected, is designed to be 200 feet 
to its top from ihe pavement. 

The Congregational and throe Presbyterian Churches, ei-ected within the past two year-, 
are largd and commodious, eivcb capaWo of seating lOOO persons, and aro not surpassed in 
their style of arcliitecture in tlie western States. They wei-e all designed and constructed 
under the superintendence of Mr. A. Jordon, architect of this city. The following is a 
description of one of them just completed; 

The Fort Sti'eet Pre^byteriim Chjreh is built of limestone, from the quarries at Mulden, 
m the early decorated styl.j of Gothic arcbitei'ture. It has the principal tower on the 
north-west corner, with small tower on the north-east corner, and a square tower in the 
centre of front gable. The face work is of i ubble stone, laid in even courses, having the 
pinnacles, moulded jambs, tracery, and other trimmings, of cut stone. Tho main tower 
is 100 feet high, and has heavy pi-ojecting buttresses on the corners, finishing against the 
belfry story in an octagonal forra.and continued up above the parapet with crocketed pin- 
nacles. Tho spire rises to the height of 130 feet above the tower, octagonal in form, and 
enriched with boldly carved crockets on the angles. From tho pinnacles on the four cor- 
ners of the tower spring flying buttresses to the comers of the spire, piei-ced with pointed 
openings, and having crocketed parapets. The front is richly decorated with tracery, tho 
hoods to windows crocketed, the gable surmounted with embattled parapet, a niche on 
either side of centre window, the centre tower iinished with a pierced parapet, and richly 
crocketed pinnaclca. The small tower terminates with a two story lantom, each story 
piei-ced with eight openings. 

Tho audience chamber is 90 feet long by 60 feet wide, lighted by six pointed windows 
on each side, and a circular window in the rear wall. It has an open roof, supported by 
six trusses spanning across the building, elaborately filled with tracery up to the ridge. 
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which ia 72 feet high above the floor. The hack wall is ornameiitod with a handsome 
screen, having an overhanging canopy above the pulpit richly carved nnd decorated. 

There are no galleries, eacept the one foi' the choir, which is over the Tc»tibuio, aod in 
which is placed a fine organ, built by Mr. George Stevens, of Cambridgo, Massachusetts, 
at a cost of 8*4,000. There are twelve chandeliers in the audience chamber — two suspen- 
ded fi-om pendants of each roof truss — forming a pleasing cowp tTitil. There are a centre 
and tn-o sido aisles to the church, and ona hundred and ninety slips, capable of seating 
1,000 persons. The basement story is 12 feet liigh, containing a lecture room, which wlB 
seat 400, Sabbath and infant school rooms, pastor's study, two furnace aad fuel rooms. 

I'he cost of the edifice and its finishings is $70,000. It has been built from the designs 
of Messrs. O. Sc A. Jordan, of this city, under the auperinfendence of Mr. A. Jordan. 
The conti-actors were, for the mason work, Mr. Thos. Fairbaim : carpenters' work, Messrs. 
McDuff & Mitchell; plastering Messrs. Rowe Si Boyd; painting, Mesere. Godfrey, Dean 4; 
LiaUt). The furnaces were furnished by Messrs. Dudley & llulmos. 

CE METER IDS. 

The first Roman Catholic Cemetery was situated where the Masonic Hall, now stands ; 
and was used as such from 1723 until the year 1810, when the Governor and Judges granted 
to the corporation of St. Ann, the public triangle in section one for the purpose of erecting 
a church thereon, and sixteen city lots north of the same for a burying ground. 

Hei-e the remans of Col. Hamtrainck repose. His tomb bears the following inscription !— 

"Bacred to the memory of John Francis Hamtramek, Esq., Col. of the Ist. TJ. S. Bcgiment 
oflnfantry, and commandant of Detroit and its dependencies. He departed this life, on the 11th 
of April, 1803, f^ed 45 years 7 months and 28 days. True patriotism and zealous attach- 
ment to national liberty, joined to a laudable ambition, led him into military service at an 
early period of his life. He was a soldier even before he was a man. 

Ha was an active participator in all the dangei-s, difficulties and honors of the Revolu- 
tionary War. And his heroism and unifonngood conduct, procured htm the atteiitionand 
personal thanks of the immortal Washington. The United States in him hare .lost a val- 
uable officer and a good citiien, and society an useful and pleasant member To his fami- 
ly the loss ia incalculable : and his friends will never forget the memory of Hamtramck. 
This humble monament is placed over his remains by the officers who had the honor to 
serve mider his commaa.d: a small but grateful tribute to hismei'Jt and his worth." 

This ground was useduntilabout 1826, when the Society purchased a lot on the Antoiiie 
Beaubien farm, near the Gratiot road, for a Cemetery; and interments were made there 
until about the year 1646, when the j purchased a large and handsomely located lot of land 
in the town of Hamtramck, about two miles above the city, which is called " Mount Elliott." 
The Protestant burying ground in an early day, was onthcnorth sideof Larned street, and 
east of Woodward Avenue, now occupied by the Holmes' Block, Water Works' Office, &c. — 
The military burial ground occupied most of the square formed by Fort, Shelby. Lafayette 
and Griswold streets. Ko interments were made thereafter 1827; and in 1828, on re- 
moving the Fort, the remains were taken up and removed to a new ground. The burial 
ground on the corner of Lamed Street and Woodward Avenue, continued to be used until 
about 1826, when tlie city purchased a lot adjoining the Catholic ground, on the Antoine 
Beaubian farm ; and also in 1834, about fifty acres of land for a cemetery on the Gouin 
farm, north of the Gratiot road, part of which was laid out into small lots and sold. This 
ground is stiO used as the City burial ground. 

ELMirOOD. 

This beautiful and sequestered Cemetery lies in the Township of Hamtramck, about two 
miles from the City Hall, and occupies about siity-five acres of land, well diversified, of 
light and porous soil, well adapted to its design. 

The ground was purchased in the spring of the year 1846. The fit improvements, such 
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as fencing, laying out di-ives and walks, ami platting into lota, proceeded during the Bum- 
mer; a teateful English Cottage, dosigned as a residence for the Superintendent, was 
erected, wid in October of that year, it was opened for the interment of the departed. It 
afterwards beciimc incorporated by act of the Legislature. The following persons consti- 
tuted the first Board of Officers elected under the act of incorporation, viz : 

A. D. Fhaser was elected President ; Johh Owbn, Treasurer ; Hesbt Lbdyabd, Secre- 
tary; Hbnbt Ledtaed and Charles 0. Tkowbriiwe, Executive Committee, 

The following is the list of original subscribers : 

Douglass & Walker. John A. Welles, Henry H. Brown, H. P. Baldwin, Henry Ledyard, 
Geo. E. Hand, J. M. Howard, Franklin Moore, Hallock & Raymond, A. W. Buel, George 
F. Porter, J. S. Farrand. George Footo, C. 0. Trowbridge, John Owen, F. Buhl, W. A. 
Eayraind,' J. N. Elbort, D. Smart, C. Moree, J. A. Van Dyke, H. H. Emmons, J. 8. Jen- 
aess, Edward Lyon, Harmon DcGraff, Samuel Coit, Shubael Conant, S. P. Brady, Fred- 
oriuk Wetraore, J. W. Tillman, E. Pamsworth, George 0. Bates, Charies S. Tiipler, W. 
N. Carpenter, A. S. Kellogg, B. BIdred, Z. Chandler, D. Cooper, J. G. Hill, G. R. Russell, 
A. S. Williams, A. H. Adams, C. H. Avery, George Hill, John Drew, E. P. Hastings, C. 
Howard, C. G. Hammond, A. S. Poiter, T. Romoyn, A. D. Praser, J. P. Joy, W. Trues- 
4aU, J. Winder E. A. Wales, Jamos V. Campbell, Darius Lamson, J. A. Hicks, Luther 
Beecher, M. F. Dickinson, Henry Doty, Samuel Barstow, Thomas W. Lockwood, Richard 
H. Hall, Pierre Teller, D. Goodwin, B- F. Lamed, Robert Dennont, DeGarmo Jones, 
Michigan Lodge No. 1. by A. S. Kellogg, Wayne Lodge No. 2. by A. S, Kellogg, Wa- 
wo-artonong Lodge No. 13. by A. S. Kellogg, Mosm P. Hutchins, J. H. Faraswoi-th, Al- 
■eiander GoodeJI, T. H. Hinchraan, William S. Lee, Bela Hubbai-d, A. Clark, J. L. King. 

Since the original purchase, twenty-five acres hae been added, on the N. W, side, extend- 
ing along upon the sides of the ravme, adding largely to the interesting feature, and 
capabilities of the place. 

Hero, beneath the shade of the old towering elms, whose name it bears, will sleep, as 
tiey pass away, the generations who have peopled Detroit. 

Upf'OatMr'rolBtiflitb and ffroMB mouno, 
•Acrt cnrnetk m lie ear a pnceful sound. 
Which bidinebc caatiiaed aili skt IM, 

The mild broath of Spring blows gently across the grave of youth and beauty, the gor- 
geous summer comes up and stands in her pride around the tomb of maturity, and the wind 
of autumn sighing drearily, scatters the yellow leaves over the last resting place of those 
who have gone down in tho fulness of years, and winter comea, last in its time, clasping all 
like death ifscl^ in its dumb ©old embrace. 

If it indicates a gentle spirit, and hearts Open to the influences of elevated humanity 
to cherish and beautify the graves of lost love— to honor the useful and good, and fo fresh- 
en the remembrance of tiie sweet and lovely in life, then has Detroit furnished such evi- 
dence in hee chaste, secluded, picturesque and beautiful Blmwood. 
WATEa wonKS. 

A supply of pure water is essential fo the health, and theroibro to the prosperity of any 
city- The«iti7.ens of Detroit may well congratulate themselves upon having a water works, 
which fui-itishes an abundant supply of as pure water as any in tho worid, conveying it into 
their very dwellings, and at rates far cheaper than any other city. The water is taken &om 
the river above the city and foreed by two steam en^nes into an iron reservoir 60 feet in 
diameter aad 20 feet deep, elevated on a circular brick tower 50 feet in height from which 
it is distribi^^d throughout the city, by means of iron and wood pipes. 

The soil upon which the city is built, being mostly impeiTucable clay, the water pro- 
cured by wolls, is, vrith occasional and few eiceptions, surface, and not spring water, and 
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coutaina a large per cent, of organic matter, greatly increased in tlie neigh boi'liood of 
drains and sewers, and whith therefore constitutes a serious objection to its use. Its analy- 
sis showed that it contdned ll6 grruns of compound ingredients to a gallon, whileagal- 
louof wafer taken from these woiks eihitited but about 5 grains; the compound of 
the river water being composed mostly of silica, a]lumina, and iron, elements that can 
produce little or no injury; while the solid matter of the well water contiwned a largo 
quantity of chloride of sodium, chloride of potassium, and magnesium, the two latter be- 
ing cathartic in their pi-operties. The analysis also shows that the water of the river, 
drawn from the great noi-thern lakes, and from which the works aro supplied, is found 
as pure and free from mineral aubatanco as almost anybody of water in the world. 

In 1836, the city purchased the works, which had been established by individual enter- 
prise, ten yea,ra before, and expended upon them about $120,000. In I8G2, at which time 
they had cost the city the sum of $266,000, over and above all receipts, they wore placed 
under the management of a board of Trustees, who were subsequently, by act of the Leg- 
islature, inorpoi-at«d as a board of Commissioners. Up to the 1st of January last, the 
Commissioners had expended, in reconstructing and enlarging the works, the sum of 
€271,000. The amount of their ordinary receipts over ordinary expenditures was $41.60C— 
making the amount expended for construction over receipts ^229,40&j. which added to the 
amount before expended by the Common Council, shows the total cost of the works to Jan- 
uary 1st, 1855, to be $496,400. 

In 1838, when the works were first regularly conducted by the city, tlio aRsesBmoi-.f 
amountedto $3,670, and the numbei- of assessments to C13. In 1845 tho ns^aessmeiits 
wereS9,488, and the number was 1,2E1. In 1854,theusseasments were $3J, 840, and the- 
number was 5,872. The assesanicnt of 1854 exceeded that of tlio previous year by more than 
$3,000, and the assesEment for 185.), is Sii36,lS4— being an increase of $4,344 over last 
year, and 663 more families are supplied with water from tho worts, than there were 
one year ago ; while there is no doubt that this ratio of increase will contiaue for many 
JO -.rs, on the lines alone of pipes now laid. There are now 27 nales of iron and about 14 
miles of wooden pipes. It would be a low figure to estimate the amount of iissessmont 
from the pipes now laid at $50,000 annually, when the lines are filled by bufldings — an 
event, at the present rate of construction, not far off. The extension of pipes- will at the 
same time be required in new districts, which are fiist being settled. There are now at 
least one thousaod families living boyondlho reach of water from these works, who pro- 
cure but a scanty supply from wells. 

The population of the city having doubled in the last four years, and the receipts for 
water nearly so, it would be safe to estimate that the population and receipts for water will 
double in the nest five years. Sothat by the timethe loan recently made, of$250,000i3 
expended in extending the works, the revenue from the water would not only pay the an- 
nua! intei-est and ortiinary expenses, but leave a large surplus annually to go into a sinking 
Aind pledged to the extingniskment of tho debt. 

The works are owned by the city, and managed by a Board of Coromissaonors, chosen by 
the Common Council. The water rates are not fixed by any law, but are graduated by the 
Board to meet the requirements properly belonging to them. 

The present minimun piiCe for families, is four dollars per annum, a ftaclion over me cent 
per day which it is believed, is lower than that established by any other water work&in the 
union. The project of supplying the inhabitants with water, by means of water works 
was agitated at an early day. In 1820 a proposition was made to the Trustees by Mr. 
John W. Tomkins to furnish the city with wator, but no action was had on the pEOposi- 
tion by the Board, except ordering it placed on file, though subsequently frequent discus- 
sions were had. Nothing decisive was adopted until 1825, when a Water Works was com- 
menced by Mr. Bathuel Farrand under an act passed by the Common Council gEanting 
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him "the sole and esclusive right of watwing the city," and in 1827 the cituens were flist 
furnished with water from the works. The water mas raised by two pumps of 5 inches 
bore, di-iren by liorso power into a forty gallon cask, at the top of a cupola, from which it 
was conducted through tamarack logs to a reservoir 16 feet square and sis feet deep, dt- 
uated on the lot now occupied by the Firemen's Hall, comer of Jefferson Avenue and 
Bates street The pump was at the foot of Randolph street, on lot 25, Berthlefs sub- 
division, adjoining French & Eldred's Carding Mill. In 1829 other parties became inter- 
ested in the works, and a Company was organised under an ordinance passed by tho 
Common Council, which company was subsequently incorporated by the Legislative Coun- 
cil. Thecompany made an effortto obtain a supply of water by boring into the earth in 
1829, and bored a hole of four inches in diameter to the depth of 260 feet, on a lot at th^ 
S.E. comer of Fort and Wayne streets, ten feet of altuyiai earth was iirst passed through, 
next a stratum of tenacious marly clay with veins of quick sand 1 15 feet, 2 feet of beach 
sand withpebblestonessuceeeded,androct was then struck. It consisted of a stratum 
of geodiferouB lime rock 60 feet in depth. The auger then peneti-ata-d sixty-five feet into 
lias, in the courae of which it fell into a cavity 2i inchesin depth. A stratum of carbon- 
ate of Ilrae, irapi-egnated with salt, in a rather friable «nd yielding form succeeded, which 
■was considered a subordinate bed in tho lias, for the latter was again found below it, and the 
boring continued eight ieet, when no water was obtained and tho project abandoned. 

In 1830 the Company constructed a reservoir 18 feet square and 9 feet deep on tl:e 
same lot. The water was pumped into it by means of a ten hoi-se power engine, driving 
a rotaij pump, and was forced through a three inch iron pipe. Tho Company continued 
to extend their works and made evei? effort to supply the inhabitants with water in the 
iace of an increasing pecuniary loss and the complahits of the public, until 183(>, when they 
wei-e purchased by the city. The city projected the present works, and the construc- 
tion commenced in 1837. In 18-41 the "New Works" were so far brought into use as to 
supply water to tho Fort Street reservoir. In 1842 the present iron reservoir was brought 
into use, and the Fort Street reservoir abandoned. The works were conducted by a Super- 
ititendent annually appointed by the Council, until the Spring of 1S49, whon ho was elect- 
ed at the Charter Election. For several years there had been many complaints of an ir- 
regular and insufficient supply of water, and discussions and debates were had as to tie 
btffit policy to be pursued. Many were in favor of tho sale of tho works. In Februajy 
1852 the Common Council passed an ordinance by which the cohti-ol and management 
of tho works were vested in a Board of Trustees, and Shubael Conant, Henry Ledyard, 
Edmund A. Bi-ush, James A. Tan Byke and -William E. Noyes, were appointed Trustees. 
Tho Board at once deteimined to re-construct the works on an enlai'ged scale. In the 
mean time relief was afforded to several sections of the city by the extension of iron dis- 
tribution pipes. 

In Febmary 1853, an act was passed by tho Legislature, incorpoi'ating tho "Board of Wa- 
ter Commissioners of the City of Detroit." and naming the gentlemen who composed tha 
Boardof TrusteesasCommiB8ionei-swithpowertoloan*250,000. TheBoard of Commis- 
sioners was organized on the 16th of May foUowing, the loan was soon affected, and the 
money obtained, when the work of reconstruction commenced, and seven and a-half miles 
of iron pipes were laid ; fifty-four new fire hydi-ants erected, and twenty-nine stop cocks 
put in before the close of the season. The Board also purchased 10 acres of land on the 
Dequindre far-m, on tho summit, north of the Gratiot road, about one and a-lialf milea 
from the river, for the purpose of constructing thei-eon a new reservoir. 

NBtT RCSEUTOIR. 

In 1854: the work was resumed, and the construction of a ■.__ 
and about one-third of the work accomplished during tho year. Tho i 
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constructod in two basins — by raising earth ombankmonts to a height of thirty feet. 
Theembankmoutsaretobe 103 feet through at the base, aud 16 feet at the top, in the cen- 
tre of which a puddled wall 16 feet at the base, and 8 feet at the top. The slopes of the 
embankment outside are to be sodded and set with evergreens, and inside fti'st lined with 
concrete and then paved with brick. A flight of stone steps will be built on the inside slope 
of either basin from the terrace to tlio bottom. The terrace on the top to he gravelled, and 
a fence constructed on the inner side around the basins. Either basin will be 200 feet 
square at the top, 114J feotat the bottom. The two basins covermg nearly 4 acres. The 
top water lino will be 50 ft. above the intersection of Jefferson and Woodward Avenues, and 
771 feet above the river. The total storage of the two basins wiU be 7,692,704 imperial 
gallons. The terrace at the top will be reached by a Sight of stone steps ; at the base, 
oae or more fountains will constantly jet forth streams of water. When completed, it 
will afford a commanding view of the city and suiTOunding country, and a delightful prom- 
enade for pleasure. 

The water is to be forced up to the reservoir by a powerful comish steam engine, through 
an iron pipe, 2i inches interior diameter. The water will bo distributed through a 21 inch 
pipe extending from the reservoir to the western line of the city, connecting with all the 
pipes in streets running at right angles from tlio river A stand pipe is to be erected at the 
engine house wharf, inside of a brick tower, 115 feet in heigh. The top of the tower will 
be reached by a flight of staira inside, around the pipa The top of the tower will be about 
forty feet above the reservoir, and afford a fine view of the City, Lake St. Clair and sur- 
rounding country. 

When the summit reservoir is completed, it is contemptlated to abandon the use of the 
one at the river. 

It is expected that the new works will bo entirely completed within the neit two years, 
and it is cstlmatod that the Board now have the necessai'y amount of money to accomplish 
it. They having recently nogociatod a further loan of $250,000 under authority of an 
act of the Legislature passed February 6, 1855. 

Duringtheyearl854 the present works distributed 314,392,655 gallons. The greatest 
number of gallons distributed in any one month was 33,498,222, and the works now be- 
ing built are designed to bo capable of suppljiug 3,000,000 gallons in twelve hours, equal 
to 90,000,000 gallons per month. 

Hon. James A. Van Dyke, a zealous and efficient member of the board, from its first or- 
ganization, and who for many years previous was intimately connected with our city affairs, 
as City Attorney, Alderman, Mayor of the city, and President of the Five Department, and 
thoroughly acquwnted with all the concerns of the community, and devoting much of his 
time and talents, devising and forwarding plans which have from time to time been adopted 
for advancing the prosperity of the city, was removed by death on the 8th day of May 
1855. 

Hon. Alexauder D. Praser, on whose report to the Common Council while Eecorder of 
the city, in 1836, tho city purchased the water works, was appointed a Commissioner by the 
CommonCounciltofiU the vacancy occasioned by the death of Mr. Van Dyke. The fol- 
io wing gentlemen now compose the Board of Commissionei-s; Edmund A, Brush, Shubael 
Conant, Henry Ledyard, Alexander D. Fraser and William R. Noyes, and the Officers are 
Edmund A. Brush, President, R. E. Roberts, SecretJiry, and Jacob Houghton, Jr., Super- 
intendent and Engineer. 
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Tiie follm-ing statement sho\es tie ina-ease of Assesumenli from year to year 
purchase of the Works hy the City, and is designed to show the growth of the City, 
and increasing demand upon the Works rather (Ann the Revenue. 

The assessments for the year 1838, 1339, and 1810, were 
irregular, one year running into the other. The airgre- 
ff.ite amount of rectipta of those years was $11,030 00 
* " "^ 3,676 «« 



Assessment of 1841, ; 
1R42, 
1843, 
1844, 
1H45, 
1846, 
1847, 
1848, 
1849, 
18r,0, 



aiuntod to 5 446 00 

6,686 00— inci-eaae of I 240 00 

... 7,163 18 " 1,477 18 

8.710 60 " 1,647 a2 

.... 9,488 34 " 777 84 

10.396 00 " 907 66 

.. 9,832 18— decrease of. 563 83 

.... 10.738 OU— increase of 905 82 



. 12.633 00 

. 15.612 00 

. 19,756 00 

. 2.^,348 00 

. 28,617 00 

. 31,840 00 

, 36.184 00 



. 1,895 00 

. 2.979 00 
4,144 00 

, 5.592 00 

. 3,269 00 

. 3,223 00 

, 4,344 00 



Increase of the number of Jlsiessments for the past ten years. 
AssBSsmentfi in 1845. 

Familips, 915 

Taverna, 23 

Stores. Offices and Shops, 215 

Eaiir- a I Depots, 2 

Brew' riis, 2 

Stati< nary Steam Enginea, 2 

Mills, Factories, &c., 92 



n otal, . 



1,251 6.640 

CO.ttPAHATIVE PUKITY OF WATER. 

The folic. wing table shows the solid matter in a gallon of water taken from lakes, ri 
and wells, i i diff irent dties: 



LAKES ASD RIVERS. 


''Im'a 


WEILS. 


Uriuns 
solid 
matter 




ifliaoo 

1,B50 
0,9DS 
4.360 
1,330 
4:ifiO 

ii.eio 

VS6 
6,J2S 






i-"'i<>'^lxerR^^;,t':::::::::::::: 

New York— Troton River. 






Ne»Yorl, , 


sR,ono 

19,240 
36,000 


Alliftny— Huason River. .- 


,,. J Old State House Well, 


Brouklyn— Average Long I. Ponds, 




t Capitol Park Wall, 


fiflMO 


BriilBeport, Ct— Peqnomock Rivtir, 


Brooklyn-Average Boveral Wells, 


48.ft33 












RooheBt«r, N, Y.-Avetage several 


30.000 
116,461 

















Of the Detroit river water. Prof. Douglass, in his report of the analysis, says : That it 
contains less solid matter in tlio gallon than either the Croton or Cincinnati water, but 
more than the Pairmouth or Long Pond water. In estimating the value of your city 
water, as compared with water of other cities, due allowance must be made for the fact 
that the total solid matter is materially increased by the presence of silicia, allumina, and 
iron, elements that can produce little or no injury, while the chloridcB, much the most inju- 
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iroD, is accounted for by the fact that Lako Superior and Huron are formed, for the inost 




part, in a basin of ferrogiiious sandstone and igneous rock. 




Of Deiroit well water, he says : The large quantity of chloride of sodium, (common 








The two last salts are cathartic in their properties, and the habitual uso of water, holding 




them in solution, in any considerable quantities, must prore injurious to health. 




HFAD OF WATEH. 




The theoretic head of watev, in various localities, from tho present reservoir ivhun it is 




full, is as follows: 




At the eornoi-s of feet 


At the corners of feet 




Jefferaon Ave. and Third street, 63 


Woodward Ave. and Atwater street, 60 




Cass street. 48 


Woodbrifigc st„ iil 
" Jefferson Are., 40 




" " Wayne street, 41 




" " Shelby street, 38 


Larned street, 42 




Woodward Ave,, 40 


Congress street, 43 




St. Antoine street, 39 


" Fort street, 43 




" " Hastings sti-eet, 37 


State street, 40 




" " Eivavd street, 34 


" " Clifford sti-ect, 43 




" Bussell street, 40 


Circus street, 41 




Eiopelle street, 42 


'■ " Adams Avenue, 3^ 




« Orleans street, 45 


High street, 34 




Fort street and Eighth street, 4T 


" " Sibley street, 29 




" Sixth street, 45 


" Toll gate, 14 




" Fifth street, 43 


North city line, 10 




" Fourth street, 41 


Lafsvefte street and Eighth street 41 




'■ Third street, S9 


" Seventh sti'eet. 40 




" Second street, 35 


" '■ Fourth street, '38 




" Wayne street, H2 


" " Cms street, 35 




" Shelby street, 33 


Michigan Avenue and Seventh street, 43 




" Griswold street, 37 


" Third street, 46 




" Randolpb sti-eets, 48 
Gratiot street and Randolph street, 39 


" First street, 42 




" " Shelby street, 40 




" Beaubien street, 40 


" Griswold street, 39 




■' Hastings slreet, 37 


" •• Bates street, 46 




" " Eivard street, 29 


Congress street and Seventh streets, 51 




" Russell street, 25 


" Sixth street, 52 




« Orleans street, 21 


" Fouith street, 65 




Brush and Macomb streets, S9 


" Third street, 61 




" Gratiot street, 40 


" ■' First street, 47 




" Columbia sti'oet, 34 


« " Wayne street, 45 




" High street. H9 


" Griswold street, 47 




Orleans and Atwater street, 64 


" Bates sti-eet, 43 




" " Woodbridge street, 64 


'■ " Brush street, 46 




" " Jefferson Avenue, 45 


" " Peaubien street^ 44 




" " Jjftmed street, 44 


" " St. Anteino St., 46 




■' Croghan street, 41 


" Hastings street, 46 




" Mullett street, 36 


" " Kussell" street, 44 




•' High street, 28 


At Grand Circus, 40 




" Gratiot street, 21 


'■ Centre Paj-k, 38 




" " Seott street. 18 


" Capitol Park, 40 




" Halo street, 17 


» West Park, 44 




" " St. Joseph street, V> 


" Bast Park, 43 




" Noi-thPark 41 


" Crawford Park, 4l 




'■ Campus Martius, 43 


" Elton Park. 34 




Corner Sisth and Grand Eiver sts., 33. 




GAS MRMT. 




Detroit is well lighted with Gas, which is supplied by an incorpoi-ated Company, who 




have erected very ejtensive works on the river, near the eastern line of the City. Gas 


J 
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pipes estend through most of the principal stroeta, at pi-esent, and the Company are con- 
stantly extending them into new districts. There are already over twelve hundred Street 
Lamps set, for the purpose of lighting the city at night and we now wonder how they get 
along at night, in cities without gas. 

rAVEOTENTS AKD SE^'EHS. 

All the Streets and Avenues in the business portion of the city are paved with stone, 
making in the agregate about 13 miles of paved streets, and, the work of paving is pro- 
gressing, and will continue until every street is paved. 

A proper system of sewerage is of vital importini,o to the pro«peiityot anj citj As a 
preventive of sickness, as a matter of economy and comfort a Idi essts itsolt to ev ery t t- 
izen. The subject engaged the early attention of the authoiiEies of tlio citj ind a lar^e 
Btoneand brick sower was constructed alon„ the tra<,k. of the creek whioh foi-meily run 
throufh the low grounds between Jefferson Aieoue and Fjrt street femce which time 
a number of sewers have been constructel m vjricus 8ei,tions of the citj The tcweis 
are constructed of brick, and are circular, fr m 3 to B feet diameter They are con- 
structed by the city, and paid for out of a fund raised by genei al tax for that purpose, 
and premises drained into them, subjected to an annual Scnci Tas 

F1.ANKROATS. 

There are sovon Plank Roads leading from the city into the cjuntiT. the aggregate length 
of which is about 300 miles ; tiiey are ; 

The Detroit and Gi-ossc Point, Detroit and Erin, Detroit and Bii-mingham, Detroit and 
Howell, Detroit and Saluie, Detroit and Monroe, Detroit and Plymouth. 
■ran KivxjR. 

The Detroit Kiver is 25 miles in length, between lakes Sfc Clair and Erie, average width 
one mile, depth (J fathoms, current 2 miles an hour, and it is estimated that at this veloc- 
ity at a transverse section, opposite the city, where it is contracted to about 63 chwns it 
discharges 190,270,080 cubic feet per hour, or 3,171,168 cubic feet per minute. 

There ai-o seventeen islands lathe river. The names of these are, "Clay," "Ce'.erOD," 
"Hickory," " Sugar," " Bois Blanc," " Elba," "Fox," " Rock,"" Stoney," " Grosse;' " Turkey,'' 
"Fighting," "Mammy Judy," "Grassy," "Mud," "Belle" and "Peach." The two latter are 
Bituatedafew miles above, and within sight of the city, near the enti-^nco to Lake St. C!air^ 
The largest of which is Belle Isle (foi-merly Hog Island). Peach Island was the home of 
Fontiac. Parkman in bis " History of the Conspiracy of Pontiac," says, " Pontiac, the Satan 
of this forest paradise, was accustomed to spend the eariy part of the aunrtmer upon a smali 
bland at the opening of Lake St. Clair, hidden from view by the high woods that covered 
the intervening *Isle au Cochou. 

"Tho king and lord of all this country," aa Rogers calls him, " lived in no royal state. 
His cabin was a small, oven-shaped structure of bark and rushes. Here he dwelt with his 
squaws and children ; and here, doubtless, he might often have been seen, carelessly recli- 
niaig his oaked form on a rush mat, or a bear skin, like an ordinary warrior." 

The other fifteen islands are situated within the first twelve miles of the river, after enter- 
ing it from Lake Erie, some of which are in view of the city. The largest of which is Gresse 
Isle.on which are anumber of large and well cultivated farms. This island is a very popu- 
lar retreat for citiiens of Detroit during the heat of summer. On some of tho others there 
are extensive stone quai'ries; and on many of these, as well as Belle Isle and Peach, are ex- 
tensive fisheries, where large quantities of white fish are annually taken. Father Hennepin' 
who was a passenger on the " Griffin," the first vessel that crossed Lake Erie, in 1679, in 
his description of the scenery along the route, says, " the islands are the finest in the world ; 
the strait is finer than Niagara; the banks aro vast meadows and the prospect is terminated 
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with some hills eorered with TineyardB, trees bearing good fruit, grores and foreats so well 
disposed, that one would think that nature alone could not have made, without tho help of 
art, BO charming a prospect." Theetreamsemptyinginto the «(m;, are, on the Canada side, 
the river aux Canards, and on the American shore, the Huron river, Monquagon creek, river 
Eco:-se, river Rouge, May's ci-eek, beiow the city, and Bloody Run and Connor's creek above. 

The vilagea on the Canada shore, are Amerstburgh, near tha entrance to Lake Erie, Sand- 
wich, about throo milea below Detroit, and Windsor directly opposite tho city. On tho 
American shore, Gibralter, opposite Amherstburgh, Trenton opposite Gi-osse Islo, and Wyan- 
dotte, about ten miles below the city. 

Fort Maiden is situated j ust above the village of Amerstburgh, in Canada ; and Fort Wayne 
is situated on the American shore, on the Sand Hill, about three milea below the city. 
THE CLimATE. 

The climate of Detroit ia temperate ; snow falls at ftora six to eighteen inches deep, and 
neverremains more than a few weeka. The transition from the cold of spring to the 
heat of summer is rapid ; from summer to winter gradual and pi-olonged. As general 
characteristics, the spring is wet and prolonged ; summer dry ; autumn mild ; winter cold 
and dry. Tho average temperature in tho spring is 50 Farenheit ; 
20 ; autumn 60 to 66. 

EtEVAXIONS. 

The elevations of dffei'cnt localities in tho city, above tho Detroit River ia as follows r 

.IcfTerson Avenue from the 
Michigan Central R. R. Depot 
to the east line of the city at 
the intersection of different 

At Third street, 4 f 

" Second " B 

'■ First " 6 

" Oaas " 18 

" Wayno " 26 

" Shelby « 28 

" Giiswold " 28 

" Woodward Ava 26 

" Bates street, 2fi 

" Randolph street, 26 

" Brush street, 26 

" Boaubien street, 26 

" St. Antoine " 27 

" Hastings " 39 

" Rivard " 31 

" Russell " 26 

" Rinpelle " 23 

" Orleans " 20 

Lafayette Street. 
At Griswold street, 27 

The coimtrv back of tho city gradually rises until it roaches at Birmingham, IS miles 
from tho city, an elevation of 200 foot above the Detroit River, and Pontiac 2.5 miles 
north of the city, is 386 feet above tho river, and tho Detroit and Milwaukee Rail Road 
passes over an elevation of 400 feet between Detroit and Pontiac. 

FIRt^-riBE DEPAHTinBNT, 

Few citJes of its size have suffered by fire to the same extent as the city of Detroit 
has. In 1704 an attempt was made by the Indians to destroy it by fire who partly suc- 
ceeded. In 1805 it was almost entirely consumed (but one house escaped.) In 1837 
nearty four squares in the business part of the city were destroyed. In 1842 one of the 
E squares ia the city was entirely swept off, and in 1848 four squares were 



" Shelby 


" 




ai 


" Seventh " 


20 


" Wayne 






SI 




19 


" Oa*s 






31 


Woodward Avenue 


rom the 


" First 






31 


River to tho north line of the 


" Second 






H9 


city. 




" Third 




Sfl 




At Atwater streetv 


6 ft 


" Fourth 




2i» 




" Woodbridge st. 


ir, 


" Fifth 
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" Jeifei-son Ave., 


2G 


" Sixth 




W 




" Lamed street^ 


25 


" Seventh 




?M 




"Congress " 


20 


" Eighth 




2.1 




" Fort 


23 


I'ort street 


fi-om Woodwaw 


" Stat© " 


26 




" Grand River St., 




city. 








'■ Clifford sti'eet. 


23 


At Woodward Ave 




?afl 


" Grand Circus st 


25 


" Griswold street 




29 


" Adams Avenue, 


28 


" Shelby 








" Elizabeth street, 


28 


" Wayne 


" 




u 


" Montcalm " 


29 


« Cass 








" High 




" First 






33 




35 








HI 


" Siblev 


37 








27 


" Toll Gate, 


50 








?,?i 


" North hne city, 


58 


" Fifth 






23 


Si-atiot Road at Orleans 


" Sixth 


" 




21 


St.. 


45 
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burnt over, in the centra of the city. Besidos these aeveral very severe and cakinitious fires 
might be eiuimcrated. The first Pire Engine Company was oi'ganized in 1 8 15, and the en- 
gine used by this Company was taken from Commodore Perry's Flag Ship—previous to 
this a '"bag, bueliet and battering ram comp'y" had been organized, and the inhabitants were 
required under penalty te keep on their respective premises a certain quantity of water 
in a wooden cask arranged with handles and provided with a pole so tiiat two men could 
sling it upon their shouldera and convey it to a fire. Bach house was to bo provided with 
a ladder and a certain number of bucketa. 

The first engine purchased by the city was purchased in 1825 by Hon. J. R. Williams, 
then Mayor of Detroit, to man which a company was organized and called "Protection 
Engine Company No. 1-" In 1827 another Engine was procured and a Company organ- 
ized to man the same, which was called "Eagle Company No, 2." In 1840 the Fire Depar- 
tment consised of Four Engine Companies : "Protection No. 1," "Eagle No. 2," -Wolver- 
ine No. 3," "LaFayetteNo, 4," one Hose Company, "HuvlbutNo, l/ and one Hook, Ladder 
and Axe Company. 

The Legislature in 1 840, granted a charter to the Department — the officers named in 
the act were Robert E. Roberts, President ; Frederick Buhl, Vice President ; Edmund R, 
Kearsley, Secretary; Darius Lamson, Treasurer, and Elijah Goodell, Colloctor. Tlio fire- 
men of the city having previously organized the Dopt-rment and olecteil the foregoing per- 
sons na officers. 

Subsequently thcfollowing gentlemen havebeen elected to and dischai^cd the duties of 
President: John Owen, Chauncy Hurlbut, David Smart, J. A. Van Dyke, Eben N. WUcoi, 
and John Patton. 

Shortly after the organization of the Department an effort was mad to ra' f nd 
ostensibly for the benefit of widows and orphans of members of the Dcp m t A m II 
amount was at firet realized, but this waa carefully fostered and loaned t wl h 

with the amount received from the annual balls, given by the Dopar t th 1 

donations from citizens, which wei-e always liberal, the fund in 1849, b « i th m nt 
paid for relief, amounted to something over »6,000. with which was pu ha, d 1 t d 
it waa determined to erect thereon a Hall. Proposals were received, d t w s asce - 
twned that" to erect a suitable building would cost $15,000. The firemen at once deter- 
mined to erect the building-, and authorizad the President, Hon. James A. Van Dyke, to 
effect a loan to the amount of ®8,000 secured on the property, which he accomplishod, 
and the building was put under contract, relying upon the liberality of their fellow citi- 
zens to aid in completing it, and the promptness with which they came forward to their 
aid, when it was found that they had gone to the extent of their means, showed that no 
false estimate waa placed on their liberality. Tlie ladies, too, always ready to lend their 
aid to every good work, came to their rescue, and got up a Fair to increase their fund^ 
from which waa realized a little short of $1,000 — finding a sufficient remuneration to 
them for the labor and expense bestowed to witness the completion of an edifice, from 
which, in all after time, the firemen will derive an annual income, which will enable them 
to contribute to the widows, and education of the orphans of their members. 

The Hall was completed in the fall of 1851, and opened to the public, when Mad'lle Pa- 
rodi gave her first concert in this city in it, who said of it — " I think it one of the very best 
that 1 ever sang in, and the coraforabie arrangement for the performers is an admirable 
feature in the building." It b alike the monument of the liberality and gratitude of our 
citizens, for which they are distinguished, and the prudence and good management of the 
Department in fostering their means to enable them to erect it. 

The amount due on the building will soon be swept away, leaving a permanent and 
pei-petual income of about 32,000 per annum, to be used for benevolent purposes, which 
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result is certainly griitif'yiaj; to the origiaators and pi-ojectora of the ©nteriprwo, iis wull as 
to all who have contribHtod either iii labor or means, to accomplish it. 

Darid Smart Esq., is deserving of the gi-atitudo and thrmks of every member of the De- 
partnieut, for his untii'ing efforts in raising tho first funds which was the foundation of 
the nobJe result. But to the Hon. James A. Van Dvke were they particularly indebted 
for the early erection of the Hall, who (notwithstanding his own multiplied and pressingen- 
gagemcnts,) devoted much of his time and energies during the three yeais he served as 
President of the Department for tho accompiishment of this object. On tljc completion 
of the Hall, Mr. Van Dyke retli-ed from the Pi-esidency, when the Depart iicnt (endeiod 
him its "thanks for his untiring leal and successful effoi-ta in promoting it« gooil, and i-o- 
Kolvod, as a token of their high esteem and affectionate regard to procure a full length 
portriut of him to adoi-n those walls he had devoted so much time to raise. The porti-ait, 
painted by the eminent artist, Hicks, of New York, was procured and elegantly framed, at 
an expense, in all, of near seven hundred dollai's. 

Tho following gentlemen have, in turn, held the office of Chief Enghicer of the Dcpai t- 

Levi Cooli, Noah Sutton, Henry V. Dishrow, Theodore Williams, Chauncy Huiibut, 
James 8tewar^ William Barclay, William Duncan, Lucretius H. Cobb and John Patton, 
William Duncan present incumbent. 

The Fire Department at present consists of 8 Enginef, "Protection No 1," ' Eaj:''; No. 
2," "Wolverine No. 3," "LaPayette No, 4," "Washington No. 5," "Neptune No. 6," "Union 
No. 7," and "Continentals No. 8," and ono Hook, Ladder and Axe Company, Each oi the 
several Companies have very substantial brick houses, two stories high, aome of wham 
have very elegantly fum'shed meeting i-ooms. That of tho "Eagles," it Is believed is not 
eicellcd by any F>j Company in tho United States. 

YOC^GMENS> SOCIETT. 

TheDetroitYonnif Men's Society was organized in January 1843, when the la'.o Dr. Douir- 
liBS Houghton delivered the litst lecture before the associalion. On iho aSih, of March 
1836 the Society was incorporated by tho Legislatui'e. 

The ejerciaea of the Society are coniiiiueJ only during the fall and winter months, and 
consist of debates and Icctui-es altemiitely one evening in overy week. 

In 1850 the Society purchasoJ a very desirable lot, 48 feet fi-ont and 100 feet deep, on 
Jefferson Avenue, between Bates and Randolph streets, and erected a superb building thoiT, 
on 48 by 9.^ feet. On the first floor are two spacious stores, over which is their elegai.t 
Hall. The entrance to the Hall is be ween the two stores, over tho entrance and front part 
of Ihestoresare apppopriatecommittee and library rooms. Tbe Society have a largo and 
well selected Librai'y of about 3000 volumes. 

The following gentlemen have been elected to and discharged the duties of President 
of the Society, as follows : 
In 1833, Franklin Sawyer, Jr., In 1842, John S. Abbott, 

Douglass Houghton, In 1843, Samuel T. Douglass, 

In 1834, Jacob M. Howard, In 184i, Asher S. Kellogg, 

Charles W. Penny, In 184.% BeU Hubbard, 

In 1835, George 0. Bates, [ In 1846. Witter J. Baxter, 

Marshall J. Bacon, j Itt 1847, Thomas W. Lockwood, 

James A. Armstrong, In 1848, James V. Campbell, 

In 1836, John N. Talbot, In 1849, Ed. C. Walker, 

Alexander W, Bud, | In I860, D. Bothume Duffield, 

Geo^e E. Hand, In 1851, U. Tracy Howe, 

In 1837, David E. Hai-baugh, In 18r)2, Halmer H. Emmons, 

In 1838, Franklin Sawyer, Jr., In 1853, George V. N. Lothrop, 

In 1839, Jamoa A. Van Dyke, In 1854, Chailes I. Walker, 

In 1840, John G. Atterbury, In 1855, Levi Bishop. 



In 1841, Samuel Barstow, 
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SKETCHES OF THE CITY OF DETIlOir. 47 

in«4;HANIC») XiOCIE IV. '~ ' 

The ilec!iani<'s' Society of the City ofDetroit, was founded in the year 1818, and in- 
corporated by an act of tho Governor and Judges of the Tenitory of Michigan, in 1820, 
their charter was renewed in 1839 by tho State Legislature. 

The Society own a very olligibly sitoated lot, about one hundred feet square on the cor- 
ner of Griswold and LaFayette streets, on which their Hali is situated. It is in contem- 
plation to erect on this site a largo and el^ant Hall. They haro a well selected Libra- 
ry of about 2000 tolumes, and it is the very place where every young mechanic and ap- 
prentice can store his mind witii all that has been published upon the arts and Bcicnces 
Could an arrangement be made with this and the Young Men's Society whei-oby their Li- 
braries could be united, they would together form a Library unequalled in tho west, and 
such an aii-angement no doubt would be to the mutual advantage of both Societies. 
X.AKE KAVlflATlON. 

Up to 1G79 the lakes were only navigated by bii'ch bark canoes. But in August of 
that year, the firat vessel that ever crossed Lake Erie, arrived at Detroit. This vessel was 
sixty tons burden, and called the " Griffin" it was constructed at Erie, then Fort Frontinac, 
by Robert de LaSalle, her commander. Father Irf)ui8 Hennepin, a missionary was among 
the pasBcngei-s. The Griffin proceeded up the Lake to Green Bay, from which place 
she sailed on the 18th, of September, on her return with a cargo of furs, and was lost on 
Lake Erie, with all on board. Other vessels were afterwai-ds at an early day constructed 
of a greater bui-den, and in 1793 the British Government had a number of men-ot-war 
on the Lakes, of two hundred tons bui-den, each carrying eight guns. 

September 10th, I8l3, the hostile fleets of England and the United States on Lake Erie 
met at the head of the Lake, and a very severe battle ensued. The fleet bearing tlie 'red 
cross of England, consisted of six vessels, carrying siity-four guns, under command of 
the veteran Commodore Barclay, and the fleet bcai-ing the 'broad stripes and biight stars' 
of the United States, consisted of nine vessels, carrying fifty-four guns, under command of 
the young and inexperienced, but brave Commodore Perry. The i-esult of this conflict 
was made known to the world in thefoUowing dispatch, written at 4 P. M., of that day. 

DE.\RGE.v-BRai,i — Wohavemetthoenemy, and they are oure. Two ships, two brigs, one 
schooner and one sloop. With esteem, &c., 

General WilUam Jones. O. H Perbt. 

Captain Chelsea Blake, tliat veteran sailor, so long and favorably known on these wa- 
ters as "coMMOiHiflB OP THE LAKES," and who for many years, sailed the .splendid steamers 
Michigan and Illinois, built by his early and steadfiist friend, Oliver Newbury, Esq., of this 
city, commanded the good schooner General Jackson in 1816, then owned by Messrs. 
Mack & Conant, of this city. For so many yeai-s and so intimately— through battle, 
breeze and storm had our citizens known Blake, from the time he volunteered to sustain 
his country's flag under General Scott, at Lundy's Lane, until through eveiy vicissitude 
of a sailor's life, he had won for himself tho distinguishing title which he bore at his 
death, that his name must forever be associated with the hike, which became hia favorite 
element. Of almost giant size, and commanding presence, no son of Neptune over uni- 
ted in his composition a i-arer combination of the qualities which make a ti'ua seaman, 
a safe commander, a genuine hew. 

Rough as the billows whose impotent assualts on his ves.'Jel ho ever laughed to scorn, 
with voice as hoarse as the tempest whichhedeliglitod tonde, this gallant son of the sea 
had withal a woman's tenderness of heart to answer the appeals of distress. Sincere was 
tho grief of miny he had relieved, and universal the regret among all who had ever sailed 
with him, when he fell a victim to cholera, at Milwaukee, in the year 18 J9. 

Scai-cely less closely associated with tho rise and progress of vessel and steam navigation 
on the lakes, is the name of our respected fellow citizen, Oliver Newbury, who has also en- 
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am himself to, QQd i-0€ciTed the rank of '■ admiral op tub lakes." As he still Burvives his 
faToritc Captain, it may be unbecoming to speak of him in the terms which his peraistont 
enterprise through the lapse of so many long years, justly deserves. From the commence- 
ment of his career in this city, to the present time, he has been more or Ims largely lotovested 
ae owner of schooners, brigs ships and steamers, always of the first class in their day, and 
at ono time ranked as the proprietci of tho largest fleet on tlio gieat chain of lakes For 
thegoodhehasdonebytheemplojment of so many and tho piomotion ot the citj s 
name for spirit and enterprise amcng the proudest cities of the land, his memory wUl 
always be cherished with affection and prido 



The GoneralJackson was suhsequenlly com minded by cur ventrattd 
living Commodore Brevort, and was wrecked a few \ ears alter tn Lake Huion Commo- 
dore Brevort also bore a gallant part in Ferry's conflict, in testimony and gratful recogni- 
tion of which his country voted him a gold medal. 

In 1817 the published marine list chronicled as thearrivals during the week endmg July 
24th, ten schooners and one sloop, the latter having tho passengers on hoard— and clear- 
ances one sloop and six schooners. In 1854, the arrival of vessels at this port, during 
tho s'oftson, numbered 2,434, their aggregato tonnage was 1,048,404, and the clearances 
numbered 2,554, aggregate tonnage 1,244,137. _ 

The number of vessels enrolled at the Detroit Custom House, m September, IS.i.i, is as 
follows : steam boats. 60, and ^team propellers, 23-tonnage;34.28-.,3U-05. Sml ve^^el^ 
barques 5, brigs 9, schoonere 123, scow scboonera 15, scows 17, sloops 44-total. 2 3- 
tonnage 35 653 50-96. Total tonnage of sieam and sail vessels, 89,878,80 95, making 
together of sto^ boats and sail vessels enrolled in this district about three humired, the 
largest of which, the steamer " WeBtern World," is 2,002 tons burden. 

STEAM BOATS AND S TEAMI BOAT KOITEB, 

The Steam Boat Walk-in-the- Water, Captain Jedediah Rogers, was the first Steam.T 
that navigated the lakes, and her arrival at Detroit for thefirst time, was chi-onicled May 

20tb, 1819. . -K' V , n: 

Tho following notice of a trip to Mackinaw, appeared at that a^ito m a >ew York City 

"The swift Steamboat, Walk-in-the-Water, is intended to make a voyage early in the sum- 
merfrom Buffalo on Lake Erie, to Michilimakinack, on lake Huron, for the conveyance of 
company. Tho trip has so near a resemblance to the famous Argonantic expedition in 
the heroic ages of Greece, that expectation is <i«ite alive on the subject Many of onr 
most distinguished citizens are said to have already engaged their passage for this splen- 
did adventure." t,, , n i ^ 

The Waik-in-the- Water was advertised to make one trip weekly, from Black liock to 
Detroit, and back, touching at the principal towns on the American shoi-e. 

The "Walk-ln-the-Water was wrecked near Buffalo, in the fall of 1R21. Thomas Pal- 
mer, Esq., and lady and Mrs. Felix Hinchman of this city, were on board at the time, 
no lives were lost The Steam Boat Superior was built during the following winter, un- 
der the super! ii tendance of Captain Rogers, and was launched m the month of May, 1822, 
and made tri-monthly trips, from Buffalo to Detroit during the summer 

This was tho commencement of the era of steam in navigation— and now in 1855, there 
arc times when there is not room at our two miles of wharves for the numbei- of steamers 
that throng them— many of which are magnificent, and as perfect specimens of steam 
craft as can be found in the world, and tho broad stream is frequentiy.for miles above and 
below the city, studded and whitened with the sails of whole fleets of brigs, schoonei's and 

Stoam boata for the conveyance of passengers now leave this city regularly, as follows : , 
From Detroit to Bvffalo, iJafij.— Three magnificent steamer?, consisting of the "WoB- 
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tern Woild," 3,002 tons burden; "Plymoutli Eock," 1,991 toils burden^ and "Buckeye 
State," 1,274 tons burden, form a d^Iy line, connecting at Detroit witli the M. C. R. E. 
Tbese 'boats make the trip on the north shore, and go through without stopping— running 
time is houi-a. 

From .Detroit to P&rt Huron, Haily.—the Bplendid Bteamei-3 " Forester" and " Ruhy,' 
'form a daily line. Through by daylight. 

From Detroit to Ports on Lake Sapertor. — Pour magnificent steamers, consisting of 
the "Illinois," "North Star," "Planet," alid "Kortherner," p!y regularly to Ontonag^i 
and other ports on Lake Supenor passing through the Sault Ste. Mary Canal. 

From Detroit to Cleveland, Daily. — Steamers '' Slay Queen" and " Ocean." 

From Detroit to Sandusky — St«amor "Bay City" — daily. 

From Detroit to Toledo, J>(k7j— Steamers "Dart" and "Arrow." 

From Detroit to Asldry — Steamers "Albion" and "Pearl." 

From Detroit to Port Sarnia, C. W. — Steamer "Canadian." 

The Steam Boats '■Transit," " Moiawk," and "Afgo," i;ferr'ies) ply conKtantly hcCwccii De- 
troit and 'Windsor. 

Three regular lines of pbopbllErs are established as rollowS; 

From Detroit to Dunkirk, connecting at Dunkirk with the New York & Erie Rail Road. 

From Detroit to Bvffalo, connecting at Buffalo with tlie New 'fork Central Rail Road 
and Erie CanaL 

From Detroit to Ogdensbitrgli ani Cape Vincent, Znie Ontario, passing through tiie 
Wolland Canal, connecting with the Ogdeusburgh and Vermont Central Roil Road, be- 
tween Ogdenaburgh and Boston, and Cape "Vincent Rail Road, between New York and Capo 
Vincent. 

Besides these a large number of propellers are engaged in carrying freight to rarious 
ports ontheliakes, above and below, atodthoasande of brigs and schooners ai'rive and clear 
.duiing a season. 

BAIL ROABS. 

"The first railways, formed od the plan of makhig a distinct surface and track for tbg- 
wheels seems to have been consti-ucted near Newcastle upon the river Tyne in Enghindi 
In Roger North's Life of Lord Keeper North, he says, that at this place (in 1676) ^o. coals 
were conveyed from tlie mines to the banks of the river, by laying rails of timber exactly 
strait and parallel ; and bulky carts were made with four rollers fitting those raiJB« whei;eby 
the carriage was made so easy that one horso would draw four or five chaldrons of; coal.'' 
In 1776 Mr. Carr constructed an iron railroad at the Sheffield colliery. The rails were 
suppoi-ted by wooden sleepers, to which they were nailed. Railways woise afterward used 
in a number of other collieries, and in 1825 the fii-st railway was suecessfnUy adopted on 
a public thoroughfare for the tranportation of merchandise »nd passengei-s on the Stock- 
ton and Darlington i-aih-oad in England, 25 miles in len^Lh. From that time a new era 
commenced in the history of nulroad transportation and railroads now estend like a net- 
work over tliegreater part of England. Tbefirst locomotive cnginouaed as the motive pow- 
eronriulroads wasusedon the IJverpoolandManohest«r Railway inlSSCt In 1827 the 
first r^lroad in the United States was constructed from Qumcy neiy Boston to Neponset 
river, a distance of three miles. It was constructed solely for the transpoi-tafion of 
gnmite from the quarries. In 1828 the Mauch ChunckRailnoad, nine miles in length, was 
finished: this was constructed solely for the ti-anspoiftaiion of coal. In 1826 the Lepsla- 
lure of the State of New York chartered the " HudsQn and Mohawk Railroad Company," 
which was the firet railroad company chartered in the United States, On. the 12th day of 
August, 1830, the first ground was broken at Schoncctaday for a double track road to Al- 
bany, and the road was in operation the followmg spring. The cars used were coach bod 
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icB. of tbe ordinary form. The motive power lii-st used was hoi-se, and on steep incliDations 
Btationarj Hl«am power. A locomotive engine called "John Bull," procured from England, 
was placed on it during that year. The Newcastle and Frenchtown Ilailroad waa con- 
structed in 1829. This road extended fi-om Newcastle on the Delaware, to the Elk river, 
near Frenchtown, ISJ miles, and was the first railroad constructed in the United States 
for the conveyance of passengers. The first engine on a railroad weighed but sis tons, 
while at the present day engines of forty tons weight {including tenders) have been intro- 
duced on some roads. 

In 1830 there were but 41 miles of railroad !n operation in the United States; in 1840' 
2,16T miius; in lS50, 8,655 miles; and in 18i>4, there were 430 raili-oads in operation' 
having an aggi-egate length of 20,619 miles — i,O0O miles of which arc double track roads. 
And it is estimated that there are about 13,000 miles more of i-ailroads now in varioiis sta- 
ges of construction. 

Theproject of a railroad across thePeninsula of Michigan, was a^toted as early as 1830, 
it which time the Legislature of the then Territory of Michigan adopted a memorial to 
the general government in favor of the establishment of a canal or railroad route from 
Detroit to the mouth of St. Joseph Kiver on Lake Michigan, 

In 1832 the Legislature incorporated the "Detroit and St. Joseph Raih-oad Company.'' 
In 1834 Leiut. J. M. Berrien, under authority of the War Department, sui-veyod the route 
of the road and submitted his report to a convention of the friends of the measure, held in 
Detroit in December of that year. The Dli-ectora and officers of the Company were aa 
follows: Maj. John Biddle, Preaideid; Charles C. Trowbridge, Oliver Newberry, Shubae' 
Conant, E. A. Brush, Henry Whiting, J. Bui-dick, H. H. Comstock, Mark Norris and C. N. 
Omsby, Directors; John M. Berrien, Chief Engineer; A. J. Center, Assistant Engineer; 
and A. H. Adams Secretary and Treasurer. The construction of the road was com- 
menced by this company in 1836. Who sun-eyed the road trom Deti-oitto Jackson and lo- 
cated it tcDeiter. This company graded about ten miles of the road in detached parts b^ 
tween Detroit and Ypsylanti. They expended ftir grading, iron, cars, bridges Sec, the sum 
of $139,702 79. Soon after Michigan was admitted into the Union, the Legislature adopted 
a grand schemoofinternalimproTementa and efiectod a loan of five millions of dollars, for 
the purpose of constructing public works — raili-oadsand canals. This bad the cficct to cheek 
individual enterprise, and the Detroit and St Joseph Eailrood Company transfeiTcd their 
interests to the State in t eyear 1837. The State completed and opened tie read to 
Ypsilantiin 1838, to Ann Arbor in 1839, to Jackson in 1842, and to Kalamazoo in 1843. 
The State constructed the road with the wood and flat bar superstructure as far as Kala- 
mazoo, 143 miles from Detroit. When in 184S it was purchased from the State by cap- 
italilH, from New York and New England, for the sum of two million of doUai's, and a char 
ter was gi-anted them by the Legislatui-e incorporating them a company under the style 
of the Michigan Central Railroad Company. 

miCHinAN CENXRAI. RAILROAD. 

The design of the State was to make a road across t!:e Peninsula only fi-om Detroit to 
Lake Michigan. But it was at once appai-ent to the new owners that, with the great and ' 
growing west beyond, the ultimate interest of the stockholders— though perliapa tempo- 
rarily suffering— would be promoted by the construction of a more permanent work, of 
large capacity, and its eiitension through the State of Indiana tx» Chicago, in Illinois. The 
charter of the company gave them ample power to extend their road through this State, 
and the company soon made arrangements with the New Albany and Salem Railroad Com- 
pany to use their right to build a road ft-om Michigan City to the State line of Illinois, and 
with the Illinois Central Railroad Company, whereby they wore enabled to reach Chicago, 
which they accomptishod in 1852. At Chicago the road connects with nearly 1500 miles 
of R^lway and their eiteneive Steamboat connections. 
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The Micliigan CentralRoad also now connects with tie Joliet and Northern Indiana road 
at Lake Station, 35 miles east of Chicago, by which arrangement passengers from St. Loius, 
can be set down in JVew York in about forty-dghl koars, anil freight can be transported he- 
twtea Detroit nnd the Misaistippi River wiikoat breaking bulk on Bie roate. At Detroit the 
Michigan Central road connects with the Great Western Railway from Detroit to Niagara 
through Canada West, and with their own line of magnificent Steamers on Lake Erie, 
which pass down the north shore of the Lake going through without stopping in 15 hours. 

The) run four passenger trains through from Detroit to Chicago, daily, and one accom- 
modation train from Detroit to Kalamanoo, 143 miles daily. 

The aggregate number (ff passengera conveyed on the road during the year ending May 
31st, 1855, was 503,774, (being 145,838 moi-e th;m tlfe year previous,) making a daily avei-age 
of nearly 17O0. The aggi-cgate number of tons of freight moved on the I'oad during the 
same time was 241,825, being an increase over the year previous of 25,265 tons. The earn- 
ings of thei-oad for the same time amounted to the auniof $2,215,283, being 635,871 more 
than the year previous and the expenses of the road were for same time $2,335,627 and 
$431,6-33 more than the year pi'evions. The net earnings of the road for same time 
amounted to the sumof t8r9.6-'J6, being $204,180 more than the previous year. 

The annual business of the road has increased in tlie last six years as follows ; in the 
number of passengers conveyed, from 152,672 to 503,064 ; in the number of tons of freight 
moved,from8l,06Gto 241,826 tons; in gross eai-nings,fi-om 8691,972 to $2,213,28.^; and 
in net earnings, from $390,323 to 8879,636. The operating expenses from $301, 649 to 
$1,335,<27. 

The -assets of the company ai-e as follows : 
Costofi-oadintludingdepots, - - . . $10,3CO,U7 0.?, 

Stock in Steamboats, - ... - 343,880 04 

Stock and Bonds in other Roads, - - - 1,399,763 09 

Total, - - - - ■ - - S!I2,043,79I 06 

There are 64 Locomotive Engines Qn the ro-id, ll of which were constructed in the 
Company's shops in this city, and 4 by the Detwit Locomotive Works, and the others at 
eastern manufactories. There are on the road 37 first and 12 secondclass pass tn2:eioars 
630, 8 wheeled box freight cai-s; 150, 8 wheeled open cars; 11, 4 wheeled box c; t;. 
Total Passenger Cai-3 69. 
Total Freight Oars 1631. 

And 20 ^avel dumpers. 70 hand cars, and 60 repair and wood cars. 

All the care of every kiud in use on this ipad were built by the company in their own 
shops; and thecompanjcmploy about 1200 men in operating the road and car and engine 
building. 

The population of that section of the State tributary to this road is 216,852; the number 
of acrra of improved land 844,309 ; and the pioducts of the district in 1854 ■was as follows r 
3,137,81i bushels of wheat, 3.450.946 bushels of com, 943,330 bushels of grain, 1,078,244 
bushels of potatoes, 86,760,889 feet of lumber ; there are 298 saw mills and 93 flour mills in 
the section. The Depot grounds of this company, in Detroit, embrace an area of twenty- 
two acres of land, ail enclosed. Tbey have twenty-six hundred feet of dock front on the river. 
Along this is their freight depot building, constructed of brick, two stories high, one hundred 
feet wide and eight hundred feet long. This building can store one hundred thousand barrels 
of flour. Adjoining this, and fronting on Third street, is their Passenger Depot, three hundred 
and twenty feet long and seventy feet wide; in one end of which ai-e their ticket office, ladies' room 
ba^age room,&c., on the first floor, and in the second story are the Superinteodenla aodTreas- 
'urers' offices, En^neers' Rooms, Local Superintendant and Cashier ofEcea, and also the general 
ticket office and duplicate bill department. Below the freight depot there are also two large 
two story warehouses, capable of storing twenty six thousand barrels, and a wheat evelator, 
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constructed of brick, one bundred and twenty feet long sixty feet wiiie and seventy-flve- feet 
higb. BesicJea these there are within the enclosore an engine-house one iHindrcitand- thirty live 
feot diameter, surmounted with a dome eighty-fivo feet high, with sixteen apartments for en- 
gines, two machine and blacksmith shops, one of which is one hundred und sixty feet l«nr,-Bisty 
feet wide and two stories high, in which are twenty-three fosges, the other is one hundred' and 
eighty tfeet long and fifty-five feet wide, having 31 fires, and both furnished with blast from 
a fan run by a stationary engine. In the second stcry are a large number of lathes, planing 
machines, &c^ for working iron. 

Adjoining is a large shop for building and pepairiag. cars, one bandred and axty-nine feet 
long, fifty-five feet wide, and two stories high. All the machinery of this shop and the ma^ 
chine shops is driven by a large statiouary engine, placed in a building between the two. 
There is aso between the two a large smoke stack, thirteen feet square and one hundred 
and fifty feet high, by meaia of which all the smoke of the shops is carried off by under- 
ground flues. There are also lumber, store and other buildings. 

This road is second to none in ilie west in permanency and solidity, or in its eonduct and 
management. It is the pride of our state and city, and has ad:lcd much to the permanent 
business of both 

The officers of the company arc as foltews : 

President — J. W. Forbes^ Boston. 

Vice President — J. W. Brooks, Detroit. 

Directors— J. M. Forbes^K, B. Forbes, J. E. Thayer, Ges; B. Uptwi, Bostoij.; D. T). Wil- 
liamson, John C. Green, Kew Tork ; Erastus Coming, Albany; J. W. Brooks, Elon Farna- 
worth, Detroit. 

Treasurer — Jsoac Li verm ore. 

Superintendent — Eeuben N. Eice, Detroit. 

Local Treasurer — TJ. Tracy Howe. 

Local Superintendent— Charles M. Hard. 

Cashiei^Ge*. W, Gilbert, 



Freight Agent — John Hosmer, 
Auditor— E. Willai-d Smith. 
Supt Motive Powar— S. T. Newl 
Supl Car Work— 8. C. Case. 



DEXROIT AND BIILWAITKEE RATI,n'A¥. 

The " Detroit and Milwaukie Eailway Gompaoy" was incorpoi-atcd by the Legislature of 
Michigan, in February, 1355; with authority 6o consolidate the Detroit and Poutiac (incorpO' 
rated in 1834) and the Oakland and- Ottowa (incorporated in 1850) BailRoad' eompaniea, and 
the consolidation was consummated on the 2l8t day of April, A. D. 1855, by which act the 
property, rights and franchises of the "Detroit and Pontiao"and "Oaiilaad and Ottowa'' 
eompaniea were vested in the "Detroit and Milw^uliee Eailway Company/''and placed usdcr 
the direction of a Board composed of the following gentlemen. 

Henry N. 'Waleeb, President; Henry Ledyard, Vice President; H. P. Balihviii, B. 
"Wright, E. A. Brush, E. B. 'Ward, Detroit; 'W'. M. McCoimull, Poiitiac; li, P. Yale, 
Grand Eapids. Directors. 

C. C, Trowbridge, Secretary and Treasurer. ^ 

K- Higham, Chief Engineer. 

Xames that are a sufficient guarantee to the public to inajrotbe sncee^a oF any enterprise 
they undertake. 

The Detroit and Milwaukee Eailway is to extend from the city of Detroit to Grand Ha- 
ven, Lake Michigan, 185 miles, passing through the northern tier of connties of the lower 
peninsula. They are the richest portions of the state, abounding in lumber, plaster, wa- 
teiJune, coal, salt springs and other valuable elements of wealth. They are also some ol 
the very best farm lands in the state, and yet the least developed, for want of a railway or 
other available couimunicatioa commensurate with their busiuess requu'ements. This road,, 
■which is now partially completed, and its construction along the entire length rapidly prose- 
cuted, will soon supply their great deficiency and pour their products and that of the valleys 
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of the Shiawassee, the Maple and Grand Eiver into the city of Detroit, which is their imtura 
depot and market, at once giving the road a local traffic eqiia! to that of the most favored 
road in tiie western slateB. 

The population of that sectioD of the state tribntary to this road in 1854 was 241,164. 
The number of acres of improTed land was 820,004, and the products of the district were as 
follows: 2,329,389 Imshels of wheat. 2,0^1,695 hnshels of com, 872,881 bushels of grain, 1,- 
140,418 bngheisof potatoes, and 350,000,068 feet -of lumber. There were at that time 99 
floar mills and 352 saw mills in the district. 

At Cornmia, in Shiawassee conntj, tho road crosses the Bitnminons coal beds, wliieh have 
now been tested for four years and foand to be of the best quality, and which will be ex- 
tensively epeiied when the means of traospgrfing the icoal to a market is afforded, which the 
construetion of this road will do. 

At Grand Rapids the line passes the gypsum beds, which are extensively worked now, 
and will form a large item of freight on this road, to supply the wheat growing counties con* 
tignoos to it 

This road when finished, will be a complele work in itself) extending across the entire State^ 
from the straits wkich connect Lakes Erie and St. Cliur, at the city of Detroit^ the commer- 
cial capital of tie Slate, to Lake Michigan, and might rely solely upon the resources of the 
contiguaas territory along tie line for support, but its position as part of the great Northern 
trunk iiae, from Boston, New Tork and Montreal, to the Mississippi Elver and finally from 
thence to the Pacific Ocean, gives it in a, measure a nationaJ character, and secures a large 
amount of through traffic between the country west of Lake Michigan and the oast. The dis. 
tanee by Ihis road, between New York and Milwaukee, is 106 miles shorter than by any oti, 
er route. 

At Detroit the read forais a connection witi the Great Western Eailway from Detroit to 
Niagara Falls through Canada West, and from thence by several different routes to the 
cities on the seaJioard, both in the States aad Canada. 

At Grand Haven on Lake Mieligan a connection is fonned by steam terries across the LaH6 
to Milwaukee, crannecting with the five different railroads terminating in that city, extending 
west to the Mississippi Bivsr, to-wit: The " Miiwaiikeo and Mississippi," to Prairie du Chien. 
tho "Milwaukee and La Cross," the "Racine, Kenosha and Beloit," the "Manitowoc and St, 
Paurs,"" and the " Milwaukee and Dubuque," or Gabna EaJSroad, and also with roads running 
north t« Lake Superior. The road from Detroit passes through the villages of Royal Oak, 
Birniingliam, Pontiac, Waterford, Rose and Holly, in OaMand county; Fentonville, Linden 
and Gaiaes, in GJcnesee county; Owasso and Corunna, in Shiawassee county; St. Johns, in 
Clinton county; Lyons, Ionia and Flat River, in Ionia county; Grand Rapids, in Kent county, 
(o Grand Haven in Ottowa county. 

At the last session of Congress a, bill was introduced to donate public Iwids for the pur- 
pose of constructing a railroad mnniog north connecting with this road at Fentonville, to Sag. 
inaw and the Straits of Mackinaw, thence to the Sant St, Mary's and from thence through the 
mineral regions of Lake Superior to Montreal Elver. And another to Marquette Elver in the 
comity of MasoB on Lake Michigan, connecting by steamboats across Lake Michigan to 
Manitowoc, Marquette, Kagle Harbor, and Ontonagon, on Lake Superior, Tho growing 
importuaee of the mining iuterests on Lake Superior, render a road desirable and its construc- 
tion wiL be reqiured at no distant day, which will furnish to the Detroit and Milwaukee 
road an amount of business not eaaly appreciated. The Detroit and Milwaukee company 
received from the Detroit and Pontiac company, twenty-five miles of road from Detroit to 
Pontiac, which had raeendy been re constrncted in the best manner, and which was stocked 
with five locomotives, four passenger cars, nod forty-eight freight cars. The road is completed to 
Fentonville, 51 miles from Detroit, and it will, during the present month, be opened to Cor- 
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ruaua, 50 miles beyond Poiitiac, when 75 miles of the road from Detroit will be in operation. 
Twenty-six hnadred tons of iron have recently been received by the comprmj, and tlie gra- 
ding and superstructure of the road ia rapidly progressing, and the road bed sill be ready for 
the rails as far aa Lyonsi, 123 miles from Detroit, by the first of December next. TTie es- 
timated cost of the road from Detroit to I^aice Michigan is |e,192,050. 

The Depot grounds of the company in the city of Detroit are located in the centre of the 
city on the river, and cover an area of about twelve acres. Tbey have siiicen hundred and 
fifty feet of dock front on the river. On these- grounds there aretwo large store honses, Ireiglit 
sheds, an engine house for sis locomotives, macbiue shop, smith shop, wood sheds, waler 
tank, &ii. 

The eoQstmction of this roatt v/ill bring to the city of Detroit an amount of business not 
easily appreciated and its completion is paramount to evei'y other of the maoy projected iin- 
provemeuts, for the interests and prosperity of the city, 

THE OREA.T WESTBRX RAILWAY. 

This popular road, which was opened in January l8i)4, extends from Windsor, oppoate De- 
troit, through the cities of €liatham, London and Hamilton,to Niagara Falls, 229 miles, cross- 
ing the Niagara Eiver on the great Railway Suspension Bridge, acknowledged by all to be one 
of the wonders of the world, and connecting with the New York Central and New York 
and Erie Rail ways, for New York, Boston and all intermediate placi'a. It also connects at 
Hamilton, with railway and steamers to all portson Lake Ontario and the River St. Law- 
rence, and with the Great Western International Line of Steamers for Oswego, ffjleh form 
one of the quickest, and certainly the most ploasant route now open to the East-7-thesB 
steamers being fitted up witii every regard to comfort and convenience, and beiBg unsurpass- 
ed by any stearaera upon the inland waters of America. 

The const Faction of the Great Western Railway, has secured for the city of Detroit what 
was much needed, and which our citizens have long suffered for tl» want of, namely, a spoedy 
and reliable route to the east, uninterrupted at all seasons of the year. 

The Great Western Bidlway is acknowledged to be one of the best constracied, and most 
efficiently managed roads on the continent of America, and has already a vwy large busi- 
ness, both in through and local traffic, both of wliich are rapidly increasing. 

The receipts for the half year ending 31st 
July ISS-n, being, ...... £239,193 

And for the same period in 1854, ----- loO,IOo 

Showing an increase in one year of - - - - £90,088 

or upwards of 66 per cent, on the gross traffic of the line. 

There are at present 63 locomotives on the road, and 14 more are to be placed on it this 
fall, making in all 76. There are likewise on the road 45 first class passenger ears, 2& emi- 
grant cars, 12 baggage, mail and expi-ess cars, 416 eight wheel and lOOfour wheel boi 
freight ears, 122 platform, 5C cattle and 409 gravel cars; in all 1189, at present on the road, 
which, with 519 now constructing, will make a total of 1708. 

The company have lately issued £1,000,000 of new stock, the whole of which lias been 
taken up by the original shareholders, and they intend at once laying another track between 
Hamilton and London, to enable them to accommodate their vast and increasiog business. 

The following are the Directors of the company: 

EoBT, W. Harris, Esq., President. I William Dickson, Esq., 

John S, Radcliffe, Esq., Vice President. I. B. Smith, Esq., 

0, I. Brydges, I^q , Managing Dkector. Alei. Beattie, Esq., 

Henry McKinstry, Esq., 1 Bobert Gill, Esq., 

Lieut. Col. Gourlay, Esq., | Peter Buchanan, Esq., 

Ex-Offioio DmscTOKS. — C. Magill, Esq., Mayor of Hamilton ; D. Mathieson, Esq., War- 
den of Osford; H. Clench, Esq„ Warden of Middlesex. 

General Office of the Company, Hamilton, Canada West. 
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•I'HE DSXKMIT, SONKUE AND TOLEDO BAILUOAD. 

The Detroit, Monroe and Toledo Riiilroad, which has existed for many years past oriy in old 
charters, projected routes and public assurances, is likely to bo constntcted without further 
delay. A company was recently organized under the General Eailroad Law of Michigan, and 
the project placed in the hands of a Board of Directors composed of gentlemen of a charactor 
that wiU insure its speedy construction. The Directors have effected such arrangements that 
will insure the completion of the road within the next twelve months. Thie road will pass 
through the villages of Trenton and Wyandot, and Monroe city, to Toledo, connecting us 
with the southern tier of counties of this State, from which we have hitherto been excluded, 
and with the Ohio roads, leading to Cincinnati, and tlie South Shore Rail road to Dunkirk 
and Buffalo; also, wiih the Michigan Bonthern road to Chicago. 

The foregoing iuclude all the roads that e-xist or have a name to do bo, but we need oth- 
ers leading to the northern portions of our State. One to Port Huron; one to Saginaw thence 
to Mackinaw; also one from Detroit to Adrain, thence to tho State line to connect with th^ 
Logansport and Northern Indiana Rdlroad, which is already extended to within fifteen miies 
of our State line, passing through the Wabash and Eel River valleys and connecting with 
the Mississippi and Atlantic Railroad, forming a direct route to St Louis, 80 miles less dis. 
lance from New York than by any other. Lst the doors bo thrown open wide, and let the 
citizens of Detroit extend every aid within their power for the construction of roads termi- 
nating in the city, wherever they may extend, 

DISTANCES FROM JOETKOITP. 
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The city of Detroit is the commercial and manrfactaring metropolis of tlie state of Miclii- 
gan, wbicli is siirrouQ<3ed by a greater extent of navigable waters than any other state in the 
Union, its territory being washed by the waters of Lakes Erie, St Clair, Hnron, Snperior and 
Michigan ; and its agricultural resources are great, its pineries are most extensiyc, its flaheriea 
are superior, its npper Feninsnta abonuds in mineral wealth. The copper and iron foancl there 
is superior in quality and the quantity inexhaustible. Its coal and gypsum, beds and marble 
qiiariies are inferior to none, and its salt springs are excelled only id strength by those of 
New York ; all of which ore now being appreciated by onr citizens, who are putting f jrth 
their efforts to fnlly develope them, satisfied that every element of wealth is within their reach 
and that the City of the Straits will maiataia a prood and preeminent portion among her 
sister cities of the Lakes and the Union. 

Three railroads now Ifirminate here, and the fourth will be added within the nest twelve 
months, connecting ns with the southern tier of coonfies of onr stale, from which wc have 
hitherto been esclnded, and with the Ohio roads leading to Cincinnati and beyond, and the 
Logansport and St. Louis railroad must ineTitably extend itself to this city. 

The city contains at present numerous extensive monafactories, a population of 50,000, a 
Tast number of prosperous mechanic, mostly owning their own shops and houses. We hare 
an improved city, a magnificent river, never swollen by flood or shallowed by di-outh, with a 
front of miles for wharfage and anchorage every where. .As a harbor it is escelied by few in 
the world, either in pilnresqueneas or safety. 

The country around and tribntary to tlje city is glowing and improving not less rapidly, 
and the site and location of the town h admirably adapted to commercial and mechanical 
basincsa of every kiad and on a lai'ge scale. The Sault Ste Marie canal, just completed, 
opens up to us a hitherto obstructed prospect, and secures a lai^ and valuable trade with 
the upper portion of the State, The advantages of this trade t« Detroit are apparent. 

Detroit in many particulars is, nutv/ithstanding the misappreliensions of some letter writers, 
the unrivalled City of the Lakes. Its growth has been steady, healthy and natural. Portions 
of the city which but a few years ago were the very outskirts: ponds formerly existing on the 
Grand CHrcus and on the farms at the head of the"E.iTer Savoyard" where sportsmen amufed 
themselves hunting duck and plover, are now far within the thickly settled and populated dis- 
tricts. The localities formerly occupied by forts, cantonaients, block houses, magazines and 
navy yards; the potato fields, oommonawhwe catlle grazed, and grave yards were, are now 
compactly covered by long rows of stores and warehouses, manufactories, mechanics' shope, 
diveliings, and towering church steeples, and a dense, thrifty and enferpriang population whose 
busy hum have so changed the scene that the aucient habitant and persons born and teated 
ia the land are scarcely able to recognize it. As the poet might saj: 

t-'C Flop!'— tbe Tea rasra 1n<e ilKide 
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APPENDIX. 



DETROIT IN 1759. 

James Bcll, Esq , of thia city, has in his possession ft bound volume of tho " LonJoii 
Chroniole," published in 1757, (The form of tho " Chroiiiclo" is 7 bj 10 inches, published 
scmi-iveetly,) which contains the foUowing : — 

"Philadelphia, July 28. 

Since our liist, came to Town one Pot«r Lcwney, who, for about a year post has been 
among the French and Indians nt Fort Detroit, and informs vis as follows, vh : That he 
was an Ensign of a Company of Rangers in tho back part of Virginia, consiuting of 70 
men, commanded by Capt. John Smith. That last summer the Frontier Inhabitants, being 
greatly disti'essed by tlie incursions of the enemy, their whole company went out in differ- 
ent parties to their assistance, except the Captain himself and nine private men, who wero 
hi a Block House, and had with them six women and five children. 

That on the 30th of June, 1756, they were attacked by ft body of Indians and some 
French, and defended themselTes the best part of a day, in which time, he says, they 
killed thirty-two Indians and three Frenchmen, lost two of their own pcop'e, and another 
man and himself were wounded ; but were forced to surrondorat last, the houaothey wore 
in being set on fire. 

That tbey were thon carried off, and aftei- trareling some time, the Indians belonging 
to four different tribes divided the prisoners, and parted ■, that before they came to the 
lower Shawaneae Town, (where he supposes there were about 3oO Indians) the Shawanese 
made a sacrifice of one Oole, whom they roasted alive, and tormented for a whole night 
before he expired ; and this they did in sight of tho French, who seemed unconcerned at 
their horrid barbarity, and did not endeavor to restrain them, notwithstanding the moving 
entreaties and bitter complaints of the poor man ; that they also killed and scalped another 
man on the road, he being old and not able to travel. That he (Lewney) was the only one 
that was carried to Detroit where there were about 300 French families settled, and in 
what they call the Town they have about 100 houses ; that thoy have plenty of fish ; the 
land rich, on which they tiuse wheat and peas, and have very good crops ; and the Indians 
of two or three different nations rery numerous. 

That while he was at Detroit an Indian King adopted him for his brother, on which ac- 
count he was very well used, and was often with them at their Councils with the French, 
being di-essed and painted as the Indians were, and not known by the French hut as an 
Indian, living iaeveiy respect as they did; and that at one time in pai-ticular,at a confci- 
ence, he heard the French commander order the Indians to go first to Fort Duquesno, 
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then to Fort Cumberland, and Hftenrarda tojdostroj allthe English inhabitants; that about 
the beginning of April iast a great body of Indians set oiF for Duquesne, ia parties, eaiili 
party hating some Frenchmen with them. 

That about the middle of June ho loft Detroit in company with a small party of ludiiins 
who were going to Niagara with some fura, in order to purchase Indian goods ; that itom 
Detroit to Niagara it is about 230 miles, and that on the Falls of the latter tiio French 
have a small Fort, in which they keep 30 men ; and iit Niagara there ia a Fort of 24 guns, 
6, 9 and 12 pounders, and in it about 300 men. 

That while he was at Niagara he met one William Phillips, of New York, who was taken 
nt Oswego, and they agreed to make their escape t'.>gother ; that the night before they left 
it, 280 French arrived there from Cadaravui, destined, it was said, for Fort Duquesne, who 
ercampod that nighty and were to set out again nest day, but he and Phillips went off 
before them ; that they traveled about 20O miles, (the land bad and mostly drowned) when 
they came to Oswego without seeing an Indian, which place and Fort Ontiuio they found 
entirely destroyed ; that they came to the Mohawk River, where they were kiudly receiv,:d 
by the Indiana, who gave them some victuals, of which they wore in great want ; and that 
they got to Albany the 12th ioat, from whence lie proceeded to this city, and ia now gone 
to Virginia, where his parents live. Ho was horn in this Town, and is about 23 years of 
age. Oapt. Smith, he said, was g^ven to the E'rench, and sent to Canada in the apring." 
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The compiler of the foregoing Sketchca is indebted to Hon. A. D. Fraser for the fol- 
lowing papers, received after the foregoing wore in type. In a note accompanying the 
papers Mr. Fraser says : " Little is known of the early history of our city ; and those who 
couid have shed light upon it have long since passed away. Much, however, might be done 
in om' day towai-ds this object, by the publication of such ancient documents as must bo 
still in the pos'^ession of some families in this ancient city. I am led to miike these re- 
marks from having recently become possessed of two original dosumenla, which I cannot 
but think will be perused with some cui'iosity. They were recently discovered among the 
papers of a gentleman who died on the opposite shore some forty years ago. It aeema 
that the British Government, about four years after taking possession of Detroit, fonned 
the determination to compel the inhabitants to bear the expense of repairing the Fort at 
their own cost. Cot. John Oampble, the commandant at Detroit and its dependencies, 
isaued a requisition on the citizens for this purpose. This drew from them a spirited and 
energetic remonstrance. The secend document is a voluntary association entei-od into in 
1768 by some of the principal inhabitants, to repair the pickets around the Town, as well 
for the public good, as their own particular and common safety, and appointing commis- 
sioners to do the work at their eipense." 

To John Campblb, Esq., Lieut. Col. an-d Commandant at Detroit and its Depen- 

Sin:— 

We have taken your order of the 3d instant, respecting the furnishing of ma- 
terials by us for repairing this Fort^ into consideration, and find it absolutely impossible to 
comply with it. The requisition made of us per individuals, would amount at least to 
Four Thousand Pounds, N. Y. Currency. A sum by far too great for the whole settle- 
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meat, and fill tlio troding people from different places now residiDg here, to pay. How 
ever, that we may not be looked upon to be actuated by a spirit of opposition, we have 
taken all the pains in our power to obtain the fullest information we could in regard to the 
obligation we are supposed to laj under for keeping up the repairs of this Fort upon its 
present pUm. We find, sir, that till the year 1750 the Fort was about half the extent it 
now is. aj^ynhabitanls til! then were obliged to furnish one picket for each foot of ground 
they pol^SI in front within the Fort, and pay annually two sol per foot to the Crown, 
by way of quit rent. It was with dif&calty that the circumstance of this place could ac- 
complish the payment of thdr dues to the French King, of which he proved his sensibility 
bj easing the inhabitants of the heavy burthen of furnishing pickets ; for from that time 
the Fort was enlarged upon an entire new plan, at the sole expense of the Crown. This 
measui-e was not only necessary for easing the inhabitants but for convieniencj of publio 
buildiugH. The annual tas of two sol per foot^ in front, was continued till the surrender 
of this country to the English, since which the service has required such taies of us that 
thny have been almost nnsupportjible, — permit ns, sir, to mention them and you will see 
that wo stand in gi'eater need of assistance, than be obliged to pay any new demands. 
Capt. Campbell, the first English commandant at Detroit, on bis an-ival here, levied a tax 
en the proprietors in the Foit for lodging the troops, which amounted to a very considera- 
ble sum, besides each of the farmers wore obliged to pay a cord of wood per acre in fmnt. 
The second year the proprietors paid again for qnartoring the troops, and the farmci's fur- 
nished double the quantity of wood they did the year before. The third year Col. Glad- 
win continued the same taxes. The following year, being 1762, the tax within the Fort 
alono amounted to one huudi-ed and eighty-four pounds, thirteen shillings end four ponce. 
In the year 1764 the taxes came to one hundred and fifty-eight pounds, New York Cur- 
rency. In the yejir 1765 you was pleased lo signify by Messrs. Babee and Shapporten that 
tiie taxes for the futui-e should bo the same as in the French Governmenti wbicli, as we 
have said before, was two sol per foot for the lota within the Fort. The farmers were sub- 
ject to a quit rent of two shilliDgs and eight pence, New York Currency, and one-fourth 
bushel wheat per acre in front, which was accordingly paid to Mr. Shapperton, who was 
appointed to receivH the same. After this, we could not help being surprised at the fax 
for the current year, viz : one shilling per foot in front for lots within the Fort, and ten 
shillings per aci-e for the farmera in the country. The heavinesB of this taxis most severely 
felt, as you may judge by the delay and the difficulty the people have in paying it. This 
proves the badness of our circumstances. We have not mentioned anything here with a 
view of throwing any odium on you or any of your predecessoi's in the command, but to 
show the impossibility of complying with the requisition now under consideration. To 
make our plea of exemption still stronger, we take the liberty to lay before you Mr. Na- 
varre's letter to us with its translation, as ho has long resided here in a public character, 
and being a man of knowledge, we cannot doubt but the testimony will have its deserved 
effect with his Excellency the General. Wo forbear any further arguments of our inabili- 
ties. You know, sir, the sorrowful situation we are reduced to for want of money, and the 
languishing condition om- trade is in. In short, the knowledge you have of everything 
that relates to this infant country and the countenance and pi-otection you have always 
showed to a fair trade, makes us hope that you will do us the justice to represent our cir- 
cumstances as they really are to those in power, and then we are sure wo shall be relieved 
from some of our present embarrassments, instead of being loaded with new taxes." As you 
are soon to leave this country, it gives us sensible concern that any of yonr owfers shouldl 
meet with opposition from us, especially when we consider that all your orders precedina: 
this relative to the settlement have ever been founded on the most just and equitable 
principles. We therefore take this opportunity (as it probably will be the last,) to thank 
jou with hearts full of gratitude for your wise, steady, benevolent and impartial conduct. 
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during jour command orer us. Accept of our sincere and best wishes lor jour liealth, 
happiness and prosperity. 

We are sir, with resiject, your most obedient, humble serrants;' 
Poiverof Proprietors to ike Cammtseioners for repairing the Pickets about the Town of 

Detroit: 

Be it known by these preBents, that we, tlio subscribers, proprietors of the Tow^ of Dc 
troit, sensible of the absolute necessity tbore is at present for repwring tjie Pickets ar.mnd 
the Town, as well for the pubiio good as our owa particular and common safety, wo do 
hereby fully authorize and impower Messrs. Baby, St. Oasm, Sterling and Thorn. Williams, 
Commissioners fra- us and in our behalf and stead, to buy Picketa and cause them to bo 
planted, and to make such repairs as to them shall seem expedient, and to appoint a per- 
son (hey may approve of, to superintend tho cairying on the work, who ia to be paid aa 
they may agree. We hereby ratify, confirm aud agree to whatsoever they shall do or 
cause to bo done in and about the premises, and engage to pay on demand our rcspectii'e 
proportions of tlio expenses arising therefrom according to our possessions, as we have been 
lately tiwed for the repairs already made. 

Detroit, February 24th, 1768. 

Signed by John Hay, P. Dequindi-e for Steadman. Rinkin & Eagen, D. Baby, W. V. 
Schaach & Co., Legrand,; Ben. James for Farrell & Abbott, John MiigiU, Peter Raven, D. 
Br<;hm, St. Martin for Ed. Pollard, Ales. Macomb, B. Chapeton, Checiul, John Robinson, 
Hugh Boyt, Jacob, Lansingin, Comm. Laferte, B. Gracke, Narl© Mocant, Toofiilo, Sencha- 
grin, P. 8t, Gosme, Guilbeaii, Oabajtg, Tabrosse, Augustin h% Fay, Bcaurae. 



1773. 

Letter from General Gage to Ca.pt. Stephenson, 2d Battalion GOth Regiment, Detroit.— 

Preserved among tliepapers of the late Judge May, JVo, 20. 

New York, April 8th, 177S. 

Sib: Your letters of the 14th and 18th December, are very full on tho subject of grants 
and lands at the Deti-oit. I am to explain to you that the King has not inveBted any pei-- 
Bons whatever, with the power of granting lands in America, esoept to his Gavomors, 
within the limits of their respective Provinces ; and under certain forma and restrictions, 
and where any purchase is made of the Indians though within tho limits of the Province 
they are not valid, unless permission is given bo to do, and tho purchase made in presence 
of the Gorernor and His Majesty's Superintendent of Indian Afi^aiiu Fi-om. hence jou 
will know that the power of granting lands at the Detroit, remains solely in the King, and 
that BO purchase can bo made of Indiana but with the King's permission and authority. — 
It may be needless after the above explanation to inform you that all grants made by 
Lieut Col. Gladwin, Major Btixco or any other British Commander, are null and void and 

As for the Frenrfi grants in general, unless approved of by the Governor General of Can- 
ada and registered accordingly, they were not valid ; but es for Mmis. Belestre's gi-ants in 
the year 1770, they eannot bo deemed any other than fraudulent and aro bv no moans to 
belookeduponas valid, and as for the Indian purchase they were not allowed by the French, 
nor are they allowed by the English Government, but under the restrictions I have already 
mentioned. 

Monsieur Navairie's declaration, or certificate may be in part true, but it is not the whole 
truth. The first settlers with Mitns. Sabrevois, were not, perhaps, enjoined to tho condi- 
tions imposed afterwards respecting their titles , the Government was glad to get any 
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people to begin the settlement. But Mons. Navame's conclusion is vague and ill foun<3eci. 
I am well informed in these matters, ivas three jenrs in posBceKion of the books wherein 
the files were registered, and recoivetl information upon them, the very time in which 
Mons. Belestre's griiuta were made, which Bufficiontly points out their being invalid, and that 
t'ley could not be registered when the goverament of Canada was on the point of surren- 
dering to the King, and the Capital possessed by his troops, bo early as Sept. 1859, Mons. 
Belestre was not ignorant of these circumstances, and his grants are fraudulent. I am 
to i-equire of you as soon as this is reeeived, to annul and make void by public apt. every 
concession made by lions. Belostro in the year 1760 every grant inado by any British 
Commander, without exception, and all Indian purchases whatever, or Indian deeds, not 
obtained by the King's permission, and authority ; and that you do not suffer any settle- 
ments to be made with the above titles, or any new settlements to be begun on any pre- 
tence whatever, and that you pull down as fast as any peraons shall presuTUe to build up, 
and that you do seize and send down the counti-y all persons who sliall be endeavoring to 
settle among the savages. 

I imagine the Indians will be sot upon to talk to you on those subjects ; you will answer 
them that the King is tender of their property, and has made regulations to prevent their 
being cheated, and defi'auded ; that His Uajesty has been induced to make these rules, 
upon the frequent complaints of the Indian against the white peoplewho have defrauded 
them of tbeir lands by making a few of them drunk and getting them in that condition 
to give away their country, to the great disgust of the rest of the nations, and that by 
such moans the Indians have represented that white people have taken great part of their 
hunting groimds. This has happened to many Indian nations, and unless you stop it in 
the beginning at the Detroit, tbo same thing will happen there, 

Mr. Grant has engaged to build two veascis for the King, in which business you will 
ploase to assist him, and give him such helps as your Garrison affords, whenever ho shall 
demand it. As for the merchants they may build what vessels they please, but jou will 
not sutler either Mr. Grant's artificers or sailors to be taken from him. You have acted 
very properly in that respect already. I underetand there is very good cedar to bo had 
which Mr. Gi'ant wii! now use for the King's vessels, and if you find it neces-^sry, you wil 1 
reseiTe the cedar and suffer no persons to cut it, but when it is to he used in the King's 
service. 

I hope that you received the order about fitting out the old vessels for this year's 

You must continue to take every precaution against accidents from fire, if Mr. Babies 
stable is so near the magazine as you represent, it must be deemed a nuisance and removed 

I am sir, your most obedient, humble seiTanl, 

(Signed) THOMAS GAGE. 

P. S. — Tlie merchants allcdgo that there is cedar to bo had in the greatest plenty. If 
that is the real case, I can have no objection to their cutting as rnucl* as tliey shall want 
of it; and you will not obstruct them, in that or any other business not detrimental to the 
service. T. G. 

(A true cop;-.) E. B. Littlecalis. 
To Capt. Stkphbssos, 2d Bat, 00th Reg., at Detroit. 
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RAIL ROAD LINES. 
Michigan Central Railroad. 

BETWEEN DETROIT, CHICAGO AND JOLIET. 

Tirxt'lus* Xiecfc-vo X^etx-oit ».m follox>«7-s : 

Emigrant Train at 9.00 A. M, 

Day Express Train at, 9.45 A. M. 

Jackson Aocommodation Train at 4.05 P.M. 

Evening Express Train at 5.45 P.M. 

Night Express Train at - 9.30 P.M. 

Evening Express Train at 4,30 A. M. 

Night Express Train at . 9.00 A. M. 

Jackson Accommodation Train at 10.45 A. M. 

Day Express Train at 9.15 A. M. 

Detroit and Milwaukee Railway. 

BETWEEN DETROIT & FENTONVILLE. 

TxTCbiziis Xjecd'v^ ^e'tx'oi't Oim foUo-vcr^ : 

Morning Express Train at ^_ 7.30 A. M. 

Afternoon Express Train at 3.00 P.M. 

Morning Express Train at 9.50 A. M. 

Afternoon Express Train at 5.50 P.M. 



Great Western Railway. 

Between Detroit &■ Elg:in, (Niagara Suspen«iion Bridge.) 

^iTAlxita XUea>-^e> 33etxrol-t ^is fol^o-vcrw : 

Morning Express Train at 5.45 A. M. 

Day Express Train at 10.50 A. M. 

Accommodation Train at 1.10 P.M. 

Evening Express Train at 7.15 P.M. 

Tr^na. Trains run by HamiLlon liiae, whicli ia 10 lainules faster tiflu Uetroft. 
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